
PsKidittsi oppo^^tfott ' 

PANAMA CtTY (R) — A national gtrfa gJltd hy Pawma'i n py mhiMi ta 
protest the ammtacBt of ejection ftcttmed itm received mixed rapport 
Wednesday as shops opened hut many anpbptt faded to show op for 
writ Frap tejMs at 8lw|a and offices In Nam City reported ■!«—»*— 
rates ranging from nil to 90 per cent. ifanh In ♦<«» ^fTf *p* ^, if »* *» 

m&ay there were do idlers to attend to customers. Tlie United States has 
bcgoB aa afetift of U.S. mStary dependents out of Ptanama and defence 
&t0d»b saM Wednesday Use. deployment of 1,900 protective troops to 
ms to be complete by die end of the dev. American 

diploma Wednesday neared mm on a cd to Panamanian 


DtroagDUu Manad Noriega to "« yu«» the wm Ut of the cbctmK Bs 
opponents say be lost« d^domats said. H» diplomats were considering Kir 
hariwfy to critirise Noriega at a crisis w w * j »ig of the OipsisalinS'd 
American States (OAS) opening in Washington. Members oT the piap of 
eight, Latte Amain* s leading democracies, worked on the agreement at a 
brtM faW at the CohmUm embassy. R ep r esen tatives of four other 
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U.S. threatens UNESCO 

PARIS (R) — The United States, which last week blocked a PLO bid to join 
the World Btrift Otguteiai (WHO), threatened Wednesday to stay out 
of UNESCO far good V the Suite of Palestine were »d” li * t — 1 to the U.N. 
Cnttoral agency. Assistant Secretary of State for International Organisa- 
tions John Bolton told UNESCO Director. General Federico Mayor; 
“Admission of the PLO to UNESCO would effectively finis h any 
co n sideration of a return to the organisation.** Hie United Stales left 
■UNESCO in 1985 after dashes with former Director General Ahmadon- 

Mahtar M'bow. Shoe his el e c t i o n last year. Mayor has been trying to 
persuade Washington to rejoin and once agate contribute its 25 per cent 
share of UNESCO’s budget- Lest week the WHO’s general assembly in 
Geneva, beedteg a warning from the United States, its leading contributor, 
decided to shelve consideration of PLO membership until next year. 
Washington and most Western nations oppose the admission of Palestine to 
UJ*. agencies. 
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; V Moves under way to settle Iraq-Syria rift • ACC leaders 
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_ $&meet after Casablanca summit • Bush exerting efforts 
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lauds Jordan- Oman 

s as exemplary 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 


~ His Majesty King Hussein has 
j^nbed Jordanian-Omani relations as ex- 
emplary and said they serve as a model for 
q^er Arab countries. 


■ « > a 

. Qaboos of Oman “is a 

.. Iw^ie^and a dear friend whom I 
- : dra^Pre^ect, and this is no 
d&|brBie feeling of the Jordanian 
gedplfe' towards thehr Omani 
Wpfo^»" King Hussein said in 
irtat^ments to a press and in- 
fonsalitradelegation accompany- 
. / t ^ttg.SuUan Qaboos on his current 
, to_Jordaii. 

. “My^talks with" the Sultan are 
~^Da#da2 -finding the best possible 
can contribute towards' 
■;s6rWPg the Arab causes and en- 
T^gfdasputes that threaten the 
. King Hussein said. 

Kmg praised efforts by the 
administration of President 
Bush to settle Middle 
,-_£asfcdBputes and described the 
/leadership of Bush as “effective 
■ and efficient.” 

. . . '^believe and I can say that 
. '.pjesident Bush and his adminis- 
- tratron are able to proride effec- 
tive and efficient efforts to sup- 


Palestinians." 

. The King said leaders of the 
new four-member Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC) would 1 meet 
in Egypt in June for a summit 
postponed from mid-May. 

“We will meet in Cairo early 
next month,” the King said. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted King Hussein as saying 
the ACC leaders would also meet 


Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in its drive towards a 
peaceful settlement. Since the 
PLO has decided to shoulder the 
responsibility of leading the 
Palestinians towards freedom,' 
the Arab World will back this 
effort wit)- all possible means. 
King Hussein said. 

King Hussein urged Arab 
states “to set up a united Arab 
stand in support of tbe PLO 
based on- its recent .attitudes fol- 
lowing tbe positive resolutions 
endorsed by the Palestine Nation- 
al Council.'' 

The Monarch also called on 
Arab states to "shoulder their 
responsibilities to support and 
back the Palestinians as Jordan 


-serving the Arab causes and en- Morocco next week, 
rtfihg -disputes that threaten the In the area of inter- Arab rela- 

-^Vrab region,*' King Hussein said, tions, the King said Jordan was 

l^^l^ Kmgprai^d efforts by the pursuing efforts to heal the rift 

administration of President between Iraq, and -Syria. “The 

— iSObtge Bush to settle Middle Arab courrtries are assisting Jor- 

- -.^a^d^putes and described the dan in tins endeavour which, God 

/leadership of Bush as “effective willing, will attain success,” he 

. aad Relent.” . said. 

- ^-^believe and I can say that ■ The King said the Casablanca 
' Pyeadent Bush and his adminis- .summit would help bring Arab 
iratiop are able to proride effec- countries together, 
th^and efficient efforts to sup- King Hnssem said that tbe 
- v port-; the- peace process -in the formation of. Arab economic 

- Middle East,” King Hussein- said., groupings, the convening of the 
: r ?3he world status -has changed . Arab summit this month and- the 
-a lot. The people began to under- return of I&ypt to tbe summit 
stand our problem; the Palesti- . "would contribute towards further 
man Jsspp. .^'when tiie.Palesfc.. improvement m inter-Arab ties 

~ nian position was ciys&iiseif. Jast . and joint' action, 
year ' and ‘after Washington - Tire summit will discuss a. uni-, 
started a direct dialogue with tbe fied Arab stand in support of the 


during the extraordinary Arab, did... until Palestinians' regain 
League summit due to open in _ their legitimate rights on their 
Morocco next week. national soil.” 


On efforts to hold a U.N.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference, he said: “Contacts 
are underway with the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council and that is based 
on our contacts and consultations 
with PLO. 

.“I believe that there is a con- 
sensus for holding such a confer- 
ence at the suitable time.'' 

On the Lebanese problem, the 
King urged ail “concerned parties 
to solve the crisis in a brotherly... 
atmosphere placing the public in- 
terest to serve Lebanon and the 
neighbour of Lebanon (Syria) 
and the whole Arab Nation." 

He called all Arab countries to 
“reconsider the structure of the 
Arab League to make it strong 


E 
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t sees summit invitation 


as normalisation of relations 


2fy -a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
* with agency dispatches 


AMMAN ." Egypt is now more 
in agreement with the rest of tbe 
Arab World in terms of political 
moves and die concept of Arab 
unity , an -Egyptian diplomat .said 
here Wednesday, one day after 
Egypt received Morocco’s invita- 
tion to attend the extraordinary 
Arab summit scheduled to be 
held in Casablanca on May 23^-24. 

! The invitation has normalised 
relations between Egypt and the 
Arab World,' the diplomat said. 

“The relationship between 


Egypt and the Arab countries are 
now more in agreement in terms 
of political moves and within the 
concept of Arab unity,” said tbe 
diplomat, who spoke to the Jor- 
dan Times on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Cairo’s Middle East Nes Agen- 
cy said the invitation came' in a 
telephone call initiated- by TCing 
H assan of Morocco, the current 
chairman of the Arab League and 
host of the- summit. 

Tbe King also invited Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Megirid to take part in a meeting 
by Arab foreign , ministers plan- 


ned for next week in Casablanca 
to prepare for the summit, the 
agency said. 

Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad, emir 
of Kuwait, will not attend the 
Casablanca summit, an official 
statement said Wednesday. 

The Kuwaiti delegation will be 
led by tbe crown prince and 
prime minister, Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah A1 Sabah, it said. 

“At the .instructions of the 
-eSnir... Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah 
Af Sabah will lead Kuwait's de- 
legation,” it noted without giving 
an explanation. 


1 killed , 9 injured in clashes; 
Gaza workers stream back 


OCCUPIED 1 /JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) -h- " One Palestinian 
was killed and at least nine others 
."wounded in clashes with Israeli 
troops. w the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip Wednesday, Arab 
hospital officials said. 

. - Omar Abn- Jaber, 41, died of a 
bullet in the “chest in the West 
-Bank .town of_ Jenin. ■ 

He- was the 480th Palestinian to 
die hi the 17-montb-okf uprising. 
.v-Jsrael radio said be may have 
been' shot by an Israeli civilian. 
- Police officials in Jenin were un- 
available to- comment, their 
offices said; . . 

The. Gaza Strip’s 700,000 resi- 
dents, "were confined to their 


homes for a third consecutive day 
as Israeli police continued a 
sweep of Israeli markets and fac- 
tories to force all Gaza workers to 
return home. 

Associated Press reporter 
G.G. Labelle, who visited the 
Erez crossing into Gaza, saw 
Palestinians herded across and 
into service taxis by Israeli sol- 
diers, one of whom waved a riot 
dub to burry them .along. 

Thousands of Gazans streamed 
through tbe chekpoint, predicting 
Israeli industries could not do 
without them. = 

“The first ones to cry will be 
our employers," said An, speak- 
ing for a group of Palestinians 


waiting for army-ordered taxis to 
take them home through the cur- 
few imposed on the Gaza Strip. 

“When I left this morning, the 
boss was frantically making tele- 
phone calls for workers to replace 
us,” said the resident of Khan 
Y nnis who works in a Te! Aviv 
area tile factory. 

Meanwhile, Israel’s parliament 
Wednesday endorsed a peace 
proposal that Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir said would open the 
way for Israel to clamp down on 
■the Palestinians. 

But many members of his own 
hardline Likud Party boycotted 
the vote, including hawkish 
Trade Minister Ariel Sharon . 


Gorbachev urges Sino-Soviet 
demilitarisation on borders 


T " • _ - — - 


BEUING (Agehdes) — Soviet 
Prerideothfikhail Gorbachev cal- 
led. Wecbesday for demilitarising 
the border between China and 
fife -Sci^tUnidn,. where some 1.6 
titiSion troops now face each 
other ' across a ‘sometimes hostile 

hontierl 

.- The Soyiet leader, in a speech 
to Ofeaese ^ Academics in the 
"Great Hall of the People, urged 
4htUhe 7,00& : kUonietre zone be 
turned into a “border of peace.** 
He also pledged Soviet force 
inductions elsewhere in Aria .in 
keeping, with '. his policy , of trying, 
to reduce world tensions by de- 
foringregional hotspots.- 


Gorbachev’s landmark visit to 
Beijing was thrown into confu- 
sion when more than ooe million 
pro-democracy demonstrators 
spilled into the streets Wednes- 
day, preventing the Soviet leader 
from touring the Forbidden City 
and holding a news conference -at 
the Great Hall of (he People, 
'both at the centre of tbe cqptal. 
(See page 8). - 

In a nationally televised inter- 
view, Gorbachev said his summit 
tulles normalising relations be- 
tween Moscow and Beijing went, 
well “despite ah tbe tensions*’ 
and that he feh welcome in the 
city where no Soviet leader had 


set foot for three decades. 

Gbrbachev said he did not 
want to judge protests but would 
use political methods if similar 
events happened in Moscow.. 

And in a flash of anger, he said 
Western reporters appeared' to be 
trying to compel him to give 
advise and impose a Soviet 
approach on China's beleaguered 
leadership on how to handle the 
mountingly anarchic situation. 

. “I rhirafc we should show re- 
spect for the Chinese people,” he 
told a news conference itself post- 
poned for two hours and switched 
away from, the city centre. 


and able to coordinate between 
major Arab groupings and play 
its role effectively.” - 

Referring to the recent rioting 
in some parts of Jordan, King 
Hussein said those days “formed 
a dark patch in Jordan's life, but 
the Jordanian people have now 
transcended that stage and are 
mobilising all their efforts to 
build their country, ” 

Jordan’s- financial problem 
arises from the failure on the part 
of Arab countries to honour their 
financial commitment to the 
Kingdom in implementation of 
the Baghdad Arab s umm it re- 
solutions, King Hussein added. 

The King said Jordanians were 
determined to go ahead with 
plans for development and to 
attain self sufficiency. Plans are 
underway to enablq the Jorda- 
nian people to shoulder the bur- 
den in an equitable manner, with 
greater contributions from the 
wealthy rather than the needy,” 
he said. 

Parliamentary elections, the 
King said, will be held soon to 
open the way for the people’s 
participation in shouldering the 
responsibilities of the country. 

King Hussein said that be had 
proposed tbe formation of a 
national charter within the. 
framework of the constitution to ‘ 
help fulfill the objectives of.the 
Great Arab Revolt. 

Elections will be held, the King 
stressed, not as a result of press- 
ure exercised on Jordan, but out 
of a feeling for collective parti- 
cipation in handling issues 


Qasem, 

Klibi 

discuss 

summit 

AMMAN J.T.) — Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Ai Qasem met with 
Arab League Secretary-General 
Chadli Klibi Wednesday and dis- 
cussed regional issues in advance 
of file emergency Arab summit to 
be held in Morocco. 

Qasem reiterated the import- 
ance of conceited Arab efforts- on 
the Palestinian issue and the 
Lebanese conflict, the two main’ 
items of the summit's agenda, tbe 
Jordan News Agency. Petra said. 

Klibi flew to Amman frost 
Damascus, Wednesday morning 
and immediately went into talks 
with Qasem. 

"The talks focused on... (Arab' 
support for) the Palestinian people 

-and to help them achieve their 
aspirations for freedom... self- 
determination and the establish- 
ment of an independent Palesti- 
nian state,” said an official 
quoted by the Associated Press. 

Klibi left Amman Later 
Wednesday. 


Hamad i 



Tbeir Majesties King Hussein and Sultan Qaboos Ibn SaTd of Oman Wednesday visit the A! Hussein Military Workshops (Petra photo) 

■ 11 ■ ■■■ '■ mu* j_ . __i_ , 

Sharif Zaid, Zawawi discuss economic cooperation 

A1 Hussein, Qaboos tour military sites 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday accom- 
panied Sultan Qaboos rbn Sa’id 
of Oman on a tour of miiitary 
sites in Jordan. 

The two leaders visited the AI 
Hussein Military Workshops, 
where they were briefed on the 
facility's activities by Chief of 
Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb. 

The King and the Sultan also 
toured the workshop and a dis- 
play of military equipment used 
in field, reconnaissance and air 
defence operations. They also vi- 
sited a special Royal Guards unit 
and watched an exercise using 
live ammunition. 

The two leaders were accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and the Jorda- 
nian mission of honour accom- 
panying Sultan Qaboos as well as 
the high-level ministerial team 
accompanying the Omani leader. 

The King and Sultan Qaboos 
also visited the House of Jordan, 
the new residence of His Majesty 


the King. The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said Sultan 
Qaboos offered to pay the con- 
struction cost of the House of 
Jordan so that it would suit the 
international prestige of the King 
and be a suitable place to receive 
dignitaries visiting Jordan. 

The King and Sultan Qaboos 
later visited the Royal Command 
and Staff Academy, where 
National Medical Institution 
Director General Daoud Hana- 
nia presented a briefing on the 
Queen Aha Heart Centre. 

Earlier. Sharif Zaid met 
Oman’s deputy prime minister 
for economic affairs, Qais Ibn 
Abdul Munem AI Zawawi, and 
discussed economic cooperation. 

“They discussed bilateral rela- 
tions especially in the field of 
financial and economic coopera- 
tion... and ways to improve and 
strengthen these relations,” said 
an official quoted by the AP. 

The meeting was part of a 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker Wednesday bolds talks with 
Omani Deputy Prime Minister fa* Economic Affairs Qais Ibn Abdul 
Muneem A) Zawawi (Petra photo) 


series of economic talks held 
Tuesday between King Hussein 
and Sultan Qaboos. 

Qaboos. who arrived here from 
Kuwait said Tuesday: “Oman will 
never hesitate to support Jordan 
and will always stand by its side.. 

“Oman highly values King 
Hussein's positive role in serving 
the Arab national cause.” 
Oman's ambassador to Jordan, 


Mohammed Ibn Sultan AI 
Bousaeed, told the AP Tuesday 
that Oman “folly understands tbe 
economic hardships which Jordan 
is -undergoing now.” 

He said: “the channels are al- 
ways open between the two lead- 
erships and foe Sultanate will 
never hesitate to shoulder its 
brotherly task towards Jordan at 
any time.” 



Lebanese mufti buried 

n 

after rare show of unity 



Sheikh Hassan IQtaled 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Lebanese, weeping 
and chanting “God is Great,” paid 
tribute in an unprecendented 
show of unity Wednesday to their 


Sunni Muslim spiritual leader, 
killed with 21 other people by a 
powerful carbomb blast. 

Scores of civil defence officials, 
police and civilians carried the 
coffin of slain Grand Mufti 
Sbeikh Hassan Khaled shoulder- 
high through foe streets of west 
Beirut. 

Acting Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss, himself a Sunni Muslim, 
joined Khaled ’s sons at foe head 
of foe mass funeral procession. 
Syrian soldiers, police and mili- 
tiamen cordoned off the area. 

Crowds gathered on balconies 
of shell-damaged buildings. Sob- 
bing mourners shouted “Beirut 
will not die” as foe procession 
passed through tbe area where 
the 68 -year-old cleric was killed 
Tuesday. More than 80 others 
were wounded. 

Many threw rice and perfume 
at tbe coffin as it passed. 

Black flags fluttered from most 
buildings and giant posters of 
Sheikh Hassan were plastered on 
walls. “Beirut will not forget 
you,” read one banner. 

Sheikh Hassan, Mufti of the 
700,000-strong Sunni community 
since 1966, has repeatedly de- 
nounced the violence plaguing 
Lebanon and called for recon- 
ciliation between foe warring fac- 


tions. 

His death drew international 
condemnation and Lebanese of 
all political persuasions called it a 
blow to Lebanon. 

His was foe most powerful 
voice of Lebanon’s Sunni sect, 
already weakened by foe 1987 
killing of Prime Minister Rashid 
Kara mi. Karami, a veteran Sunni 
politician, died in a bomb explo- 
sion aboard his military heli- 
copter. 

Flags hung at half-mast across 
the war-hit capital and businesses 
were shut throughout Lebanon as 
a week of official mourning 
began. 

Hoss, who heads a civilian 
cabinet vying for power with 
Aoun, described Sheikh Khaled 
as “a symbol of wisdom who 
stood for reconciliation, unity 
and peace.” 

“We know wbo killed our Muf- 
ti. The Mufti knew that the 
course of moderation he pursued 
would lead to his death,” said 
Sheikh Mohammad Kenaan, 
Beirut's Sunni judge in the 
farewell sermon. He did not iden- 
tify foe suspects, however. 

“We shall not deviate from foe 
course he followed,” Kenaan 
vowed and foe crowd rowed its 
approval with the chant “God is 


Great." 

After prayers, Khaled's coffin 
was driven for burial at the shrine 
of Imam Abdul Rahman AI 
Ouzai, while foe other coffins 
were taken for burial at martyrs' 
cemetery. 

■ 

Khaled's body, wrapped in a 
white shroud, was taken out of 
the coffin and lowered into the 
ground. 

Respect for Khaled was re- 
flected in foe general strike that 
gripped foe whole of war-divided 
Lebanon, including Israel’s self- 
proclaimed “security zone” in the 
south, police said. 

“This is foe first total shutdown 
in Lebanon since foe outbreak of 
the dvil war ia 1975,“ said a 
police spokesman. 

Syria and Lebanese militia, in 
separate statements, blamed 
Kbaled's assassination on Michel 
Aoun, whose 20.000 mainly 
Christian troops have been en- 
gaged in a fierce shelling duels 
against Syrian- Lebanese forces 
since March 8. 

Police said gunners Wednesday 
fired 30 rockets and Howitzer 
shells into foe Christian coastline 
north of Beirut, violating a week- 
old ceasefire brokered by foe 
Arab League. 


sentenced Fighting continues in Ethiopia coup bid 


to life 


FRANKFURT (Agendes) — A 
West German court Wednesday 
sentenced Lebanese Mohammad , 
Ali Hamadi to fife imprisonment ’ 
for foe 1985 killing of a U.S. ' 
navy diver on a hijacked TWA 
-jet. 

Judge Heiner Mueckenberger 
said foe verdict after a 10-month 
trial showed that West -Ger- 
many’s, justice system could not 
be intimidated by kidnapping- of 
.Germans in -Lebanon. 

Gunmen Tuesday kidnapped ( 
two West Germans in South 
Lebanon in a move linked by r i 
security sources to Hamadi’s sea-.-: 
teudng. 

Tbe parents of the slain. U-S. 
serviceman, Robert Stefhem, 1 
praised the court's handling of i 
foe case but said they felt the , 
defendant deserved 4 *punishment 
more severe than allowable under 
German law.” 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
The government reestablished 
control of Ethiopia’s capital in 
new fighting Wednesday, but a 
military coup attempt that 
already has cost foe lives of two 
dissident generals was continuing 
in other parts of foe war-torn 
nation. . 4 

“In Addis itself, it's increasing- 
ly looking like a failed coup, bnt it 
appears to be a Very- different 
story in other parts of foe country 
and especially in foe north," said 
a Western diplomat in the capital. 
“It's a very fluid, situation.” 
Defence Minister Major 
General' Habte-Giorgis Habte- 
Mariam was killed by rebels in the 
attempted coup, sources close 'to 
foe government said. 

Habte-Giorgis was killed at foe 
Defence Ministry Tuesday -after- 
noon after be refused to join foe 
.rebellion, they added. 

' In government broadcasts from. 
Addis . Ababa's closed interna- 
tional airport, commercial and 


private pilots were warned not to 
fly over foe northern city of 
Asmara, foe capital of foe Erit- 
rean province that has been in 
revolt against the government for 
foe past 28 years. 

The broadcasts, monitored in 
neighbouring Kenya, said flights 
over foe provincial capital were 
dangerous. Asmara is foe head- 
quarters of Ethiopia's 2nd army, 
consisting of some- 150,000 sol- 
diers thought to be siding with tbe 
coup leaders. 

“We're just not -sure what's 
going on in Asmara, whether the 
army has handed its. arms to foe 
EPLF (foe rebel Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Force) or 
whether it rem ains a viable, uni- 
fied force in opposition to foe 
government," said foe diplomat, 
who spoke to. the AP only on 
condition of anonymity. 

Diplomats in Nairobi, in touch 
with tbeir embassies in Addis 
Ababa, reported two hours of 
heavy fighting between rebel and 


loyalist troops at the old airport, 
which is near barracks housing 
Soviet military advisers. 

They also reported clashes in- 
volving tanks outside the Defence 
Ministry, where the coup attempt 
began Tuesday afternoon. 

In addition, a correspondent 
for Reuters in Addis Ababa re- 
ported intermittent small -arms 
fire around Victory Square, 
where parades are often held. 

“The situation from what we 
have heard is very confused. 
Non-one really knows what is 
happening up there,” one diplo- 
mat in Nairobi said. 

Ethiopian state radio reported 
earlier Wednesday that foe coup 
attempt had been crushed. 

Tbe radio said two of the coup 
leaders. Chief of Staff of foe 
armed forces Major General 
Merid Negusie and foe head of 
foe air force. Major General 
Amha Desta. had been killed and 
several other generals linked to 


foe uprising had been arrested. 

Ethiopian President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam cut short a visit to 
East Germany and left East Ber- 
lin (ess than 24 hours after 
he arrived with a high-powered 
delegation for a four-day visit to 
discuss economic ties and other 
matters. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether Mengistu was headed for 
Addis Ababa or another destina- 
tion. 

Officials (EPLF) said in foe 
Sudanese capital Khartoum that 
units opposed to Mengistu had 
captured Asmara radio station, 
which was broadcasting calls for a 
ceasefire in the dvil war and for 
foe formation of a broad-based 
provisional government. 

A Reuter radio monitor in 
Nairobi heard air traffic control 
authorities .in Addis Ababa in- 
structing their counterparts in 
Jeddah and Aden not to route 
flights through foe Asmara zone. 
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Uprising gnaws 
Israeli economy 


TEL AVIV (R) - The Israeli 
economy stagnated in the first 
four months of IW9, extending 
last year's slowdown, the Central 
Bureau of Statistics said Tuesday. 

“The data do not indicate any 
recovery from last year's slow- 
down." Ezra Hadar. head of 
national accounts at the statistics 
office, loid a news conference. 

Gross domestic product grew 
by just I .0 per cent last year, the 
lowest rate since IW2. 

Figures for the first four 

months indicated a drop in ex- 
ports. consumption and new in- 
vestment. while unemployment 
rose to eight per cent, compared 
with an average of 6.4 per cent in 
198H. he said. 

“Industrial production was 
stable at a low level, and the only 
bright spot was a recovery in 
tourism and eonst ruction." he 
added. 

The statistics bureau offered no 
explanation for the slump but 
economists nave blamed the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories, the exchange rate 


Turks quit 

Nicosia 

positions 

NICOSIA (AP) — Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot forces Wednes- 
day abandoned 24 military posi- 
tions along the green line that 
divides Niscosia, capital of the 
island. United Nations officials 
reported. 

The pullback agreement, bro- 
kered by the U.N. peacekeeping 
force based on the island since 
1964. was aimed ai reducing ten- 
sion along the buffer zone that 
runs through the old, walled sec- 
tion of the city. 

Tlie commander of the U.N. 
force, Canadian Major-General 
Give Milner, said the limited 
disengagement took place at 8 
a.m- (0600 GMT) and termed it 
“an important first step towards 
further deconfrontation in 
Nicosia." 

A U.N. statement said the 
Greek Cypriot national guard 
and the Turkish Cypriot forces 
each quit 12 observation posts in 
three sectors of the buffer zone, 
biit did not dismantle them. 

In some sections of the green 
line in the narrow alleyways of 
the old walled city, the rival 
forces are only a few metres 
apart. 

The U.N. force was “satisfied 
that it is the intention of all 
concerned on both sides to keep 
the posts unmanned,” the state- 


and high labour costs. 

The gloomy figures came 24 
hours after the bureau announced 
an unexpectedly large jump in 
inflation. Consumer prices rose 
by 2.6 per cent in April, bringing 
inflation since the beginning of 
the year to 9.7 per cent. 

Deputy Finance Minister Yossi 
Beilin said the ministry was sur- 
prised bv the high index. He 
denied that the recently im- 
plemented austerity plan had 
failed. 

“We 3re facing a process in 
which companies are becoming 
more efficient, at the cost of a rise 
in unemployment... but there is 
no change in our policy.” he said. 

Final statistics for 1988 show 
industrial output fell three per 
cent and industrial exports drop- 
ped 2.1 per cent. 

Israel's trade deficit totalled 
S5.3 billion last year, compared 
with $5 8 billion in 1987. Con- 
sumer prices rose lo.2 per cent in 
the year, and Israel's gross fore- 
ign debt totalled $51 billion. 
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ment said. 

Milner noted that his command 
"has for several years been seek- 
ing agreement on means of separ- 
ating forces in dangerously close 
proximity along the buffer zone." 

A Greek Cypriot National 
Guard soldier shot and wounded 
a Turkish Cypriot trooper on the 
green line in Nicusia May 7. then 
killed himself. 

Five people were killed by gun- 
fire between May and December 
last year, the same number of 
fatalities reported between 1976 
and last May. 

The limited pullback came 
amid talks between President 
George Vassiliou, the Greek 
Cypriot leader, and Rauf De- 
nktash, president of northern 
statelet recognised only by Tur- 
key, on reunification under a 
U.N. -proposed bizonal federa- 
tion. 

The talks, the first in three 
years, began last September but 
have made little headway. 

U.N. officials hope that the 
pullback agreement will lead to 
further such moves aimed at 
eventual demilitarisation of the 
island. 




Palestinians stage a military -style parade in the occupied West Bank 

Afghan rebel government 
seeks Non-Aigned membership 


ISLAMABAD lR) — A Pakis- 
tan-based Afghan rebel govern- 
ment has sought membership of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, a 
Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

He told reporters Pakistan 
would back the move at a current 
meeting of non-aligned foreign 
ministers in the Zimbabwean 
capital. Harare. 

The spokesman said rebel gov- 
ernment President Sibghatullah 
Mojaddidi handed the applica- 
tion for the membership to Zim- 
babwean Foreign Minister 
Nathan Shamuyarira when the 
two met in Islamabad earlier this 
month. 

“We don't know what will be 
the outcome of that application." 
he said. 

Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe is current chairman of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, 
whose Harare meeting is due to 
prepare an agenda for its next 
summit in Yugoslavia in 
September. 

The spokesman said a delega- 
tion of Iran-based Afghan rebels 
had arrived in Pakistan for fresh 
talks on joining the rebel “in- 
terim” governments which seeks 
to overthrow the Soviet-backed 
Afghan government in Kabul. 

The Iran-based rebels bovcot- 

mt 

ted the coalition when it was set 
up last February, saying they 
deserved a bigger share of power 
than offered. 

The coalition later won the 


Afghan seat in the 46-nation 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) although only four 
members — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Sudan and Malaysia — 
have recognised the group indi- 
vidually. 

The Pakistani spokesman said 
Islamabad would back the group 
if it sought, to oust the Kabul 
government from the United Na- 
tions and take its seat. 

‘Rebels abandon assault' 

The Afghan government said 
Tuesday guerrillas had aban- 
doned their quest to capture the 
eastern city of Jalalabad and 
launched a major offensive on the 
southern border town of Khost. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Amani said the 
armed forces responded to the 
froatal assault by 9.000 guerrillas 
with heavy artillery and air 
strikes. 

Dozens of Scud-B missiles 
also were fired from bases in 
Kabul, about 360 kilometres 
north of Khost. 

At least 1,193 guerrillas had 
been killed since the attack began 
Sunday, including 723 since Mon- 
day. Amani said. 

Also, rebels fired seven rockets 
into the capital Tuesday he said. 
One hit a gate at a terminal at 
Kabul airport . killing a woman 
and two workers, he said. There 
were no other casualties, he 
added. 


Rain and low cloud cover 
grounded the Afghan air force, 
allowing the insurgents hiding in 
the surrounding mountains to 
move in closer to the city. Milit- 
ary transport and civilian flights 
were cancelled. 

Mujahedeen control much of 
the Afghan countryside, but they 
do not control any cities. Captur- 
ing a city would give them a base 
for their interim government. 

In early March, the guerrillas 
launched a major assault on Jala- 
labad, located 75 kilometres from 
Pakistan, after surrendering 
several key outposts early in the 
attack. The government troops 
beat back the guerrillas in a coun- 
terattack. 

According to Amani. govern- 
ment forces swept through the 
southwestern part of the city 
starting Monday to dear out the 
rebels. He said 35 guerrillas were 
killed and 34 wounded. Eight 
civilians also were wounded. 

Having failed to capture the 
city, Amani said, the guerrillas 
attacked the southern town of 
Khost. about 10 kilometres from 
the Pakistan border. 

“They were expecting a quick 
victory in Jalalabad, but they 
found this was very difficult." the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 
“Now they have failed and given 
up and begun an attack on 
Khost.” 

Unlike Jalalabad. Khost has no 
major airport or telecommunica- 
tions centre. 


Tehran confirms Iranians smuggled explosives 


NICOSIA (R) — Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's son con- 
firmed in a letter published Tues- 
day that Iranians smuggled explo- 
sives into Saudi Arabia in 1986. 

Ahmad Khomeini said he had 
written the letter in Ettelaat 
newspaper to help explain his 
father's sacking in March of 
Ayatollah Hossein Ali Mon- 
tazeri. who had been designated . 
to succeed Ayatollah Khomeini 
as supreme leader. 

; The letter referred to an inci- 
dent three yeas ago in which 
Saudi Arabia charged that Ira- 
nian Revolutionary Guards plan- 
ned bombings to destabilise the 
Kingdom and disrupt the Haj. . 

; Ahmad Khomeini quoted pas- 
sages from a letter dated Oct. 9. 


1986, in which Montazeri discus- 
sed “the matter of explosives in 
Saudi Arabia.” with Khomeini. 

“Now those in the (Revolu- 
rionary Guards) Corps who have 
made this wrong move and dis- 
graced us in the Haj season can- 
not be prosecuted," Montazeri 
said, complaining that innocent 
people, including associates of 
his, had been put on trial. 

Ahmad Khomeini, his father's 
chief aide, said in his letter that 
the right people had been tried 
for the smuggling and added: 
“Secondly, is there any way for 
revolutionary actions other than 
what was done in Mecca?" 

“Of course this kind of activity 
is sometimes done without a hitch 
and sometimes discovered. This 


does not mean that I agree with 
such things, but this is generally 
how they go.” 

Saudi Arabian television 
showed confessions by Iranian 
pilgrims to the 1986 Ha] who said 
they tried to smuggle in plastic 
explosives. Tehran denied the 
charge at the time. 

Saudi Arabia broke diplomatic 
relations with Iran in April 1988 
after riots which broke out at the 
1987 Haj in Mecca. About 400 
people, most of them Iranians, 
were killed. 

Tehran boycotted .last year's 
ceremony when the Saudis re- 
fused to allow demonstrations or 
accept more than 45,000 Iranians 
under a quota system. 

The two countries renewed 


verbal attacks this week after 
several months of calm. 

Bahraini call 

Bahrain's Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifa lbn Salman Al 
Khalifa urged in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday that Iran show 
good-will towards its neighbours. 

The appeal from Khalifa, 
whose country is the current 
chairman of the Gulf Coopertion 
Council (GCC) that includes 
Saudi Arabia, appeared designed 
to cool the developing crisis be- 
tween Tehran and Riyadh. 

The GCC countries also in- 
clude Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates. They 
have been trying to use the Aug. 
20, 1988 Iran-Iraq ceasefire to 


promote better relations with 
Iran and persuade. Iran to end 
destabilising threats to its neigh- 
bours. 

“Iran is present in the region, 
and is a neighbour of ours, and 
we ■ must have an exchange of 
good relations with it. But all 
such expectations remain hinged 
on Iranian goodwill,” said Khali- 
fa in an interview published in 
Bahrain's daily Akhbar Al 
Khaleej and Kuwait's daily Al 
Seyassab. 

“With the presence of goodwill, 
Iran can attain the best of rela- 
tions, a necessity for the sake of 
spreading stability and trust in the 
region, and inherently bring 
many benefits to all." 


Shamir 

threatens 

to resign 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
threatened to resign if his right- 
wing Likud bloc rejects the gov- 
ernment peace initiative based on 
elections in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, a top Sha- 
mir aide said Wednesday. 

“If the party rejects the initia- 
tive. that means Mr. Shamir will 
have to consider resignation,” the 
aide, Yossi Ahimeir, told the 
Associated Press. 

Shamir faces growing opposi- 
tion in Likud against the election 
initiative. Three influential Likud 
ministers voted against die plan 
which was approved 20-6 by the 
cabinet Sunday. 

- Hie Shamir proposal has been 
rejected by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
leading Palestinians in the occu- 
pied lands who say it is a ploy to 
cheat Palestinians out of an inde- 
pendent state. 

Industry Minister Ariel Sharon 
blasted the Shamir plan which 
calls for Palestinian representa- 
tives elected in the balloting to 
negotiate an interim autonomy 
settlement with brae). 

“The plan that has been pre- 
sented, to my regret, is a plan 
that will bring more violence, 
more terror and will bring us 
closer to war," Sharon, a former 
defence minister, said on Israel 
Radio. 

Economics Minister Yitzhak 
Modai of Likud, who also 
opposes the plan, Tuesday called 
on Shamir to resign and deman- 
ded new elections. 

Sharon ordered the convening 
of Likud's central committe, the 
party's main decision-making 
body, to vote on the plan. Sharon j 
i heads the 2,500-member central 
committee. 

Sharon requested Shamir's 
approval for such a meeting in 
June, Ahimeir said. Shamir, head 
of Likud,, favours discussion of 
his plan, but has not derided on a 
final date. Ahimek said. 

Ahimeir said Shamir would 
consider resigning if the commit- 
tee rejected the plan. “Such a 
vote could be considered a vote 
of no confidence," Ahimeir said. 

Sharon and Housing Minister 
David Levy, also an opponent of 
the Shamir plan, have repeatedly 
challenged Shamir's leadership 
and head powerful camps within 
the party. 

However, a rejection of the 
Shamir plan by the committee 
appeared unlikely in view of Sha- 
mir's popularity and the anti- 
Likud backlash his resignation 
would create among Israeli vo- 
ters. 

Four months ago. Shamir used 
thed threat of resignation to force 
the centra) committee to accept a 
coalition agreement with the 
Labour Party despite widespread 
resistance. 

Shamir supporters, meanwhile, 
urged U.S. officials not to press 
for details on controversial ele- 
ments of the plan, saying such a 
move would stir further opposi- 
tion in Likud. 

“The Americans will be crazy if 
they press us now,” the Jeru- 
salem Post quoted a senior Likud 
source as saying. “It's a sure 
formula for scuttling the process 
altogether.” 

One disputed point is the parti- 
cipation of Palestinians from 
Arab Jerusalem in the proposed 
elections. The Shamir plan has 
not addressed the issue. 

Labour Party leaders support 
the participation of Arab Jerus- 
alemites, saying it would make 
the plan more acceptable to 
Palestinians. 

Likud hardliners oppose such a 
move, saying it would undermine 
the status of Jerusalem as a “un- 
ited unity." 
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US to ask Swiss for Khashoggi extradition 

NEW YORK (R) — the United States will ask Switzerland this 
week to extradite Saudi Arabian millionaire Adnan Khashoggi to 
far** baud charges in connection with his dealings with ousted 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos, a federal judge said 
Tuesday. Judge John Keenan said formal extradition papers had 
been translated and signed and would be delivered to Swiss 
authorities by Friday. Marcos and his wife, Imelda, are accused of 
looting the Philippine Treasury of $103 million and using the 
money to buy Manhattan real estate: 

Algerians disperse protesters 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian security forces fired tear gas to disperse 
youngsters demonstrating in protest against slow progress of 
development projects in their villages. The official news agency 
APS said the youngsters had set up barricades Tuesday across the 
road leading to the village of Ben Oiaabane, about 40 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers, and demanded to talk to district officials. The 
parami litary national gendarmerie dispersed the demonstrators 
when the officials did not arrive, APS said. 

UAE to return envoy to Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
agreed to return its ambassador to Khartoum this week, the Sudan 
News Agency reported. The agency said Mohammad Sultan Al 
Sioudi was to return to Sudan in the company of Ahmad Al 
Mirghani, the head of the state council, Sudan’s collective 
presidency, who began a three-day visit to the UAE Monday. 

Greeks protest air pollution 

ATHENS (AP) — More than 3,000 protestors, many wearing 
surgical masks, marched through the city centre Tuesday to protest 
air pollution in the capital. The marchers shouted slogans such as 
"SOS” and “Athens can and must live” during the rally organised 
by leftist parties. In a declaration, the demonstrators asked for less 
traffic, bener public transportation in the centre, reduction of 
industrial pollution and more park areas in- Athens. 

Divorce suits to protest low incomes 

DIYARBAKIR (AP) — More than 1,000 workers in this south- 
eastern city filed. suits Tuesday to divorce their wives on the 
grounds they can't support a family on their income, a union 
official said. Musa Celik, head of the Diyarbakir branch of the 
Yol-is trade union, said 1,070 workers employed by Turkey’s 
highway authority filed their individual suits in Diyarbakir civil 
court. He said the workers said in a joint petition for divorce their 
income “was not sufficient to provide even the most fundamental 
needs of their families and this was causing quarrels and making 
unbearable.” Celik said the average monthly wage of the workers 
was the equivalent of about $70. 

Iran plans to create two million jobs 

{NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian minister has predicted annual 
economic growth of five per cent for the next five years, creating 
two million new jobs. Planning and Budget Minister Masoud 
Roughani Zanjani told a Tehran news conference the armed forces 
and war-hit areas would get top priority under the 1989-1993 
development plan, due to go to parliament in July. Zanjani said the 
government planned to sell some “non-stra regie" industries to the 
private sector and use the proceeds to develop strategic units. 
Zanjani said the creation of two million jobs through growth in the 
gross domestic product would bring unemployment down from the 
current 15.9 per cent to 14.2 per cent in 1993. 

Iran hangs 10 in public 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran hanged 10 drug traffickers in public 
Tuesday, taking the total executed this year to 489. Tehran Radio, 
monitored in Nicosia, said the 10 had been found guilty of handling 
a tonne of opium and 350 grammes of heroin. They were executed 
in Gorgan and Lahtjan, both near the Caspian coast. Iran stepped 
up its fight against drugs in January with laws setting the death 
penalty for possession of five kilogrammes of opium or 30 grammes 
of heroin. Officials say one million people, or one out of every 50 
Iranians, are drug users. 

Turkey opens Ottoman archives 

TSTANBUL (R) — Turkey threw open the doors to centuries of 
Ottoman archives Tuesday in an attempt to show a more open face 
to the judgment of history. Foreign academics said new regulations 
opening up the records were a major step towards- settling 
Armenian claims that they were the victims of Ottoman genocide 
in eastern Turkey during the World War I. “It will be once more 
understood. .. theie was not even a single page in the history of our 
nation... of which we are ashamed," Foreign Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz said in a statement. "Let anyone come, let the Armenian 
researchers come. Too much history has been left in darkness.” 
said Ismet Miroglu. director of the archives. Turkev denies there 
was any campaign of genocide against the Armenians; 

Inmates revolt at Turkish prison 

ISTANBUL (AP) Leftist inmates revolted at a high security 
prison in Istanbul Tuesday to protest prison conditions, the 
semi-official Anatolia news agency reported. Anatolia said the 
prisoners started a fire inside the jail which was extinguished by 
firefighters. Prison officials brought the protest under control. The 
dispatch said four people including two soldiers were injured, but it 
did not identify the two other injured. Anatolia did not say how 
many prisoners took part in the uprising, how long it lasted or how 
the four were injured. 
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. French I Seeking agricultural cooperation 


experts 


1 


■ AMMAN (J.T.) — A ’workshop 
on rural changes in the Middle 
Hast opened in Aiximan Wednes- 
day with the participation of 15 
Arab and. French researchers. 

The workshop will discuss' va- 
rious modernisation and urba- 
^ rasation trends with particular 
attention on migration from rural 
to urban areas within, the Arab 
... World. 

. ^. A working paper presented by 
* . ^sociologist Suleiman Sweiss 
Offered useful information about 
tbft situation in. Jordan's rural 
r r .regions. Four decades ago Sweiss 
sard, the people of rural areas in 
Jordan accounted for 65 per cent 
- pf "the total population, declining 
.. to'47 per cent m 1961 and a mere 




: SGtfcer cent in. 1989, Sweiss said. 

• ^He said that people migrated to 
me. tiffin which now house more 
w. than 70‘ per cent of the popula- 
tion. Residents of the rural areas 
: of Jordan enjoyed relative setf- 
. j&Efidency and used to sell sur- 
. -pluses of their products to the city 
and export to other countries, but 
- ihe trend has now changed drasti- 
with the rural population 
. unable to support themselves, 
. Sweiss noted. 

; Hie researcher referred to con- 
: 'tinned migration to urban areas 
.and said that many farmers had to 
abandon their land and seek jobs 
in'lthe city or in the aimed fores, 
thus drastically reducing the 
country’s food production. 

- /He said poor production levels, 


national 


nuadretmg~probleins, -the relative 
high cost of ^arm equipment and 
fertilisers forced farmers to turn 
to other means of income, the 
researcher noted. 

Sweiss said continued migra- 
tion to the urban areas has caused 
a serious problem and rendered 
the country unable to ensure food 
security and more dependent ou 
imported foodstuffs. 

Other speakers included Dr. 
Fahd Al Fanek who represented 
the Arab Thought Forum which 
organised the meeting in. coop- 
eration with the Centre of Studies 
and Research in Contemporary 
Middle East and the French Stu- 
dies mid Documentation Centre on 
Law, Economics and Social Sci- 
ences in Cairo and the French 
Institute for Arabic Studies in 
Damascus. 

Fanek said that. the Arab 
Thought Fprum maintains close 
cooperation with Arab and world 
organisations to organise gather- 
ings and meetings that can help 
improve conditions in the Arab 
World. 

Rural changes in the Middle 
East is (me of the prime topics for 
the Arab Thought Forum in view 
of its dose links with develop- 
ment and its socio-economic in- 
fluence on the population, Fanek 
noted. 

French researcher Francois 
Train presented a paper on socio- 
economic evolution in upper 

Egypt- 


SHEEP COMPLEX: The Jordan Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
has started building complex in Tafileh Govemorate for fattening 
sh^ep and providing veterinary services to the local farmers and stock 
breeders. /CO officials said that the complex can accommodate 7,000 
beads of sheep most of which will be consumed in the local markets 
t (Petra). ' 

NEW SITE;. Amman Municipality has started dumping garbage and 
other. waste collected in the' capital at an old and deserted site within 
the Rusdfa phosphate mines area instead of the old dumping area in 
Maifca. A- municipality spokesman said that spedal equipment have 
:been_instajled in the new site for the treatment of the garbage.- The 
new-dumping ground serves the Amman and Zarqa cities, the most 
. populated in the Kingdom (Petra). 

MEDICAL. CENTRE: The construction of a medical centre at 
Mara’i Sabba in Mafraq Governors te has concluded. The .centre, 
/which- cost JD 124,000 includes dinics covering all medical needs, 

j> fl: . v'i Lv-.-rO 2 j •— . A \* - 

'ART ; CBITfCr Art critic Marfeh : Asf<^ wiB on Tlmisday May 18 
initiate lectures and discnSaCnis dealing with art and its various 
aspects based_oh art "works displayed at Al Wasiti gallery at Amman . 
Piazal Asfour who' has just returned from Italy where he received 
. ample- training on. urt and . art criticism, announced that criticism 
sessions will be held on weekly basis (J.T.). 

EDUCATION: Minister of Education Abdullah Nsour has stressed 
the importance of the tea.cher in the process of education and that 
teaching entails full concentration o.i educational matters. During a 
meeting with educational organisations in Sweileh Wednesday, Dr. 
Nsour called for cooperation among the various schools in Sweileh in 
Order to attain the highest possible standards (Petra). 

ISLAM 16 AFFAIRS: Awqaf and . Islamic Affairs Minister Dr. 
Abdul Aziz Khayyat Wednesday met separately with his Syrian, 
Egyptian, and Moroccan counterparts on the sidelines of the fourth 
conference .of the Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ministers currently 
convening id Jeddah. During the meeting, they discussed mutual 
coop er ation par tirnlarly in Islamic affairs. Khayyat also conferred 
with his Saum counterpart and discussed cooperation, Islamic affairs, 
and matters related to pilgrimage (Petra). 

SEMINAR: A two-day semin ar Wednesday opened at Mu'ta 
University. On raising the standard of sebool principals, in the 1990s.- 
The. seminar will discuss a number of subjects dealing with the 
scientific bases of choosing school principals and means to train them* 
efficiently to perform their duties (Petra). 

INSPECTION: Aqaba District Governor Qaftan Al Majali ^ 
Wednesday Jnspected work underway at Al Rabyah region in Aqaba 
and reviewed preparations undertaken for transit passengers. Ih 
April 15,397 passengers arrived from Egypt and 2,653 left for that 

■country' 1 (Petra). 

EN DORESM ENTS: Hie Council of Ministers Wednesday en- 
■doised the orgamsaticmal structure and. budget of the Aqaba Region 
/Vcthonty. for i989. The council also endorsed the minutes of the 
ninth session of the Joint - Jordanian-Iraqi Committee which 
convened* in Amman on April 22 (Petra). 

// WHAT’S GOING ON . 

■ m 

The- foflpwing listings are compiled tom monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time. 'Mod , place "with the concerned institutions. 

" . EXHIBITIONS 

art exhibition by Mohammad Botis and Munira 
TumsfYjeh at. the Housing GaOery. 
it TJ& May art exhibition at Al Wasiti Art Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

/ £ Aa ml ejrfribitioa by Am Ammoura al the GaOery Hall, Jabal 

- -Lwdbdeh. _ 

* An exhibitiou entitled “Grand Projects for the State: 1979- 

-- 1989” at the French Cultural Centre. 

■& A photography exhibition by British photographer and writer 
- Jane Taylor in which 41 aerial photographs of various places in 
Jordan -are on display at Alia Gallery. 

* A jpJ»otography exHbitiou by Abid Atwan at the Spanish' 

: . - Cultural: Centre — - 6KO pjn. 
tUt Att -wt • wthWBuB by Diana Shamounki at the Petra Bank 


-ft hy Ahmad Aim Othman at the Homing Bank 

Gallery (Friday) — 5:00 p.m. 


^ A WoOdy ABen feature film entitled “Hannah and 

m the American Centre — 7:00 pjn. 

* ACbarty Chaplin film week at Haya Cultural ( 
' mhre' iBfonuatioa can the centre). 


Centre. (For 


“ • ■ ■ i" 


☆ AJeetnr ^with slides, on the restoration works of the 
Mkiibngelo’s frescoes at the Sistine Chapel in Rome by Prof. 
Nfeasureno Gabrieffi at the Royal Cultural Centre — &30 p.m. 

: ‘ FESTIVAL • 

• . 1 ■ y . ’ ( .# : . • ■ • . ' >. 

■fr mtehmrtinnrf Jordanian festival at the American Cornmun- 

; (JFriday) lfcflOajn. - 3:00 p-m. ■ 


• s 


AMMAN (J.T.? — Jordan’s 
wheat production this year is at a 
low level due largely to the recur- 
rent waves of frost that hit the 
crop in the past winter and re- 
duced Jordan’s agricultural pro- 
duction in general. Minister of 
Agriculture Adnan Badran said 
here Wednesday. 

The minister was speaking at 
separate meetings with the 
Lebanese, British and Japanese 
ambassadors to Jordan whom he 
briefed on the Kingdom’s general 
agricultural situation and govern- 
ment plans to organise produc- 
tion and marketing. 


the minister discussed with 
Lebanese Ambassador Butros 
Zyadeh the prospect of increasing 
the volume of exchanged ship- 
ments of agricultural crops be- 
tween the two countries and be- 
nefiting from Lebanon's experi- 
ence in producing pine nuts. 

Badran discussed with 
Japanese Ambassador to Jordan 
Makoto W a tan a be the prospect 
of Japan financing a Jordanian 
project for the production of im- 
proved vegetable seeds, and wa- 
ter resources exploitation. 

The minister discussed with the 


British Ambassador Anthony 

Reeve the prospect of enquiring 
British firms' help to produce 
pesticides in Jordan to save funds 
spent on imported pesticides. He 
also reviewed with the ambassa- 
dor agricultural projects under- 
way in the Aqaba region and a 
fishery recently established in the 
port city. 

_ Badran voiced- Jordan's appre- 
ciation to the British and 
Japanese governments for their 
assistance to the Kingdom in its 
drive to combat desert locusts 
that invaded Jcrdan last autumn. 


Midway between producers , consumers : 


Arab World becomes transit 
point for drug trafficking 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan 
and the rest of the Arab World 
are- located midway between 
Europe, Africa and Asia, and 
Arab territory has therefore wit- 
nessed continuous smuggling and 
drug trafficking operations over 
the ages, according to Dr. Akram 
Nashaat Ibrahim, secretary 
general of the Arab Interior 
Ministers Council who is now on 
a visit to Jordan. 

Ibrahim said that the Arab 
World lies between the major 
drug producer nations in the east 
and in Asia on the one hand and 
Europe which is the major con- 
sumer in the north on the other, a 
position which makes it impera- 
tive on governments to double 
efforts to stem the drug traffick- 
ing trade. 

For its part Jordan does not 
suffer from a drug addiction 
problem: but having a central 
geographical location in the Arab 


World, it is constantly exposed to 
dnig trafficking operations, Ibra- 
him said in 3 statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Ibrahim is in Amman to take 
part in a conference by Arab 
“ anti- narcotics departments in 
which 15 Arab states are partici- 
pating. Ibrahim was one of the 
main speakers at the conference’s' 
opening session in Amman Tues- 
day. when he called on Arab 
states to increase their coopera- 
tion in combatting drug traffick- 
ing within their regions. 

With the introduction of fast 
means of transportation and the 
adoption of open trade systems 
and other facilities, drug traffick- 
ing and means of smuggling the 
illicit products have increased 
since die last century, Ibrahim 
noted. 

He said there are alarming 
signs that the danger of drugs is 
now spreading in the Arab region 


JAE team leaves for Sanaa 


AMMAN (Petra) — A team 
from the Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority (JEA) Wednesday flew to 
Sanaa, capital of North Yemen 
on a week-long visit and talks on 
bilateral cooperation in electricity 
fields. Hie talks will be con- 
ducted with officials and en- 
gineers from the North Yemeni 
electricity corporation, and will 
coyer technical, financial and 
management jof [ electricity pro-, 
d fiction and distribution, accord 
mg to a JEA spokesman. 

The spokesman said that the 
team members will make field 
trips to a number of power in- 
stallations and will help local au- 
thorities to work out a plan for 
financial, technical and adminis- 
trative development in power- 


generating fields. He said that the 
team will introduce a compute- 
rised system to the Yemeni cor- 
poration to help training and 
management operations. 

Last month a North Yemeni 
delegation held talks with JEA 
officials here on cooperation in 
electricity, in implementation of 
an agreement signed earlier by 
the two sides. 

The JEA then announced that 
it was going ahead with. a project 
of preparing designs, spcifications 
and tender documents pertaining 
to an electrification project in 
North Yemen. The project ene- 
tails supplying electricity to 800 
villages in Yemen through a loan 
from the Arab Fund for Econo- 
mic and Social Development. 


Scientific cooperation with Soviets 


IRBID (J.T.) — A visiting de- 
legation from the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences led by Pro- 
fessor Oleg Bogatikov Wednes- 
day met Yarmouk University 
President Mohammad Hamdan 
to discuss cooperation betwen the 
two institutions in scientific and 
technological affairs. The team, 
which arrived in Amman Tuesday 
evening on a week-long visit, 
explored with Hamdan areas of 
cooperation in these fields and 
beard a briefing on the develop- 
ment of Yarmouk University and 
a number of its departments. 

The team which is making the 


visit to Jordan at the invitation of 
the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST) is ex- 
pected to hold talks with officials 
and specialists running scientific 
centres and universities in Jordan 
on scopes of bilateral cooperation 
in science and technology and 
also in renewable sources of ener- 
gy and means of protecting the 
environment. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the two rides are 
expected to prepare the ground 
for joint protocols on future 
cooperation. 


Statistics seminar starts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Officials 
employed by departments of sta- 
tistics in seven Arab countries 
including Jordan started a train- 
in g seminar in Amman 
Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Statistics which is orga- 
nising the seminar in cooperation 
with the Arab Institute for Statis- 
tics and Research Training said 
that the participants will discuss 
topics ranging from financial 
planning, systems of statistics 
used in the Arab World and 
financial data, to balances of pay- 


ments and financial statistics. 

Taking part in the two-week 
seminar are participants from 
Jordan, North and South Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Qatar, 
Somalia and Palestine. 

The department’s director 
general Dr. Abdul Hadi Alawi 
said that continued development 
challenges facing the Arab World 
make it incumbent on Arab states 
to promote their statistical sys- 
tems to cope with the require- 
ments of socio-economic growth 
and help implement development' 
plans. 


Qudah calls for unified 
ACC customs duties 


AQABA (Petra) — Director 
General of the Customs Depart- 
ment Adel Al Qudah Tuesday 
called for unifying all customs 
duties among the four founding 
countries of the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC) to ensure a 
fair and ideal commercial ex- 
change among these countries — 


Jordan, Iraq. Egypt and North 
Yemen. 

He added that his department 
has introduced temporary admis- 
sion regulations to encourage in- 
vestment and has also opened a 
customs office in Sahab Industrial 
City for facilitating customs clear- 
ance. 


Qatarneh meets councils 
heads, approves budgets 


ZARQA (Petra) — The Zarqa 
Governor Eid Qatarneh Wednes- 
day discussed with several local 
councils’ directors their plans and 
programmes for development’ 
and stressed the importance of 
cany?™ out construtive projects 
that can meet the needs of the 


soceity. 

On another development Gov- 
ernor Qatarneh approved the 
budgets of Al Qinya, Urn Al 
Mi k man and Al Dubai then muni- 
cipal councils estimated respec- 
tively at JD 55,024, JD 37,681 
and JD 29,604. 


and all Arab states have to join 
forces in the fight against the 
looming danger, Ibrahim warned. 

Referring to the council’s de- 
velopment, Ibrahim said that it 
was established in 1982 upon a 
resolution from the Arab interior 
ministers representing 21 coun- 
tries. 

The council aims to combat 
drug trafficking, ensure greater 
measures of security for the Arab 
World and help national author- 
ities to establish security and sta- 
bility. This programme, he noted, 
is being implemented through 
four regional offices set up in 
Amman, Damascus. Baghdad 
and Casablanca. 

In the course of endeavours to 
combat drug trafficking Ibrahim 
said, the council has prepared 
and endorsed a pan-Arab 
strategy which is expected to 
boost the Arab World’s ability to 
control narcotics. 


Independence 
Day holiday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Next Thurs- 
day, May 25, will be a pobfic 
holiday in Jordan to mark the 
Kingdom’s Independence Day, 
according to an official com- 
munique issued by the prime 
minister’s office Wednesday. 
The communique said that all 
gpverutneiit departments and 
public institutions wifi remain, 
closed on that day in observance' 
of Independence Day. 

To mark the occasion, the 
Ministry of Education has orga- 
nised a huge youth and sports 
festival to be held at Al Hussein 
Yonth City’s stadium under 
Royal patronage. Nearly 9,000 
male and female students are 
taking part in the festival on 
May 25. 


Agrarian 

reform 

conference 

reviews 

Syrian 

paper 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A five day 
round-table conference on agra- 
rian reform and rural develop- 
ment Wednesday reviewed a 
working paper by Syrian resear- 
cher Sal ah Al Wazzan. 

The paper dwelt on organising 
and managing agricultural ser- 
vices, mostly bene fitting small 
farmers in the Near East. 

The paper tackled strategies 
and plans adopted in the region 
for the sake of developing rural 
areas and requirements to help 
small farmers increase output. 

It also dealt with problems in 
marketing farmers’ crops proces- 
sing, agricultural products, agri- 
cultural extension services and 
the role of agricultural coopera- 
tives. 


ACS hosts 
festival 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- 
ican Community School will host 
guests from the international and 
Jordanian communities at their 
fifth International Jordanian Fes- 
tival. This cultural fair will take 
place on the school campus, Fri- ' 
day. May 19. 

Mrs. Vivian Daher, organiser 
of the festival, considers the fes- 
tival an occasion for people of 
different cultural backgrounds to 
join together to share their foods, 
music and folk dances in a friendly 
atmosphere. 

Sharing in the festival are, the 
Ministry of Tourism, the Royal 
Jordanian Airlines and their folk- 
lore troupe. Hotel Jordan Inter- 
Continental, Marriott Hotel, 
Ata All, Jordan D^tish Dairy 
Co. and British Airways, among 
other;. 








CONGRATULATIONS: patriarch appointment as prime minis ter. Ttap patriarch and 

Theodoras, of the Greek Orthodox church in Jem- his team wished the prime minister success in his 
salem and a group of bishops and priests called duty and in implementing the directives of His 
Wednesday on Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Majesty King Hussein to serve Jordan and the Arab ■ 
Shaker to offer their congratulations for his Nation (Petra photo! 


Energy conference concludes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The partici- 
pants in the international confer- 
ence on energy systems called for 
reducing the' consumption of 
energy, improving the effective- 
ness of its use in various fields, 
and establishing a regional in- 
formation centre in the field of 
energy in general and Arab elec- 
trical systems in particular. This 
was reported in the final session 
of the conference which con- 
cluded Wednesday. 


The conferees also called foT 
paying special attention to studies 
dealing with the use of solar 
energy and stressed the import- 
ance of information related to 
speed of wind and solar radiation 
in the Arab countries. The con- 
ferees also pointed out the need 
to expand the use of computers in 
running and maintaining electric- 
al energy systems as well as scien- 
tific researchers. 

Moreover, the conferees noted 


the need to train technicians and* 
engineers working in the field oT 
energy so as to modernise their 
expertise. 

It is noteworthy that the three- ’ 
day conference, which was 
attended by a number of Arab' - 
and foreign experts and special- 
ists, reviewed 34 working paperi- 
dealing with energy resources 
with special focus on the use of 
solar and wind energy powers as. 
alternative sources of energy. 


Teachers Training College 
opens 3rd branch in Karak 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Higher Education will open a 
branch in Karak for the newly 
established Advanced Teachers 
Training College during the com- 
ing summer, and at least 270 male 
and female students are expected 
to benefit from its courses, 
according to a ministry spokes- 
man as quoted by Sawt Al 
Shaab daily Wednesday. 

• The paper said that with the 
dpening of the branch in Karak, 
the college will have established 
three branches, with the other 
two being in Amman and bind. 
The spokesman, Afif Abdul Rah- 
man said that a total of 1,200 
male and female srudents will be 
admitted to these branches dur- 


ing 1989 to provide them with 
training in teaching and allow 
them to acquire higher degrees in 
their respective specialisations. 

The spokesman said that parti- 
cipants in the courses from gov- 
ernment schools will ’benefit from 
the courses free of chrage but 
those coming from private 
schools .will have to pay fees 
equal to those paid at Jordanian 
universities. 

Hie college, he said, offers 
four year courses to undergradu- 
ate teachers and two year courses 
to those with comm unity college 
diplomas in addition to tr ainin g in 
teaching methods. 

Abdul Rahman said that the 


college was established in impltf- ; 
mentation of resolutions passed, 
by the first Jordanian educational"- 
conference held in Amman in : 
1987. 

Last year, the Amm an branch.* 
admitted 300 students while the’- 
Irbid branch took 240 students 
for these courses, the spokesman . 
said. Soon, he added, the minis- v 
try will open branches in other 
provinces and' organise summer , 
courses for fbos£ living and work.- | 
ing in remote regions. 

■ 

According to Abdul Rahm an, ; 
teachers working in schools oper-!; 
ated by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA)'’ 
can benefit from the project. 


WCO conference concludes 


CAIRO (Petra) — Greater Am- 
man Municipality Mayor Abdul 
Ra'ouf Al Rawabdeh has prop- 
osed choosing assistants for the 
president of the World Capitals 
Organisation (WCO) represent- 
ing various parts of the world so 
as to facilitate discussion of issues 
and holding contacts with the 
WCO. 

Rawabdeh proposed this dur- 
ing the meetings of the WCO 
executive committee which con- 
cluded in Cairo Wednesday. Dur- 
ing the meetings, the committee 
endorsed the basic roles of the 
WCO and approved of some re- 
commendations Rawabdeh had 


Ministry 
prepares 
for Tawjihi 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education’s educational 
committee held a meeting Tues- 
day to discuss arrangements for 
holding the Tawjihi examinations 
in Jordan in the coming month. 

Minister of Education Abdul- 
lah Nsour who chaired the meet- 
ing said strict measures will be 
adopted against violators of reg- 
ulations concerning the examina- 
tion which will be held by the 
middle of June. 

The minis ter said that school 
graduation ceremonies would be 
simple and devoid from all forms 
of lavish spending. 


proposed. 

The agenda of the second 
WCO, which is scheduled to con- 
vene in June 1990, was also 
approved. It includes matters re- 
lated to exchange of expertise 
among the capitals which have 
similar problems, as well as tack- 
ling the problems of administra- 
tion, infrastructure, social ser- 
vices, rural migration, elimina- 


tion of garbage, economic 
growth, and provision of various 
services to the people. 

At the closing session. Cairo 
Governor Dr. Mohammad Sharif 
delivered a speech emphasising 
the importance of cooperation . 
among the various world capitals 
so as to solve problems, exchange 
expertise, and help in solving 
environmental pollution. 


LCO 



■ 

Ghazi and Maria Saudi cordially welcome Mr. and 
Mrs. Robin Bellerby who are currently visiting Jor- 
dan, wishing them a pleasant stay among their many 
friends and students of Daviess College in Hove 
Brighton. 


British Ladies of Amman 

MAY FAIR 

FRIDAY MAY 26 1989 , 11 am _ 5 pm 


in the Garden of H.E. British Ambassador's Residence 
"ALL PROCEEDS TO LOCAL CHARITIES' 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY- 

ENTERTAINMENT 

FACE PAINTING 

GAMES 

CRAFT ITEMS 

WHITE ELEPHANT STALL 


SPECIAL APPEARANCE 
BY 

MOMMA WITCH 
AT 

12 NOON 


GRAND RAFFLE ! 
DOOR PRIZE I 
FOOD , 

REFRESHMENTS , 
AND MORE- 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


ENTRANCE 


ADULTS J-D. LOOO 

CHILDREN JD. 0.250 
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For the mufti’s sake, 
no more killings 

THE huge car bomb which assassinated the grand mufti of 
Lebanon Sheikh Hassan KJialed and killed and wounded 
scores of other innocent Lebanese was obviously aiming at 
the destruction of the ceasefire and good will that were 
generated by recent painstaking Arab League efforts. It is 
do mere coincidence that the murder of the Sunni leader in 
Lebanon occurred at a time when the Arab efforts in 
Lebanon were beginning to bear fruit and were on the verge 
of attaining and declaring an unprecedented breakthrough 
in the Lebanese crisis. All those forces which are on the side 
of continued bloodshed in Lebanon must accordingly be 
viewed as probable suspects, on the top of which are Israeli 
agents. It is no secret that Israel is having a field day since 
Lebanon was submerged in inter-factional and inter-Arab 
armed struggles and internecine fighting and killing. The 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon and its perpetual occupation of 
southern Lebanon cannot be viewed except as most destabi- 
lising developments that have contributed a great deal to 
Lebanon’s continued ordeal. 

Yet, Israel and its agents are not the only suspects in this 
macabre assault on the leader of the Sunni Muslims in 
Lebanon. There are ample diabolic opportunists! within 
Lebanon who are working constantly to keep the fire in 
Lebanon burning indefinitely. What better way to keep the 
flame of hostility in Lebanon burning than by killing 
religious leaders whether Muslim or Christian? And, since 
the intentions of the perpetrators of this latest heinous crime 
against the whole of Lebanon is to sow discord once again in 
Lebanon in the wake of the latest Arab successes to bring 
about an initial agreement between the various factions, it 
behoves the aggrieved party not to succumb to the trap set 
for It and for the whole Lebanese people by not reacting in 
kind. Otherwise, the cyde of revenge would be set in motion 
once again with the no end in sight. Accordingly, all those 
who truly mourn Sheikh Khaled are urged to abstain from 
acts of revenge in honour of the man who struggled so hard 
to bring about harmony and accord among his one people. 
This would be the highest tribute that can be bestowed upon 
Sheikh Khaled and all those who support his glorious path 
of reconciliation. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Jordanian Arabic daily newspapers on Wednesday welcomed a 
visit here by Sultan Qaboos of Oman who upon arrival voiced his 
country's total support for Jordan and its appreciation of King 
Hussein's services to the Arab Nation. A 1 Ra’i daily said that the 
King and the Sultan have voiced their satisfaction for their 
relations and their keenness to develop cooperation between the 
countries in various fields. Both leaders also expressed their 
determination to work together to bolster Arab ranks and carry 
out joint efforts in supporting the Palestinian people's struggle for 
freedom, the paper noted. There is no wonder then that the two 
leaders maintain contacts since they hold similar views and aim to 
achieve the same goals, the paper added. The paper said that the 
Jordanian people look with pride to their leadership's endeavours 
at the pan-Arab level and welcome the sultan’s visit here as part 
of the collective Arab effort. 

A columnist in Ai Ra’i daily suggests that an annual Arab 
expatriates conference be held in any Arab capital designed to 
strengthen their ties with their Arab homeland. Ibrahim Sakkyba 
says such conference would create an opportune moment for the 
Arab leaders and the representatives of the expatriates to 
exchange ideas on the best means of cooperating to bolster the 
Arab World s ties with the outside world and ensure me ani ngful 
support for Arab causes worldwide. The writer refers to the 
coining expatriates conference in July and says that it should be 
exploited towards achieving these goals as well as securing 
continual transfers and constant backing from these expatriates to 
their home countiy. Sakkijha says not only should we invite those 
living in Arab countries to take part in the proposed pan-Arab 
conference but important personalities living in the United States 
and Latin America should also be invited to participate. The 
writer refers to the election of an Argentine of Arab origin, 
Carlos Menem as president and says that numerous other people 

of Arab origin now enjoy high positions in different countries of 
the world. 

AI Dustonr daily said that the very warm welcome by Jordan to 
Sultan Qaboos reflects the Jordanian people’s genuine feelings 
towards the leader of Oman which had continually supported 
Jordan's stand. The paper said the the Sultan’s current visit here 
acquires an importance of a new dimension since it comes on the 
eve of an Arab summit meeting and following a long and fruitful 
relationship between the two countries. Thanks to the sincere 
efforts of King Hussein and Sultan Qaboos. Jordan and Oman are 
now enjoying very strong ties and continue to maintain coopera- 
tion in all fields and at all levels, the paper said. The paper 
expressed hope that the sultan’s current visit to Jordan will 
contribute towards stronger ties between the two brotherly stares. 


Defining the limits of fourth estate 


By Nqjwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter.. 

AMMAN — “M aintaining and deepening dialogue between 
the government and citizens in the context of calm .dialogue 
through direct or indirect communications and respecting 
responsible freedom of expression and freedom of the press 
in accordance frith internationally recognised national 
principles based on the concept of national be longing and 
the multitude of opinions within reasonable limi ts.” This is 
His Majesty King Hussein’s directive to the new govern- 
ment, April 26, 1989, concerning the role of the media. 


On May 15, the government of 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker made the 
first step in this direction. Five 
journalists previously banned 
from writing, were allowed to 
resume “their journalistic activi- 
ties and effectively participate in 
serving their countiy and society 
through their work.” 

Speaking to journalists on May 
15, Prime Minister Sharif Zaid 
said that the government will 
implement the King's directive, 
which he says, “gives all possible 
support and care for journalists 
and is keen to provide suitable 
and optimum atmosphere for 
enabling journalism to play its. 
required national role.” 

The King’s directive is based 
on the constitution, which 
guarantees the freedom of speech 
and press, and supports two of 
the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) laws and the draft charter 
of human and people's rights in 
the Arab World, (see box). 

The directive frirther shows 
Jordan's commitment to the In- 
ternational Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights. Jordan was 
one of the first coon tries, in 1976, 
to sign and to ratify this covenant 
which emanated from the Univer- 
sal Declaration of Human Rights 
proclaimed by the United Na- 
tions General Assembly in 1948. 
-and translated into treaty obliga- 
tions on the part of each member 
state, (see box). 

The 4PA welcomed the direc- 
tive wholeheartedly, voicing 
hopes that channels of com- 
munication between the govern- 
ment and all sectors of society 
will be further opened. Accord- 
ing to the president of the asso- 
ciation Hasbim Khreisat the 
directive established the criteria 
for respecting differing opinions 
and views. 

“This (the directive) inspires us 
to work towards organising and 
developing the media profession 
in cooperation with the govern- 
ment, to ensure that we will 
perform our role and duty, en- 
trusted to us by the new reality 
created by King Hussein,” 
Khreisat said. 

Both he and former minister of 
information, Leila Sharaf see the 
new reality emerging when the 


new government implements the 
King's directives and “restruc- 
tures the media in order for all 
(citizens) to express their opin- 
ions by the right means and for 
(the purpose of) development,” 
Khreisat said. 

Both agree that the King’s 
directives will soon be translated 
into “practical steps” by the gov- 
ernment. 

Jordanians ask whether the 
riots that took place in some cities 
and towns last month could have 
been avoided if the channels of 
communication between the gov- 
ernment and the people were “a 
bit wider”. 

Sharaf strongly believes that 
after the recent riots, the new 
government is capable of under- 
standing the implications behind 
the lack of national debate and 
will be taking the necessary steps 
to ensure the “natural flow (of 
communications).” 

According to Sharaf: “After 
the parliament was dismissed... 
there was no forum available for 
people to express themselves. 
They bad some venues (parlia- 
ment and press) for national de- 
bate which made them feel that 
their concerns were reaching the 
top.” 

Former editor-in-chief of Ai 
Dustour, Mahmoud AJ Sharif 
says that be sees the King's direc- 
tives as fitting a global glasnost, 
which calls for “more freedoms 
and more popular participation in 
decision-making.” 

“A free unbridled press (is 
essential) for the improvement of 
the political climate, especially in 
the absence of political parties,” 
said AI Sharif. 

Ai Dustour columnist, Mu'nis 
AI Razzaz and Kuwaiti AI Watan 
correspondent, Abdullah Ham- 
dan agree that in the absence of 
political parties, the press could 
act as. a “substitute parliament” 
for Jordanians to voice their opin- 
ions. They see a great necessity at 
the moment for a debate preced- 
ing the forthcoming parliamen- 
tary elections whereby nominees 
could use the press to state their 
stands. 

“Like parliament members, 
journalists should be granted im- 
munity as long as they do not 


wort to agitate the people,” Raz- 
zaz says. 

For the debate to take place 
several journalists and columnists 
have asked whether the new gov- 
ernment needs to look into the 
previous government's derision 
to own a majority of the stocks of 
the newspapers and to consider 
amending the press and publica- 
tions law. 

According to two AI Rai col- 
umnists, Tariq Masarweh and 
Ibrahim Abu Nab, the emergency 
economic powers, which were 
used last year to reorganise the 
boards and management of the 
four dailies, contributed to assi- 
milation in news reporting. 

Newspapers’ ownership 

Government quasi ownership 
of the newspapers meant that all 
newspapers became uniform, re- 
flecting the government (owner) 1 
policy. According to journalists, 
interviewed this was unnecessary 

m 

since the government already 
owned more powerful mediums 
of expression such as television 
and radio. 

“The difference between a free 
press and a government agency, 
is that (the latter) is a mouthpiece 
for the executive branch of the 
state, while a free press should be 
a free expression of the wishes of 
the people,” Abu Nab said. 

He says that while journalists 
object to a government appointed 
management interfering with 


their work, they would accept a 
non- government management 
“because journalists would have 
a choice to work for other news- 
papers if they do not like any one 
papers policy.” 

King's 

directives 

kindle 

high 

hopes 

Masarweh agrees. He says that 
if the government is intent on the 
freedom of the press, it will have 
to implement a new policy and 
sell its shares back to the public. 
He says that journalists should 
own at least 10 per cent of their 
respective newspapers' shares. 
“Such a move will save the news- 
papers.” Masarweh says. 

He rites Sawt AI Shaab as an 
example of the failure of govern- 
ment-owned newspapers to make 
successful business. 

“Sixty, seven per cent of Sawt 
AI Shaab is owned by the govern- 
ment. The newspaper is losing. It 
has already lost a quarter of a 
million dinars." 

“Let the people elect a board 
of directors, who then has the 
right to appoint an editor-in- 
chief.” Masarweh says, adding 
that this will not mean that the 
people might choose a board of 
directors against the system “be- 


Excerpts from the Jordan Press Association law of 1983 

■ 

Article 4a reads: Enabling journalists to convey their message and 
working towards guaranteeing the necessary freedom for their 
work in accordance within the law and within the context of moral 
and national responsibility . . . and article 48 reads: A Journalist’s 
(reporter a freelancer) work will be facilitated and will not be 
stopped or penalised while he or she perform their professional 
duties, antes he or she is doing his/her job in a way which 
constitutes a criminal act. 

s 

Excerpts from the draft charter of human and people’s right 
in the Arab World 

Article 33 of the draft charter of ti nman and people’s rights in 
the Arab World reads: Everyone has the right to live in a free 
intellectual environment, to take part in cultural life, to develop his 
intellectual and creative talents and to eqjoy the benefits of 
scientific and artistic progress. Everyone has the right to benefit 
form the protection of the moral and material interests resulting 
from any scientific, artistic or literary production of which he Is the 
author. 

Excerpts from the international covenant on dvii and 
political right 


Article 19.2 of the covenant, which refers to freedom of 
expression reads: Everyone shall have the right to freedom of 
expression, this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, 
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art or through 
any other media of his choice. 



South Korean unrest likely to persist 


cause there is no such thing as 
someone with or against the sys- 
tem. If the system is good then 
everyone will respect the 
system.” 

AI Ra’i editor-in-chief Rakan 
AI Majali also suggested public 
shareholding companies to own 
the newspapers. 

According to Majali, “only if 
the paper employs those who do 

not have a personal interest in the 
newspapers, will there be a 
change in the present conditions 
(of the newspapers).” He be- 
lieves that until political and so- 
cial popular organisations axe 
established, “there is a need for 
the press to be under (govern- 
ment) control in order to proper- 
ly portray the country's outlook 
and perspective.” 

Revising the law 

The second prerequisite neces- 
sary to remove obstacles^ is the 
path of free press, is a revision of 
the press and publication law. 
According to that law, the 
cabinet has an absolute right to 
suspend or abolish any newspap- 
ers' licence without being chal- 
lenged in a court of law. The 
cabinet also has the right to pun- 
ish any journalist who violates the 
law, again without being chal- 
lenged in a court of law. 

According to AI Sharif, the 
press and publications law holds 
the editors and journalists “in 
terror.” 

“People should be encouraged 
to express their opinions without 
(any fear of) prosecution as long 
as they do not endanger the 
security of the country.” 

He suggests that Jordan follows 
the model of other democratic 
states, whereby the government 
or any individual has the right to 
bring any newspaper or journalist 
to court on the grounds that they 
have violated the law. 

Journalist T amis Andoni ob- 
jects to journalists facing the gov- 
ernment pressure for “reporting 
facts that do not please officials.” 
She say£ that objectivity does not 
contradict with the freedom of 
expression, “provided the writer 
reports on all aspects,” of a news 
story. 

Often, Andoni says, a journal- 
ist is held responsible for report- 
ing a fact, “but, we are punished 
as though we are making up the 
facts:” 

Andoni believes when the offi- 
cials become truly convinced thaF 
a free press is an essential factor 
for development and progress, 
then the “reasonable limi ts” — 
contained in the King’s directives 
— can be defined as a “practical 
and tolerant attitude towards the 
press and freedom of express- 
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ion." Otherwise, she feels there • 
will be a misuse of power, with ■ 
the “reasonable limits” deter- ' 
mined by “the mood and the 
judgement of the concerned offi- ■ 
dal.” 

Abu Nab believes that the ■ 
(press and publication) law ! 
“should not be a stumbling block ’ 
(in the path of a free press).” He ; 

says that the press is controlled by ■ 

laws, and “(laws) should not pre- 
clude the freedom of the inch- J 

vidua!.” 

However, Majali does not con- 
sider the press and publications ; 
law an obstacle “since it is no 
longer practiced.” 

He says that these days news- ' 
papers are not threatened by do 
s tires, “but, editors are liable to : 
being replaced.” 

Khreisat, who also calls for the ■ 
revision of the press and pubiica- .! 
tions law, says that the JPA board ; 
was asked by the JPA on March • 
24, 1989 to present any proposals ■ 
for amendments to the said-law in ! 
three months time. Although the ; 
association will be working to ■ 
remove any obstacles which im- ■ 

pede the implementation of press £ 

laws “in light of the new reality ; 
created by the King's directive,"- 
Khreisat stressed “there must be ' 
an agreement between the press 
and publications law and the JPA 
law.” 

He explained that since the. 
press and publications law is; 
being enforced.” we are hoping, 
through cooperation with the- 
govemment that the association's ■ 
law will also be enforced. There-, 
fore we have to work to have’ 
both laws, which complement; 
and do not contradict one! 
another,” be enforced. 

At the same time Sharaf cau-; 
tions journalists and columnists - 
to “go slowly with the new free-- 
dom (given), until decision-mak-. 
ers get used to free press and to; 
ensure (journalists) do not get a- i 
backlash.” 1 

For her, the new freedom> 
should be a learning process for! 
officials, journalists and the pub-; 
lie, and “not just a (tool) for an 1 
outpour of frustrated feelings. ” : 

Journalists and columnists 
maintain they want to work for a 
more democratic press in Jordan. 
They believe that as the govern- 
ment implements the King’s 
directives on the freedom of the 
press, their hopes will be fulfilled. 

Razzaz s ums it up: “I hope that- 

we will turn a new a" page. Often 
we. hear beautiful words about 
democracy, but there is a big 
distance from the time the deci- 
sion is formulated at the top and 
the time it reaches the bottom.” 

And he, like the others, does not 
believe in “just talking about 
democracy, I believe in practicing 

i* v« 


* 


By Barry Renfrew 

The .Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
brutal deaths of six riot troopers 
in South Korea’s latest wave of 
protests could bring a lull to the 
country's turbulent politics, but 
there seems little chance of last- 
ing peace. 

The deaths of the officers, set 
on fire by radical students May 3 
while trying to free five kidnap- 
ped colleagues, shocked Koreans 
and brought angry demands for 
an end to demonstrations. Gov- 
ernment and opposition leaders 
all said the protests had gone too 
far and the violence must end. 

Some radical students said they 
would stop violent protests and 
not use firebombs. Several dissi- 
dent groups apologised to police 
for the deaths. 

Many observers predict a tem- 
porary halt in protests. At the 
same time, political leaders and 
observers agree that the basic 
causes of unrest in South Korea 
have not changed and the strug- 
gle between the government and 
its opponents is far from over. 

South Korea must overcome 
numerous problems to achieve 
stability, induding ending a lega- 
cy of authoritarian rule, bitter 
rivalry between political parties 
and the impact of rapid economic 
and social change. Violent de- 
monstrations are a symptom of 
these larger problems. 

Since violence is the radicals' 
most effective tool, it seems un- 
likely they will renounce it for 
long, especially if the government 
continues its efforts to crush the 
dissidents.' Violence has been a 
part of Korean politics and life, 
for many years and there is little 
chance of it disappearing over- 
night. 

Government figures show 
there were 1,512 major protests 
in the first four months of this 
year, in which more than 300,000 
firebombs were used and about 
3,800 police officers were hurt. 

Korean politics are dominated 
by the acrimonious struggle for 
power between the government 
and the main opposition parties. 
The opposition has not acce 


toe government or Kon Tae- 
and constantly tries to weaken or 
discredit it to try to bring it down. 

Roh, a former general wbo 
narrowly won presidential elec- 


tions in 1987 after rival candi- 
dates split the opposition vote, 
insists he is committed to bringing 
in full democracy. But critics on 
both the left and right charge that 
Roh is not overcoming many of the 
problems besetting the nation 
and say be is indecisive. 

The bitter feuding between the 
government and the opposition 
has produced constant political 
confusion. 

South Korea is still dominated 
to a great extent by a traditional 
ruling elite drawn from the milit- 
ary, government bureaucracy and 
industrialists. The group bolds 
considerable power, despite 
democratic reforms since the au- 
thoritarian government of Chun 
Doo-Hwan was forced out after 
massive riots in 1987. 


Opposition leaders and some 
political observers say real demo- 
cracy won't be possible until the 
control of the ruling elite is en- 
ded. The opposition claims the 
ruling establishment will try to 
block democracy if it fears losing 
power. 

The deepest changes in Korea 
may come from the rapid indus- 
trialisation and westernising of 
the once poor, backward society. 
South Korea's meteoric rise as an 
industrial power has been accom- 
panied by the growing sophistica- 
tion of many of its people, who 
expect to run their country and 
share in its new wealth. 

The professionals and skilled 
workers and others who produce 
the cars, ships and other goods 
that have made South Korea an 


economic power are not willing to 
accept unresponsive governments 
that try to order people around. 

A wave of strikes in recent 
months has been inspired by de- 
mands for better pay and an end 
to the long hours and poor work- 
ing conditions many Koreans en- 
dure for little better than subsist- 
ence wages. 

Radical leaders say time is on 
their side because industrial 
workers eventually will join them 
and fight for their dream of a 
utopian society. But most obser- 
vers say the workers want a share 
of Korea’s wealth and a democra- 
tic government controlled by the 
people. 

The problem will be overcom- 
ing the many obstacles that stand 
in the way. 


Objection 


To the Editor: 


THE Embassy of the Federal 
Republic of Germany strongly 
and categorically rejects the mali- 
cious allegations with which Mr. 
George Kbouri is approaching 
the German people and the 
federal government in his letter 
published in the Jordan Times on 
Monday, May 15, 1989. 

The publication of such silly 
recriminations can only harm the 
just cause of the Palestinian claim 
for self-determination (recog- 
nised by the Federal Republic of 
Germany as one of the first states 


in Western Europe) and migh ! 
even poison the atmosphere oi 
friendship, cooperation and 
mutual understanding existing 
between the peoples and govern- 
ments of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan and the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany. 

The embassy is calling on jour- 
nalists, newspaper editors and the 
competent authorities to deal 
with such pamphlets in a re- 
sponsible and objective way. 

Embassy of the 


Amman 
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Packing, 
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AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeissni 
P.O. Box 7SU6 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 60467b. 604696 
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P.O. Bex 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN a 


( EVERY L 

DAY r 

U n ' I 1 ' B5 M— SMDrJ 

PEOPLE (OHO NEED 

sdP MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 


ProfesaoualQuafity; Th 
T fionr Sendee p: - ' ’ . 
Develop your colour film at. 
our shop and get:- 1 



FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 



7 - ~ m - 


BJ 


CALL US! 


Electrolux 


* JUMBO photo 

so® 

* -Free: . en/ara** 


E>>v.,.v.v«- 

[.•:•.<•>>>>> 
f, . //.'.'A 1 .* 
Oi",",",", Yi *■“ 
/.v.-.-.'.v.' 

VAV. 


Jordan 


_ WM 

. _ mm 


wm® 


Call tel: 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

■ 

Takeaway Is available 

Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take assay available 

Open dailv 12:00- 15-30 
iS:QU- 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 


P.O. Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



667171 ext 223 





CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese' Food- 

■ 

Korean Bar-B-Q 

■ ■ 

Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. a 

& 6:30 pjn. - midnight ■ 

" ■ " ■ ■ . ■ 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
bppositeAkilah Hospital 

Tel:&1098 



JV 


Special Executive Luncheon® 

Take away service 

- . available 

Open Daily 12,30-3.30 pm 

. 7.3Q-«;30pH> 

\ After the HbtfcteyJnri hotel 
- 4bwarcte-3Kictrcfe- ; --- 


el: 659519 659520 
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Aprfes I ALESCO (I’UNESCO arabe), Arabsat et Forga- 
nisme arabe de l 1 aviation civile, l’EGYPTE a reintdgr6 
samedi 1 Organisation des pays arabes exporta tears de 
p^trole (OPAEP). Dix ans apr£s Pen avoir exdue pour 
cause de paix s6pan£e avec Israel, bait des neuf pays 
raembres de POPAEP ont vot6 en faveor de la proposition 
irakienne de mettre fin ft ia mise sur la touche dii Caire. 
Seale la Libye s’est abstenue, alors que le ministre syrien dn 
petrole, M tamos Habib s’est p roaoncS pour sod retour au 
sein de toutes Ies institutions, y compris la ligue arabe. 
Cette decision, qui esrintervenue ft 10 jours'de Pouvenure 
du sommet extraordinaire de Casablanca a encourage a 
presse 6gyj)tienne ft exiger qu'Hosni Moubarak soit offi- 
ciellement invite ft ia conference, au meme litre que les 
■autres chefs d'Etat. 

Si.le retonr de I’Egypte dans le giron arabe he semble 
. plus presenter de difficult^, Paccession de POLP au rang 
d’Etat de Palestine pietine toujours. L’assembJee generate 

-T Organisation mondiale de la sant£ a en effet rejet£ 
vepdreffi la candidattire de la centraie paJestinienne. Par 83 
oontre47 et 20 abstentions, POMS n’a cependant pas 
coutpiftternent refenne la porte en reportant ft Pan prochain 
TeXamen de la demande paJestinienne. Qualifiee de 
^‘Sjwccfcs ” jpar le ministre isra^iien de la Sante, Yaacov Tzur, 
^isSjtfe decision a.d’ailleurs 6\& survie des mardi d'une 
ttradamnation par Passe mblee ' mondiale du “comporte- 
D^nt iniiumain'’ d' Israel dans les territoires occupes. Un 
.avertyssernent qui n’a pas empdche Tel Aviv de placer les 
"habitants de la bande de Gaza sous couvre-feu 
ricrtal; Objectif; M £aire comprendre aux Palestiniens que ia 
.fibeitd de se rendre en Israel et d’y travailler depend de son 
Tbon voiiioir’’, selon les propos pour le moins sans nuance 
diitninistre de la Defense, Yitzhak Rabin. Soude autourdu 


p&n Shamir, le cabinet isra£Iien a dairement choisi de 
s'engager dans un rapport de force sans concession avec 
POLP. Israel sait- qu’il lui faut rapidement presenter un 
plan de paix veri table ft ia comiminautS Internationale. 
D’autant plus que les Etats-Unis er PURSS ont convenu ie 
.12. mai ft Moscou de suivre ensemble le dossier du 
'Proche-Orient. Les Sovi£tiques ont accepts d’examiner le 
.-pfen Shamir, prdconisant des Elections dans les territoires 
oc£up6s, en 6 change d’une declaration de principe “en 
,-faveur d’une conference Internationale” de la part de 
WahJiihgton: 

L’engagement sbvietique au Proche-Orient s’est egale- 
ment renforqS a regard du LIBAN. En visite offirielie ft 
Tunis, le ministre frangais des Affaires etrangeres, Roland 
.Dumas, a- en effet annonce samedi qu’il rencontrerait 
Edouard Che.yardnaze avant la fin du mois de mai pour 
evoquer- la guerre du Liban. La France et 1’Uoion 
soviedque ont ainsi deride “de coordonner leurs actions en 
faveur de Ia paix’% a indique M. Duinas. Les deux pays ont 
reaffirms leur soutien aux efforts de la Ligue arabe, dont le 
comite charge du conflit libanais doit se reunir samedi et 
dimanche prochains au Maroc. Sur le terrain, le cessez-!e- 
feu d6cr€tele 27 avrii reste intermittent. Mardi, Pexplosion 
T d’une torture pi£g£e ft Beyrouth-0 uest a cause la mort d’au 
imoins qumze personnes, dont ie mufti de la Republique, 
OteiT±HassanKhaled_ Cest la premiere fois qu’un 
attentat frappe ft ce niveau la communaute sunnite du 
Uhan, .depuis l’assassinat en juin 1987 du premier ministre 
RacfaidK^ agences). 
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CCA. Les chefs d’Etat du Consei! de cooperation arabe (CCA), qui 
i regronpe la jordanie, PEgypte" Plrak et le Yemen du Nord, se 
’ rduniront en juin.en Egypte, apres la teoue du sommet arabe 

! extraordinaire de Casablanca le 23 mai. La conference do CCA, 

imtiaiemeiit prftvue poor le 10 mai ft Alexandrie, avait etc reportfte ft 
la suite du ddcfts du ministre irakien de la Defense, le general Adnan 
^ . Khairallah. Le quotidien koweitien As-Siassa avait indique dimanche 
que la reunion pourrait se ckSrouIer avant le sommet arabe. 


Oman. Le sultan Qabous cTOman, qui acin&ve aujourd’hui une 
■ visite offiriefle en Jordanie, ne partidpera pas au sommet arabe 
extraordinaire de Casablanca, a affirm ti mardi le quotidien “Oman 
Observer”. Le souverain omanais, qui doit se rendre ensuhe en 
• Egypt?;- en France i en Espagne et en Grande-Bretagne, avait 
„ rtoroment indique qu’il se rendrait au Maroc “s’il y a des indices que 
L des resuhats . tangibles seront obtenus". Le roi Fahd d’Arabie 
1 Saoudite avait declare samedi qu’il presiderait lui-meme la deiega- 
tion de son pays ft la conference. 


Rectlficatioru Le bilan des manifestations contre la vie chftre, qui 
ont secowS plusieurs villes jordaniennes au mois d’avril, s’etablit ft 11 
morts fef hon pins 8) et 112 blesses, seloo une circulaire ofiScielle 
pubhee dimanche. Parmi les victim es fignrent 9 civik et 2 membres 
.des forces deTordre. le nouveau bilan fait etat de 67 policiers blesses, 
87 vehicules demiits et 80 bfttiments publics briU6s par les manifes- 
tants. Par ailleurs, une cinquantanie de personnes out manifesto dans 
le calme ya mgril devant la preside nee du Conseil des ministies pour la 
liberation de 73 personnes incarcertSes depuis le debut des dmeutes. 

■ • 

■ " • 

■ . . 

Dftcfts. Le poftte, essayiste et sednariste dgyptien Taher Abou 
Fa*a'estdeccde.la semaine demiftre au Caire, ft 1’ftge de 81 ans, Ne ft 
Damiette, sur le delta du Nil, Abou Facha etait connu de tons les 
audfiteurs ^ aTK le monde arabe pour ses cdlftbres feuilietons 
ra^opbbmques des MiUe et une Nuits. B leur avait consacrd plus de 
800r'eiDi^k£Q5 depuis les annees cinquante. Son oeuvre poetique 
(notarmhdir ses livrcts d’operettes) a ete interpretee par les plus 
'grands^ ihanteurs arabes, dont Oum Koulsoum. 


Droits de I’Homme. L'ordre des avocate d 'A tx-en -Prove nee , 
r dans tie sud^de la France, vient de order un institut des droits de 
rHOmmei.vftfih . de renforcer la competence des juristes dans les 
di£f£rentes : jundictions europdennes spdcialisdes. L’institut, qui 
orgatasera coQoques et , sdminaires, se rdserve par ailleurs la 
poffl*KBt£.tie.denoucer fcs violations des droits de ('Homme et 
d’engager des procedures auprfts des instances intemationales. 

■ i . ■ . 

- ■ % ‘ ■ 

Attiliire& Les ardsives turques, datant de plus de 50 a ns sont 
d&ormais accessibles aux ebereneurs. Selon la loi publiee vendredi a 
Ankara,, la consultation des documents pouvant lfc nuire k la defense 
natsdoale (...) bu a l'ordre public*' ainsi que ceux concemant f des 
conflits dnAomatiques actuels" n^cessiieront une antorisation spe-* 
fiai i* Les diercheurs auront acofes k deS photocopies ou des 
nucrofilnnU dont la reproduction ou le prSt sont interdits; 

■ ■■ ■ 

, i ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Ablation. Les rfainoedros noirs de Namibie, menaces d'extinction 

■ par le btaconoage. vont devoir se passer de leur oorne pour suryivre. 

! IJne. operation «*r> nskran t ft cooper 1'appendice en question a 
; comment^ :dans le nord -o uest du territcMie. La poudiie, fabriqude ft 

■ partrr-de la come de I'animai et soit disant aphrodisiaque, est en effet 

■ ft rorigine tie son massacre dans touts I’Afnque, -Selon les vdtdr- 
1 . inaires dxargfc.de 1’ experience, Tablation se pratique "sans Idsion et 
; sans souf&amce M . 


.*■*.*— ■ ■ 


; Porte, oiuverte. Les 59 passagers d’un Boeing 727 de la 
‘ compagnie -amriicaine TWA ont parcouni samedi 480 fan avec une 
j porte de rappa^eS ouverte. . . sur le vide. L’incident n’a heureuse- 
i meal ^as 'psqvoqufi de d6pressurisatipn de la cabin?, grftce ft. one 
' daisea ;mt£shiire xest£e intacte, ■ 


Hep taxidermiste! 


Animaux empailles: la ruee jordanienne 


Qn’ils soient adults, tels les rapaees, 

ou detestes, 
tels la hy^ne ou le hibou, 
les animaux empailles emballent 

les Jordaniens. 
du fin, Taigle fondant sur le serpent. 
Meme s’il faut payer tres cher 

leur importation. 




"Ca marche". A dffaut d’etre 
bavard, Yac’oub affiche sa satis- 
faction. Les animaux empailles se 
vendenl bien. Au point d'avoir 
obtenu leur place dans son maga- 
sin de Djebel Amman, prfts du 
deuxieme cercle. Sous les vete- 
ments suspend us, devant les meu- 
bles ft bilxlots, ils font desormais 
partie du stock propose ft la clien- 
tele. 

‘Me vends un peu de tout, selon 
le gout des gens. Aujourd’hui, ils 
desirent des animaux naturalises, 
alors' je m’y suis mis’*. Avec 
bonheur. "Les Jordaniens aiment 
ga", soutient-il en montrant ses 
eperviers, ses colibris et un aigle 
im porte des Etats-Unis. piece 
maitresse de sa -collection. Sans 
oubtier une hyftne, dissimuiee 
sous du papier journal pour cause 
de mauvaise augure. 

Aux ptix de 10 dinars le rapace 
de petite taiile et de 85 dinars 
i’aigle de chcz i’Oncle Sam, les 
affaires de Yac'oub vont bon 
train. Animal maudil par excell- 
ence pour ses moeurs peu ortho- 
doxes, la hyene culmine gail- 
lardement aux alentours de 120 
dinars. "Cet engouement est tres 
recent", observe-t-il. En bon 
commergant, il a su saisir I’occa- 
sion d’arrondir ses fins de mois. 


en poussant la conscience profes- 
sionnelle jusqu’ft empailler lui- 
mfime quelques uns de ces 
ddfunts repr&entants de la faune 
du globe. 

"Ils reraplacent peu ft peu les 
fleurs artificielles dans les in- 
terieurs jordaniens", assure-t-il. 
Certains pousse le sens de la 
consommation jusqu’ft acqu£rir 
un "shahin" ou "saqar" (faucon) 
pour l'unique et incontoumable 
raison qn’ii s'agit de leur propre 
nom de famille. D’autres ont une 
id?e tres precise de la "nature 
morte” qu’ils desirent. Pointil- 
leux, ils exigent souvent une pose 
de camassier en colftre, tous crocs 
dehors. Le fin du fin reste ndan- 
moins 1'aigle fondant sur le sata- 
nique serpent. Ils font alors appel 
aux quelques taxidermistes, plus 
ou moins experiment's, qui se 
sont lances dans cette profession 
lucrative. 

Maitre bondurien 

Ainsi de Samir Jar. Depuis 
trois mois. il a troque Fimporta- 
tion de voitures allemandes con- 
tre celle de carcasses d’oiseaux, 
de serpents, de hyenes er autres 
blaireaux ou renards. Bien qu'il 
affirme ne pas apprecier particu- 
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lierement la compagnie de ces 
animaux immobile^. Samir aime 
son nouveau metier. "C"est un 
Indien du Honduras qui m'a 
appris ft les naturaliser. Je suis 
reste deux mois et demi avec lui." 

Fier de son apprentissage outr 
re-atlantique, il n'?prouve gfture 
de sympathie ft 1'egard de ses 
quelques conccurents qui se sont 
installes comme lui dans ie vieux 
Amman. "La plupart ne net- 
toient pas les cadavres avant de 


Renard Fumant la pipe 
ou aigle meuagant, 

Samir Jar (ft droite) 
empaille les animaux 
importfts pour la plupart 
de Syrie ou de Turquie. 

■ 

les empailler. Ils se contentent de 
leur injecter des produits chimi- 
ques". Les entrailles des speci- 
mens vend us par Samir sont. 
pour leur part, garantis pure 
laine. 

Dans son atelier, au dessus du 
magasin, les oiseaux de proie et 
de nombreux camassiers s’entas- 
sent dans les congriateurs. Trois 
heures par jour, Samir passe les 
gams de plastique et parfois le 
masque de “chinirgien" pour se 


Premier colloque du CERMOC a Amman 

Campagnes cherchent avenir 


Les travaux du premier colloque organise par le Centre o etudes et 
de recberches sour le Moyen -Orient oonlemporain (CERMOC) depuis 
son installation ft Amman se sont ouverts mercredi dans les locaux du 
Forum de la pensee arabe!*). Thftme des d6bats: Les mutations 
r&centes qu ’ont. conn nes ks campagnes des pays arabes, notamment 
au Maroc, en Egypte, en Syrie, en Jordanie et en Arabie Saoudite. Le 
sodotogne jordanien Suleiman S weiss, qui intervenait hier pour une 
presentation g£n£raJe dc la situation dans k royaume haefa^mite, 
expbque an Jourdain la “crise” que traverse actuellement k monde 
rural. 








Le Jourdain: le secteur agricole 
s'est-il dri/e loppe en Jordanie ces 
trente.demi&res annees? 

j Suleiman Sweiss: Non. il a 
m^me rggresse. Malgr^ trois 
plans successifj5 de developpe- 
ment engages depuis 1973. 1’agri- 
culture jordanienne se trouve 
dans une situation plus alarm ante 
qu’fl y a trente ans. La crise 
6conomique que traverse 
actuellement le pays en 
t£moigne. La chute d'environ 
30% de la production criealidre 
durant cette p^riode explique en 
partie 1'accroissement de notre 
dette exterieure. Sur 450 000 ton- 
nes consommdes chaque ann6e, 
nous ne produisons que 80 000 
tonnes, soit ft peine 18% de nos 
besoms, autre signe inquietant: Je 
secteur agricolc ne repr^sentait 
plus que 8,5% du PNB [produit 
national brut] en 1985. contre 
14,5% en 1972. 

LJ.: Quell es sont les raisons 
de cette crise? ' 

- S.S.: D’abord la faible produc- 
tivite du setter primaire. Les agri- 
culteurs sont en majority des gens 
ag£s, fatigues, qui ignorant les 
techniques modern es de produc- 
tion. L'irrigation par exemple se 
fait encore de maniftre archaique. 
Ensuhe, ou plut6t parallel ement, 
les questions d’hgritages au sein 
de families souvent trfts nom- 

Au service du tiers monde 
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breuses ont provoqu? un mor- 
cellement des terres qui bloque 
tout investissement prpductif. 
S'ajoute encore ft ces carences, 
un enorme probieme de commer- 
cialisation. La multiplication des 
inrermediaires penalise ft la fois le 
producteur et le consommateur. 
Les prix' d'achat offerts aux 
paysans sont teliement bas, qu’ils 
prdferem parfois laisser poumr 
leurs r^coltes. On l’a vu en 1981 
avec la destruction de tonnes de 
tomates. 

LJ.: La vallle du Jourdain 
n’offre-t-elle pas un conne-ex- 
emple? 

S.S.: C’est un raythe. Le Ghor 
ne represente que 2,5% du PNB. 
A trop s’occuper de cette region, 
on en a oublh* les terres fertiles 
du nord de la Jordanie, qui ne 
b£n£ficient d'aucun programme 
de subventions ou de d^veloppe- 
ment digne de ce nom. 

L J.: Peut-on parler de pauper- 
isation des campagnes? 

S.S.: Oui. Dans une £tude 
effectu6e en 1987, 44,4% de la 
population rurale estimait que ses 
revenus agricoles etaient de 
beaucoup inf£reurs ft ses besoins. 
Seuls 11.7% les consid£raient 
comme suffisants pour vivre. 
Toujours en 1987, on a observe 
que 70% des ruraux gagnaient 


Suteiman Sweiss 

moins de 120 dinars par mois. Un 
paysan sur cinq avait meme des 
revenus mensuels inferieurs ft 60 
dinars. La depredation du dinar a 
encore aggrave la situation. 

L J.: Provoquant un fort exode 
rural? 

S.S.: Necessairement. Le phd- 
nom^ne s'est meme accentue ces 
dix demiftres annees. En 1952. 
62% des Jordaniens vivaient ft la 
campagne. Ds n’etaient plus que 
40% en 1979. Aujourd’hui, ils ne 
represented plus que 30% de la 
population. Prfts des deux tiers 
des habitants de ce pays se con- 
centred dans trois villes, Am- 
man, Irbid et Zarqa. La capitale ft 
elle seule compte 40% de la 
population du pays et monopolise 
1'activite econoraique, adminis- 
trative et culturelle. 

L.J.: Ceux qui restent dans les 
campagnes croient-ils ft leur ave- 
nir dans 1’agri culture? 

S.S.: Us sont ft peu prfts 25% ft 


y croire encore. C’est bien la le 
drame. Aujourd’hui, les deux 
tiers des ruraux ont changl de 
metier. Une majority d’entre eux 
est venue gonfler les effectifs des 
fonctionnair.es, d?ja pldthori- 
ques. A 1’dchelle du pays tout 
entier, les agriculteurs ne consti- 
tuent plus que 8% de la popula- 
tion active, contre 33,5% il y a 25 
ans. 

LJ.: Et les jeunes; 

S.S.: Us parted. D]abord pour 
avoir plus de chance de trouver 
un travail. Ensuite pour gagner 
plus. Enfm pour dchapper ft une 
profession dure et d£vaJoris£e. 
L’ image du secteur agricole est 
teliement mauvaise que dans la 
vallee du Jourdain, par exemple, 
80% des ouvriers sont Strangers. 

LJ.: Existe-r-il un remftde ft 
cette h£moragie? 

S.S.: 11 faut d’une part redon- 
ner confiance aux agriculteurs, en 
dfveloppant leur participation 
directe ft la gestion de leur sec- 
teur. D faudrait notamment qu’ils 
puissent s’organiser pour d^fen- 
dre leurs in rets au sein des 
cooperatives. Les autoritds de- 
vraient d'aucre part accorder plus 
d’ importance aux regions, qui 
manquent de mddecins, de 
telephones, de moyens de com- 
munication... et de loisirs. 

Propos recueUBs 
par Alain Renon. 


(*) Le colloque du CERMOC 
s ’active aujourd'bui autour des 
tbimes suivants: ‘Turbanisation des 
campagoes” (9h -12b) et “la Bn des 
nomaaes?" (15h-16h30). Forum de la 
peosde arabe. Housing bank centre 
(14c itage). Entr£e Ubre. 


Une maison de 55 metres camfe ndeessaire ft sa construction. “Ce 
ft coostru ire en quriqnes jours salaire est actuellement de 3, 50 
poor nn prix de 400 00 francs, F. ft Mexico,” souligue le pr£si- 
tout compris; c’est ce que propo- dent de “Maisons sans fron- 
sent les derniers venns dans le tiftres,” Fernand Ortega. Ce fai- 
“charity boriness’* et qu’oo pour- ble coflt constitue Fun des atouts 
rat appeler les “arcMtcfcics sans majeurs de cette innovation. H 
frontiferes.” est d'antant plus intiSressant qu'il 

coincide peu ou prou avec le 
Aprfts les m^deems. les v£t£r- montant de Faide financiftre 
mai res, les pilot es et bien d'autres octroyee par la Banque mondiale 
encore, des architect es et des pour la resorption des bidon- 
technidens du bfttiment propo- villes. 

sent cksormais leur savoir faire Un logement temoin a ete con- 
au milliard de mai loges et de sans tmit ft Rueil-Malmais on, dans la 
abri dans le monde. Reunis au region parisienne, a fin que les 
sein de Fassodation “Maisons . visitenrs ftrangers puissent 
sans frontiftres" (*), ils ont inven- apprecier ses qualites. Cent 
te une maison revolutfannaire.. habitations ont d'ores et dejft 6t£ 
Veritable jeu de construction, bftties dans Tile de la Reunion, 
tons les elements de Fbabitation Deux milk autres ont ete com- 
sont auto- align ants, auto-verti- mandees par le syndicat des post- 
caux et auto-bJoquants. En dair, iers de Cdte d’Ivoire. "Notre 
ils s’emboitent sans ament ni projet est un message de fratemi- 
mortier... et.sans risque d’erreur. . te, de generosite et d’egalite en- 


Les Harlem Globetrotters £ Amman 

Match exhibition 
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Les murs notamment, constrtu6s 
d’agglomeres de 12^ kg, penvent 
fttre poses en tm temps record. 
Autre avantage: une "pieuvre" 
sped ale, qui pennet de distribuer 
sans difficult^ le courant dans 
toute la maison. Des tests ont 
enfin prouve que F6difice possft- 
dait une bonne isolation sonore et 
theimique, ainsi qu’une grande 
resistance aux seism es et aux cyc- 
lones. 

Son prix de 40 000 francs, soit 
un peu plus de 700 francs par 
mdtre carrg, a 6t£ esthnd es 
tenant compte d’un salaire 
boraire de 7 francs par ouvrier 


tre les peuples,” precise Fernand 
Ortega. 

Un projet qui sdduh aussi les 
pays industrialists: le Club 
Mddherranfte envisage (futiliser 
la “maison sans frontiftre” pour la 
construction de villages de va- 
cances dans les regions ou les 
entreprises du bfttiment font 
(kfauL 


Una Dauer. 

(’) “Masons sans ironti&ns,” 8 rue 
de FEst. 92100 Boulogne France. 
Til: 40 60 98 38. 


tine fois n’est pas coutume. Les “ambassadeurs am4ricains en 
short”, qui effectuent actuellement leur premiftre tournee dans ie 
monde arabe, se produiront ce soir au palais des Sports d’ Amman. 
Ces geants du basket, par leur dext£rit£ et leur taiile (entre 1,90 et 2, 
13 mfttres), qui jouent d’abord pour Ie pfaisir, n'en sont pas moins 
des sportiis qui aiment gagner. Ce qui leur arrive le plus souvent: 
depuis la cr6ation de Fdquipe le 7 janvier 1927. les Harlem 
Globetrotters affichement 16 550 victoires pour 16 881 matches 
disputes. Excusez du peu. 

Si vous voulcz les voir globetrotter: rensognements au 644 S90. Match 
exhibition ce jeudi. au Sports Palace (Royal sport city) ft 20b€0. 


■ 

protege r des projection.- de for- 
mol. A Faide de tiges mfttalli- 
ques, il d£p!oie les ailes des 
grands rapaees, ou fait adopter ft 
tel ou tel malheureux renard la 
pose discu table d’un fumeur de 
pipe. "Ce sont les clients qui 
ddcident’’, prftcise-t-il comme 
pour s’excuser. Et qui payent leur 
iubie entre 20 et 200 dinars. 

A Zarqa, Yahia Hassan se con- 
ten te de vendre les animaux qu’il 
achftte dftjft naturalises, histoire 
d’6viter d'avoir ft mettre la main ft 
la patile. Exportateun, num6ro un 
dans la region: la Turquie et le 
Liban. "On y trouve pratique- 
ment tout ce qu'on veut’’, 
affirme-t-il. Samir Jar emprunte 
lui aussi les chemins d’lstanbul et 
de Beyrouth, quand ce dernier 
est praticable. Mais son principal, 
fournisseur de "matiftre pre- 
miere” reste la Syrie. "J’en im- 
porte les serpents, les faucons et 
ies bydnes". indique-t-il. Pour les 
aigles ou les vautours, originaires 
la plupart du temps du continent 
am£ricain, Samir fait appel a ses 
"correspond ants” turcs. 


Trafic 

Le recours systems tique aux 
pays Strangers s'expiique par la 
politique jordanienne de protec- 
tion de la fauhe nationale. Signa- 
ture en 1979 de convention Inter- 
nationale rlgissant Ie commerce 
de s esp eccs en voie de disparition 
(CITES), !e royaume hachftmite 
exerce en effet un contr61e trfts 
strict sur Fensemble du temtoire. 
"J'ai d?jft eu droit a plusieurs 
inspections impromptues," dec- 


lare Samir. 

"Nous n’interdisons pas les im- 
portations, mais nous ten tons de 
d€courager ceux qui cherchent ft 
introchiire des espdees prot£g£es, 
comme l’antiiope blanche,” ex- 
plique Maher Z. Abou Jafar, 
directeur gdnftral de la Sociftt4 
royale de protection de la nature 
(SRPNJ. Inquiete ndanmoins dn 
(kveloppement des ^changes 
avec la Syrie. la SRPN a demand? 
au gouvemement de mettre un 
terme a Fintroduction en Jorda- 
nie d' animaux en provance de 
Damas, qui n'a pas adh?rft ft ia 
convention. 

Malgr? ces mesures, Maher 
Abou Jafar reconnait qui'il est 
impossible d'?viter toute fraude. 
“Pr?tendre qu’il n'existe aucun 
trafic serait bien naif de noire 
part. Mais Ffttroitesse de notre 
march? nous pennet de penser 
qu’il n'a pas Fampleur des trafics 
d' animaux aux Etats-Unis ou en 
Europe.” 

Le directeur de ia SRPN com- 
pte egalement sur la sensibilisa- 
tion du public pour empftcher les 
importations ill £ gales. “Nous in- 
tervene ns dans les ?coles, auprfts 
des associations, pour les infor- 
mer des interdictions pr?tise-t-il. 
Nous essayons de leur rendre ies 
bfttes sauvages plus famili&res”. 
Avec Ie secret espoir de voir un 
jour ies jordaniens rdagir ft leur 
6gard avec la mftme affection que 
celle qu'ils portent ft leurs com- 
pagnons domestiques et qu’ils re- 
fusent obstindment de voir trdner 
pitoyablement sur la tlkvision. 

Alain Renon. 


Mots crosses 


Par FJortncc MoateO 






















Horizon talement. 

1: danse uses. 2: priere funebre; 
pronom personnel. 3: note; re- 
lev^es. 4: unit. 5: produits de la 
volontft; He. 6: rapide; choquer. 7: 
on y met Ies bijoux; Poste de 
conuDandejnem. 8: ils ne complent 
presque pas; lieu, 9: adjectif pos- 
sessif; demons tratif. 10: article 
arabe; exact. 

(Sotutioa eu bas de page) 


Verticalement. 

A: remu?. B: factice. C: note: 
souSrances. D: attach^: dans la tin. 
E: souhaitons. F: monarque; pro- 
nom personnel; negation. G: rela- 
tions ambigues au sein d’une famil- 
ie. H: pas ailleurs.' 1: saison; 
a van ces comme un serpent. J: 
monnaies. 


A L'AFFICHE 




Hanna et ses soeurs, de 

Woody Allen, avec Woody Allen, 
Michael Caine, Mia Farrow et Carrie 
Fisher, Quatorzi&me 61m ftcrit et rftal- 
ts£ par Allen, consacr^ (qui en eut 
dout£?) ft la vie, la mort, I’amour. la 
famille, la religion- ■■ 

Centre am^rientn, jesdi 18 el * < »" v ** 21 
mai k 19M» (ca amdais). 


de 1'Etat qui feront Ie Paris de Fan 

1 «H). 

Centre caltiireJ frangais, jnsqu'aa 28 nusL 

RFA. Les paysages urbains et 
ruraux, Ies Ailemauds de I’ Quest, 
rfiv^Ies par Tobjectif de onze photo- 
graphes de RFA V k 1‘occasion du 40e 
anoiversaire de la Rfpublique 
ttdfrale. 

bstitot Godbe, da 2$ an 24 mai (inangara- 
tio a k 17MB). Cinq films seront 


Bill Cosby. L^acteur am^ricaic 

exprime, par sketches interposes, l v in- 
commensurable joie qu'il tprouve a 
avoir 49 ans. Et qa dure plus d'une 
heure. 

Centre an tr fcaim manfi 23 mai k 19bO0 ten 


Cin6-club. Stances respective- 
ment k 13b00, 15b00. 17h00. 19h00. 
et 21h00. 

lead! 18: Kiule; Educating Rita: Alien: 
Ragtime; A duel under the sun. 
Veodredi 19: The heart break kid: The ear 
of living dangerously; Hanna and her sis- 
ters; Private benjamin: Anne of the 
thousand days. 

S an— iff 20: The Poseidon adventure: The 
big shell; Room with a view; Ordinary 
people; They shoot horses, don't they? 
Dimaoche 21: Fat city; Winitcl: Colour of 
money; Gloria; The way we were. 

IjhmK 22: Butterflies are free; A Greek 
cross; Purple colour; Melvin and Howard; 
Sham bo. 

Mardi 23: Paper moon; Lady sings the 
blues; Travel with my aunt; Sounder: The 
African queen. 

Mercredi 2Az American grafitti: Cool min- 
er's daughter, isadora; Normal] Ray: Barry 
Lmdou. 

FUbs en rc i sion w SglnalR. Tft 60399K 
Hone de rvdwnttf, 8 droite apris TUtef 
Jfnsaka puis praekre k gandw, 300 m* 




Grands projets. Du mus& 

d’Orsay au Grand louvre, en passant 
par Flnstitut du monde arabe, 
l'Op£ra de la Bastille ou encore la 
C3t£ des sciences de la ViUette, I'ex- 
positkm pr^sente les grands projets 


de cette expositioii. Stances ft Itih38 el 
19h30. 

Nazareth. Exposition des tra- 
vaux original!* n£alisfts par les fttu- 
diantes du college de Nazareth. 

Centre csltsret Brutus do 21 an 25 mat 
linangaraboa dimanche ft 17b08). 


Musette, avec l'accord£onisie 
frangais Jo Privat et la chanteuse 
Muriel, prix Edith Piaf en 1987. 
Centre cuimrd rnui^ais, tamfi 22 ft 24630. 
(7 diruuv. diner btiid Indns. RftservaiiMB 
aa 637 009). 

Soiree fraoco-orientale , avec en 
premiere partie Jo Privat, puis en 
deuxi&me partie la danse use Samara 
et la chanteuse Dali da Rahma. Le 
tout accompagne d'un menu frangais 
k la carte. 

Regcocy Palace Hotel, mercredi 24 mai k 
22h00. Raaelgpfmailt as €60 000. 


“Les risqties du mftier", d'Andrf 
Cayane, avec Jacques Brel et Emma- 
□ueUe Riva (1967). Un euseignant 
d'une petite ville est accuse d'abuser 
de ses 6l6ves. Les jeunes adolescentes 
continuent d'affabuler malgrtf ies ris- 
ques que leurs mensonges unpdquent 
pour la carrifere et la vie priv6e du 
jeune professeur. . . 

JTVp vendredi 19 mai k 17h30. 


Solution des mots croises 


Horizon ta tanenL 

1: ballerines, 2z oraison; te 3: ut; 
£ptc£es. 4: lia. 5: efforts; R£. & vif; 
outrer. 7: ecrin; PC. 8: riens; site. 
9: ses; ces. 18: el; prftds. 


VertkalemenL 

At bouleversft. B: artificiel. C: la; 
offres. D; b4; in. E: esp£rons. F: 
roi; tu; ne. G: id. £t£; reptes. J: 
sesterces. 
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Oriental style — Drapery is neMS. Swiss not silk from Stehli Seiden 
Ag, Obfelden provides jus! the right fashion touch. 

Swiss summer 
oliections 1989 


Lf 


WHETHER it be Paris. Milan. 
DusseUtorf. Berlin or Munich, 
designers and fashion produc- 
ers everywhere are — almost — 
unanimous: there will be no 
revolution! However, after a 
few alterations to the shapes 
the Swisi have spring and sum- 
mer fashions that still lock new. 
That's because new weaves, un- 
expected fabric combinations, 
novel fashion colours and a 
wealth of new prints bring ab- 
out a- change in fashion. Above 
all, the achievements of Swiss 
fabric designers and colourists 
produce successful, frequently 
enchanting ways in which 
fashion can be taken one step 
further. How does this look in 
detail? The further develop- 
ment of Christian Lacroix's 
style is easily detected: its spir- 
itual home is the Provence. 
Indeed, this trend for 1989 is 
specifically entitled: 

Provencal — or alternatively 
"Avignon 


M 


Cotton fabrics with reworked 
Provence patterns play the lend 
role, often in pattern mix with 
stripes, flowered borders, pearl 
white St. Gal! embroidery fab- 
rics. single-colour pique, crop- 
ped spencer jackets in linen 
worn with billowing short 
skirts, corsages with lacing and 
accentuating the bust, countri- 
fied pinafore dresses with apron 
effects and double skirts. The 
colours? Ceramic blue, brick 
red, earth brown, ocre and 
spice colours, enlivened with 
“sun colours" such as yellow, 
pink and bright red. Carmen 
decolletes leave both shoulders 
bare. Three-quarters length 
tight pirate pants are paired 
with boleros borrowed from the 
bullfighter. Linen blouses, pi- 
que and batiste blouses, deli- 
cate “lingerie" blouses and pi- 
rate shirts in poplin are much in 
evidence. Flounces, fringing, 
embroideries, small trimmings 
and cordwork are all used for 
decoration. 

High Society 

Here the inspiration often 


comes from the 30s: cotton 
satin, gabardine, poplin, linen, 
crepe and crepe-de-Chine, wild 
silk, Honan and Shantung. 
Then there’s "washed silk", as 
soft to the touch as it is easily 
washable. Batiste, mousseline, 
chiffon and similar fabric. - are 
ideal for delicate, blouses 
embellished with filigree-fine 
embroideries and laces from St. 
Gall. There is new-found charm 
in combining these fabrics for 
classic costumes with knee- 
short or flowing.' calf-length 
skirts. There are plenty of 
trousers, too: three-quarters, 
narrow trousers are "in,'* as are 
“pleated-skirt trousers" and 
ankle-length, wide-bortommed 
trousers or even fully pleated 
trousers worn with cardigans a 
la Coco Chanel's Deauville 
style. Pleated skirts worn with 

m 

tennis style blazers, jackets 
featuring softer, more natural 
shoulders. Ties, bow ties, pock- 
et kerchiefs or pointed collars 
are the dandified accessories 
seen here. 

Sumatra 

Single-colour poplins, cotton 
gabardine, sporty cotton satin 
and ribbed fabrics mixed with 
Madras checks, exotic prints on 
mixed weaves with viscose or 
cottons. This fashion theme fre- 
quently combines colonial spor- - 
ty severity with an exotic wrap- 
over look: a high-necked jacket 
paired with jodhpur trousers, 
short, narrow skirts or imagina- 
tively aproned sari skirts (knee-* 
short or ankle- length). Bermu- 
das. bush shirts and classic colo- 
nial costumes are shown with 
semi-transparent blouses. 

Oriental 

A magnificent. Far Eastern 
style starring stark Nehru jack- 
ets. tunics, tight trousers, ultra- 
wide trousers and draped 
bodices. The loveliest of bro- 
cades. floating chiffons, sheer 
batistes, crepes, pure silks — all 
in glowing “sun colours' 1 or in 
blue/turquoise colourways — 

Publicity centre for Swiss tex- 
tiles. Press Sendee. 
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Putting things in their 

Jordanian perspective 






By P.V. Vivekanaiid 


A Jordanian Perspective — Notes of Life and Political Development, 
Dr. Musa Keilani 


MORE OFTEN than not, the 
layman reader turns to Western 
media interpretations, distorted 
or otherwise, of Jordan's view- 
points and stands on various de- 
velopments in the Middle East 
and elsewhere in the internation- 
al scene if only because very few 
Jordanians venture into airing in- 
depth objective analysis or opin- 
ion in public. Seen in this context, 
comments coming from a former 
Jordanian ambassador are highly 
appreciated and valued, and thus 
the informative and analytical 
value of a collection of newspaper 
columns penned by Dr. Musa 
Keilani — “A Jordanian Perspec- 
tive: Notes of Life and Political 
Development." 

Tackling a host of diversified 
range of issues, ranging from 
Islamic fundamentalism and Suf- 
ism in Jordan to superpower 
manoeuvrings in the Middle East, 
the collection of 38 articles — 1 
originally published biweekly in 
the Jordan Times between 
September 1984 and August 1985 
— serves as a definite pointer to 
the course of Jordanian thinking 
during that turbulent period, 
which witnessed the slow birth of 
a new Arab modus vivendi within 
the context of the Kingdom's 
policies as well as developments 
within the greater Arab world. 

According to Keilani. Islamic 
fundamentalism in Jordan is poli- 
tical asset to the Kingdom as 
opposed to the view that it is a 


destabilising factor in some of the 
other countries in the region. “In 
Jordan, Muslim fundamentalists 
do not feel the alienation suffered 
so intensely by their 'brothers’ in 
other countries, due to the dis 
tinctive fibre of Jordan’s society.” 
he wrote in a Sept. 29, 1984 
column titled “There are other 
things to fundamentalism.” He 
argues that the “general pulse of 
the people is Islamicaily 
oriented" as a consequence of the 
adherence of the political lead- 
ership to the fundamental tenets 
of Islam and a clear-cut develop- 
mental ideology for economic 
planning and mass mobilisation. 
“The vast reservoir of political 
stability (fundamentalists) offer 
here is as uniquely distinctive as 
Jordan's fibre,” he says. 

In the same vein, in a paper he 
presented at a conference held in 
Aqaba late last year and repro- 
duced in the collection. Keilani 
traces back the "unique charac- 
teristics” of Islamic fundamental- 
ism in Jordan to the days of the 
late King Abdullah Ibn Hussein 
whose religious legacy has been 
nurtured by His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

“Jordan's challenge to Israeli 
expansionism next door and King 
Hussein’s grooming of a modem 
army to face the enemy, the 
geopolitical location of Jordan, 
the threat of common enemies 
both to the throne and Islamic 
fundamentalism as well as King 


Hussein's personal charisma and 
special ties with his people, all 
contributed to create the new 
formula of reconciliation and 
coexistence," he writes. “The 
wise leadership and political fore- 
sight of the King preempted the 
birth of Islamic violence here,” 
he adds in what could be seen as a 
early conviction and prediction 
linked, albeit indirectly, to the 
recent unrest in the south of the 
Kingdom over government au- 
sterity measures. 

Apart from serving as a guide 
to Jordanian thinking. KeUani's 
writings also present what could 
easily be described as main- 
stream, moderate Arab views on 
various issues topical in 1984 and 
1985 such as the growing pains of 
-a new Palestinian peace" strategy. 
American policy in the Middle 
East and arms sales to Arab 
states, the perceived Soviet 
“threat” to the region, the prot- 
racted Lebanese civil strife, the 
Sudanese link in "operation 
Moses" — the smuggling of 
Ethiopian Jews into Israel — 
which somehow appeared to have 
shocked the Arab world, Zionism 
and rhe Holy See, the anti-Arab 
media portrayals in the West, and 
the revolutionary braud of Islam 
propagated by the Khomeini reg- 
ime in Tehran. 

Through his columns in the 
Jordan Times, Keilani. who 
served as Jordan's ambassador to 
Bahrain (1975-1980) and to 
Sudan ( 1983-1985), repeatedly in- 
vited attention to the phe- 
nomenon of Jordan being a target 
for terrorism. In “the new 
evangelists of the bullet." which 
appeared Feb. 6. 1985. Keilani 


asserted that a series of attacks 
against Jordanian diplomats and 
interests abroad were the man- 
ifestations of Tehran's anger at 
the Kingdom’s open denunciation 
of Iranian killings of Iraqi prison- 
ers of war. He substantiates the 
argument by pointing out inst- 
ances where ‘'vengeful’’ 
Khomeini had decreed the death 
of many who dared to criticise 
him, in public or otherwise. 

According to Keilani, the clan- 
destine “Islamic Jihad,” which 
claimed the killing of Jordanian 
diplomat Ziad Sati in Ankara in 
July 1985, “is a manifestation of 
Iran's terror ia the area” and “its 
targets are not confined to 
Palestinians in Lebanon, or 
Jordanian diplomats, or Iraqi 
targets. But includes some Sauai 
and Kuwaiti targets." 

Detailing the series of attacks 
on Jordanian diplomats and other 
targets — ' beginning with the 
assassination, bid against the 
Kingdom's ambassador to India 
in October 19S3 to an attack on a 
Jordanian diplomat in Athens in 
November 1984 and the murder 
of Charge d’ Affaires Azmi AJ 
Mufti in Bucharest in December 
1984 — Keilani poses a hypothe- 
tic but provocative question: 
“The last two crimes were not 
claimed by any Arab front: Could 
it have been the same Islamic 
Jihad?” 

Though it cannot be sweeping- 
ly said that "A Jordanian Pers- 
pective” represents a fully en- 
dorsed official thinking in the 
Kingdom — in light of the con- 
troversial nature of the topics 
discussed bv the author in his 



columns — there is little doubt 
that 92-page book could easily 
serve as a documented version of 
how senior Jordanian bureaucrats 
and diplomats with access to dis- 
creet information interpret events 
and situation and formulate view- 
points. On a different level, it 
could also be seen as reflecting 
the line of thoughts of a highly 
sensitive Jordanian Arab who 


struggles hard to confine his 
views to moderate and objective 
lines but feels frustrated over the 
negativism and extremism 
brought into the Middle East by 
outside political forces. The ob- 
vious avenue out is an attempt to 
put things in their right perspec- 
tive — and thus “A Jordanian 
Perspective: Notes of Life and 
Political Development.” 


Poor poor Gordon — a rich boy’s story 
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Gordon and his wife Ann in their San Francisco mansion. 



POOR Gordon, you want to 
sigh, after hearing about him 
locking his keys in the car with 
the engine running, or how he 
forgot his car was at Los Angeles 
International Airport for six 
months, or the rumour that he 
forgot he w'as giving a dinner one 
night, wandered out of the house 
to' get a hamburger and just got 
back as his party was ending. But 
you can’t sigh “poor Gordon”, 
once yoii know his surname.' It is 
Getty, and Gordon is far' from ■ 
poor. 

Wealthy Gordon, then. Scion 
of J. Paul Getty. Some people 
think he has as screw loose. Some 
people think he is brilliant. He 
thinks he's a little absent-minded. 
What he is — filthy rich. Personal 
worth: A billion and change. He 
tuns over a cool $250,000 a day 
just in interest. He lives on a hill 
in San Francisco in a house this 
size of a department store. Does 
with his days precisely what he 
wants to do with his days. And is 
full of himself lately. 

What Gordon Getty does with 
his days and why he is so frill of 
himself have a lot to do with each 
other. He composes serious 
music. At present he is reworking 
an opera called “ Plump Jack. 
based on Shakespeare's “ Henry 
IV. ” 

There will be another perform- . 
ance on July 4 at the Spoleto 
festival in Italy. It has already 
been performed as a work in 
progress, by the Los Angeles 
opera and the San Francisco Sym- 
phony. At 55, Gordon Getty is a 
busy and happy man. 

“At 28," wrote Gordon's 
mot he r , Ann Rork , J. Paul’s 
fourth wife, “Gordon has re- 
tained the perspective of an eight- 
year-old:" Business associates 
never quite figured where Gor- 
don was coming from, as they put 
it. and they called it “the whim- 
sical factor.” 

Gordon concedes the charges. 
“I don't think I was cut out to 
be a business executive,” he says. 
“My critics on the Getty board 
are right about that. We all have 
long and short suits. Composition 
and economic theory seem to be 
my long ones and administration 
seems to be my short one." 

To prove the point, this bil- 
lionaire who flunked the only 
economics course he ever took at 
the University of San Francisco is 
publishing a paper called “The 
Hum form: One-Factor and 
Transfer Theories,” a dense 
thesis that Roger Masters, chair- 
man of the government depart- 
ment at Dartmouth, calls “One of 
the most original works on econo- 
mics that I've seen in a long time. 

Gordon looks at these things 
from outside the academic com- 
munity and, like Darwin with 
biology, sees things that he might 
not see had been more trained. It 
is just one more reason Gordon is 
feeling so good at the moment. 

Getty was directionless for a 
long, long time. “If I had died ten 
years ago,” he says, ‘i don't 
know what you would have put 
on my tombstone. But--now I, 
do.” There was one period when 
he set himself the task of cracking 
complicated municipal planning 
and traffic-flow problems on a 
primitive computer. 

After watching a TV show ab- 
out anthropologist Louis Leakey, 


he plunged headlong into the 
study of the origins of man, be- 
coming in the bargain a conse- 
quential financial supporter of 
the L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, 
the Jane Goodali Institute and 
the San Francisco Zoo. “For the 
hell of it.” he says, he took up the 
study of physics, passing a fresh- 
man final exam at Berkeley. 


So b merged talent 






In the late 1970s, the passion- 
ate interest in composing that he 
had had as young man returned. 
Once Getty Oil was disposed of 
— a controversial, much publi- 
cised move that wound up tang- 
led in the federal courts, and 
brought about the breakup of the 
$4 billion Sarah C. Getty Trust, 
so named for his grandmother — 
he was free to hole up with his 
black Yamaha grand piano in the 
soundproof music room of his 
five story, neoclassical mansion. 
And that is where we found him, 
an astonishingly shy man,, to say . 
noting of detached. 

To get in Gordon's place, one 
must first get past “Mr. Bulli- 
more" the English butler who has 
been with the family for 30 years 
(he was originally with J. Paul, 
and before that with John Ken- 
nedy's father when he was ambas- 
sador to the court of St. James's). . 

Bullimore is part of a staff that 
includes another butler, two 
maids, two secretaries, a cook, a 
laundress, a handyman and a slew 
of full-time, around-tbe-clock 
security people — it will be re- 
membered that Gordon’s 
nephew, J. Paul Getty m, lost an 
ear after being kidnapped in 
Rome in 1973. 

These employees attend to 
Gordon, Ann, 47, his wife of 25 
years, and their four sons, 23, 21. 
20 and 18- 'Hie house itself full of 
furniture that is ornate, and elec- 
tic jumble of antiques from Eng- 
land, India and France. Works by 
Degas, Manet and Monet hang 
on the walls. Beyond the win- 
dows. San Francisco Bay and the 
Golden Gate Bridge so dominate 
that people feel the impulse of 
gush. 

As far as Bullimore is con- 
cerned, there is but one feature of 
the house be could live without. 
Tlie dining room is (it entirely by 
candles, scores of candles on 
sconces, dozens on a giant., 19th 
century Russian chandelier. At 
dinner, clumps of wax pop and fly 
around the room. 

No one save Bullimore, who is 
also in charge of candles, seems 
to notice. They have to be 
changed for every.dinner. “There 
are so many of them,” he says, “it 
takes most of a day to replace 
them. We have to bring in some- 
one specially to do it.” 

“I'm little like Don Quixote,” 
Gordon volunteers ■ during a 
break in his work. “I am only 
marginally connected to this cen- 
tury.” In a ruminative mood, -he 
says that his goal, in addition to 
being the heir of Bach and Beeth- 
oven. is to win the Nobel -Prize in 
economics. “You have to aim for 
the best," he says. “I believe dial 
the age of the armchair amateur 
isn’t over, despite what we. see. fa 
the world around us. I still be- 
lieve there is room for the little 


boy in the fairy tale “The Emper- 
or's New Clothes.” 

He reflects that he might som- 
day buy u company, then thinks 
better of it. “If would not be as 
exciting the second time. It might 
also not be to appropriate for me 
to have any more. Anyway, com- 
posers are' remembered by post- 
erity while businessmen are for- 
gotten.” 

Composing all day , 

1 ■ • ■ 

f ■ • 

He composes all day. every 
day', starting about seven in the 
morning, sometimes feeling rob- 
bed when he has to pause to eat. 
His music goes to bed with him in 
his head — much to his wife's 
discomfort. “Unfortunately, he 
often composes through the night 
by clicking his teeth together,” 
Ann Getty says. “Ver^ 
annoying.” “That and the occa- 
sional atrocious act of absent- 
minded age." 

He does not smoke and does 
not drink to speak pf. His half 
brother George died of a drug 
overdose. His brother, Paul, is a 
recovering heroin addict whose 
second wife died of an overdose. 
Another half brother. Ronald, 
lost out on the family fortune 
because J. Paul, then America's 
richest man, felt Ronald's mother 
took him to the cleaners in the 
divorce. Given the family’s turbu- 
lent history, it could be that the 
key to Gordon's survival has been 
his above-it-all spaciness. 

Indeed, the Gordon Getty 
family is a lot more stable than 
the family Gordon Getty came 
from. In 1985 Ann became owner 
of Grove Press and Weideofeld 
and Nicolson in New York. One 
of San Francisco's most indefatig- 
able hostesses, despite her huaj 
band's indifference to- such 
affairs, she says she finds pub- 
lishing a delight because she was 
reared to believe there was 
‘something wrong with just read- 
ing. You shuld be working. Now I 
can do both at the same time. I no 
loger have to feel 'guilty about 
just sitting around reading all 
day.” ■ 

Once a week she takes the 
family’s two- bedroom,, one-bath 
Boeing 727 to New York for 
meetings. Occasionally she takes 
the same plane to Paris to shop. 

As for their sons, she says, 1 
can guarantee you (bat they’re all 
taking their time glowing up/" 
Peter, the oldest, just graduated 
from Harvard. Asked recently 
what he was eoine to do. be said, 
“Nothing — until somebo^ 
notices,” His mother said, “Well. 
we\*e noticed, and he’s going to 
get a job,” 

Meanwhile, back at the grand 
piano, the country’s wealthiest 
composer is allowing himself a 
moment of sweetness and. .light. 
‘Tm very grateful for the diversi : 
ty in my life and the fact that in 
the last five or ten yeas Tvefiad a 
real sense of accomplishment and 
achievement. I was- by no means. . 
an unhappy man ten years ago. 
My life bad been a lot of-fnh. But 
. right now l feel like, you’re sup- 
posed to feel in your twentieth 
when you’re getting out of school 
and gazing at. new - horizons. . 
There's a lot of room to grow- It’s 
very excitihg;” ' 

—. The Kuwait Times : ; . 
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Abu Ghneims 

■ 

honey as a cure 

By Mariam M. Shafain 

THIS WEEK Deeb m Abu Ghneim and his wife “iZ/nm Moham- 
mad' who head a family of Jordanian honey growers^ talk to Focus 

on People about how to live longer by using natural medicines. 
b ■ 

■ ■ . • ■ 

• 

To the people of Sweise, a village dose to Mahes, a few 
kilometres outside Amman, Deeb Abu Ghneim is known simply as 
Abu Mohammad. As a respected member of his community, he 
has become a local patriarch in die village where his forefathers 
have: lived for many generations. In his nmMOs, and a father of 12 
vrr. seven gjris.-ajnd five boys — Abu Ghneim has spent most of his 
life serving the. Jordanian Armed Forces. Some' 15 years ago he 
3edded to pursue more seriously his hobby of making honey for his 
family. It started m the afternoons with his wife, Umni Moham- 
: raad,/and bis mother, Umm Deeb, begpi planting honey-friendly 
Vffowetfs in tive.fiunfiy garden. Then shortly afterwards Abu Ghneim 
’ Visited-the Ministry of Agriculture arid applied- far a licence to 
‘ produce honey for commercial use. After granting a permit, the 
V Ministry of .Agriculture -also provided the Abu Ghneims with bee 
bcixeS. - - • - 

IThar’s how we began,” recalls Abu Ghneim. “Now we hqve 30 
£ boxes; -bade the n we only had two.”- Each bee box, as it.is called, 
can .'produce up to 24 kilogrammes of honey per season. Umm 
; MetomiiTaJ explains: “Many honey producers ‘create' four, five or 
six productioh.se asons. The quality of the honey depends on 
chff jKnmshtnent the bees receive and the interval between each 
season^ Every other cycle should be left to- the. bees, so that- they 
cairberiefit froip the honey as well. Anything overproduced will fail 
f 1 tpiliye-iip tp quality standards."*' Abu Ghneims* honey is produced 
from grange, lemon and jawafa blossoms. “They also have some 
land in the northern Shuneh entirely dedicated to honey produc- 
tiofl. 

- When the Abu ( Ghneims refer to honey they do not use the 
* - Arabic word 'asal\ they use the word Wage’, meaning remedy or 

: cure. Honey in general- explains Abu Ghneim is not used as a 
■. substitute sweetner for sugar, but rather as medicine for sore 
throats, colds, drowsiness and other conditions of low-energy 
feiWs. 

As Abu Ghneim explains, “people in Sweise rely on natural 
remedies, such as zatar, camonuik, anise, sage and other natural 
plants that they grow In their backyards. “We use medications only 
{- when we have given up hope on all our natural remedies. It is the 
way we have always done thing; and it has always worked for us. 
there is no reason to change.” 

- According' to Abu Ghneim, “honey is one of our remedies and 
that is why we are producing it.” 

He says that their honey is expensive but “pure and worth it.” 
“People from all over bring us honey that they feel is impure and 
. ask us to check its quality. Some of the jars don’t contain more than 
ten per- cent honey; the rest sugar and water. 

' “We charge JD 8 per kilogramme and a lot of people think that’s 
' expensive, but they are getting the best for their money,” Abu 
Ghneim adds. - 

The Abu Ghneims have a long dientle list, but large quantities 
.are bought mostly by Bahrainis,. Kuwaitis and Saudis who visit 
Jordan on a regular basis. The family sometimes sell up to 30 or 35 
. kilogrammes* at- a time to these foreign visitors. 

.. Abu Ghneim has not considered marketing his product in the 
capital’s stores and supermarkets, because, he explains, “this is not 
a supennaitetiproduct, this isf Wage’. He hopes, however, to print 
labels vrith.a smajl map to hishome and the family name to make 
his : jars as wett is his hooey, distinct from others. 

. “we are ail working on this project; I in the afternoon and Umm 
Mohammed and the 'children during the day. We- got running 
water, electricity, and- telephones two years back. The roads are 
being paved as r well Transportation to our area is becoming easier 
and that removes half the problems that some people were having 
m Jjetting to os." ' ' . 

This' week- Abu Ghneuns eldest son, Mohammad, is getting 
married: All Sweise will - attend the wedding: “We . have a big 
family; we have lots of children yes, but our old don’t die young of 
: ailments, .When they die, they die of old age. They know what’s 


good -for. them ‘the elage V* asserts Abu Ghneim. 


Redgrave 

Vanessa Redgrave is rebuffed in the U.S. for her political 
views, though she is perhaps the greatest actress in the 
English-speaking world 


By William A. Henry FIT 


On the day Vanessa Redgrave 
entered the world, her father 
Michael Redgrave was playing 
Laertes opposite Laurence Oli- 
vier’s Hamlet at London's Old 
Vic. Theatre. During the curtain 
call, Olivier gestured for silence 
and announced. “Ladies, and 
gentlemen, tonight a star is bom. 
Laertes has a daughter.'' Olivier 
probably thought be was being 
gracious, rather -than oracular. 
But the man generally acknow- 
ledged as the greatest actor in the 
-English-speaking world proved as 
inspired in his fortune telling as in 
his art: the infant bom Jan.. 30, 
'1937, has ripened into perhaps 
the greatest actress in the En- 
glish-speaking world. Her 
trophies include the Oscar. UiS. 
television's Emmy and Loadon's 
equivalent Of Broadway's Tony 
(appositely named for Olivier 
himself). She also has a prize 
even more important to her: the 
awestruck regard of everyone in 
her craft. 

Redgrave has taken on the 
unlikeliest of roles, from a 
shaven-headed musician in the 
Auschwitz women's orchestra 
"Playing for Time" to the trans- 
sexual physician Renee Richards 
Second Serve” to her current 
London stage triumph as a thickly 
accented daughter of an Italian 
immigrant in the steamy Amer- 
ican Southland of Tennessee Wil- 
liam's "Orpheus Descending . " 

Her fragile beauty cast her as Sir 
Thomas More's daughter in “A 
Man For All Seasons and as 
Isadora Duncan, Mary Queen of 
Scots and Guinevere. Her tough- 
ness made her an anti-Nazi 
adventurer in Julia and a fierce 
literary agent in “Prick Up Your 
Ears. ' Onstage in the summer of 


1986 in London, she demons- 
trated her range by alternating as 
the worldly queen in Antony and 
Cleopatra and the humiliated, 
housebound maiden in Taming of 
the Shrew. If anything linked the 
two repertory roles, it was only 
the pained look they shared, that 
unforgettable Redgrave gaze 
from those grave and piercing 
eyes as they take in the unimagin- 
able perfidy of the world. 

However offbeat the part, 
Redgrave never camps up a per- 
formance, never tips the audience 
the equivalent of a wink to dis- 
tance herself from neurotic ex- 
cess: she - gives . every character 
she plays her loyalty and respect. 
No matter how far away in time 
or place the story’s environs, 
Redgrave makes- her character’s 
emotional life completely accessi- 
ble to contemporary audiences, 
without resorting to the star-turn 
trick of finding herself in — or 
imposing herself on — the role. 
Trying to puzzle out just how she 
achieves this artless naturalness, 
fellow actors scrutinize her per 
formances. Says playwright- 
director David Hare, who starred 
Redgrave in his movie Wetherby: 
“She’s the one they all watch. 
Her gift is emotion and excep- 
tional lucidity of thought. Vanes- 
sa has an access to her feelings 
without parallel. She is the least 
flustered, most completely fo- 
cused actress — she barely needs 
to study a part.” 

Redgrave may not have the 
mutability of face or gift for 
accents of Meryl Streep, nor the 
Everywoman earthiness of fellow 
Briton Judi Dench. Her voice is 
not so distinctive as Katharine 
Hepburn’s or so melodious as 
Diana Rigg's, and compared with 


Pornography market — a 
big hit at Cannes festival 




don’t feel grief 
in Bolivia 


^ By Susanna Ranee 

* ■' • 

■ 1 WE walk over ploughed land to a' 

* -.^(hatched' adobe house, aban- 

‘ domed .during. most of the day 

* ■ . ‘while- .the- Jamfly works in the 

6 ' v fields-. S^veral adjoining rooms 
£ . ; surround a dusty yard, all -meig- 

_ ipg into ;tbfe grayish-brown land- 
> s ' scape of the Bolivian AJtipIano, 
£ - / s tret chi ng&at towards suow-cap- 

# ' ' _ped "mountain- ranges. 

.Don Nicasio fetches the hand 
f ■ ‘ ‘iiufror to call his 'wife across the 
’ - ’ ■ fields/- catching the sun’s ■ reflec- 
£ -/ tibiHnr the glass untilshe sees it 

& - glinting and hurries back. Taking 
** ri* ; .off. her^bowier’ fiat, and heavy 
f ^‘Wo^,T>ona^ down 

: s V jwith her memories, the forceful 
1 '~Aymara phrases translated into 
if ' ■' Spanish by her husband. 

‘ '* r " Tjur 46 years old. Tire got two 
I . ' brothers and a aster liying. There 

■f * ’“ were two.ghfe and three boys that 
. ?-died:>Sohie : of tiiem , when they 
, * wei^fi^/from yellpw fever ... 

6thers wh^ ; they were quite big. 1 

> ’ " ‘WheijXgbt inarried I hoped to 
odfrtwc 

i " us. rve-sufteired a. lot here and I 

> ' ' want my kids to have a better life, 

'workiog so ‘ diey ' can support 
f 'tbenKelves.’. 

Don Nicasio takes over: T, on 
r ; the otiier band , wanted to have a 
.*■ ;“"-mpre regular- sized family: five 
f i" diildren, ■ three- sons and two 
$ ^ lo the end, we had 

t ' ^ ' Severr, but oniy four are living. 

. ‘Our .'first clUJd.was a girl, born 
* a year- '^fter we 1 married. Two 
. . years later. vze had another daugb- 
^-ter. It was a very difficult birth, 

: f ’ here at 'fipme',: with nb-oiie . to 
‘. ';;’'belp. SBe was very tiny. All that 

> first year; she was: poorly, then 
! “' : 'she dieth ‘Some’ ihh«s; I don’t 
■.* < knowwhat itcoUW have been ...I 
::,"r!]^<ta’t\havii, enough, money to 

■ ■ .’ ^ ’take her to a doctor in La Paz. 

" “ “ ■ ‘WhenLOut eldest daughter was 

> -.rj Sdready running axoiind we had a 

• ' . KttJe boy/ He was aD right, he 
tvJe’ lived. Thcai a jear later another 

' but he dfed. You know what 
; ft.Was? Larph&i we call it. It was 
“ w ' my aym'-faWi, my . carelessness. . 
mi njdther^wasr pregnant, and 


have ohl y^wonar three diildren. I 
wanted ttem to s tu dy , not be like 


- -,i. 


.w as a tiem : dbg.-Tf^ you’re unwell 
likg th^ T \ '/a334; ^cm Jook at a 
deCOitmc^mg animaL it makes 

■ ' “ ■ ^ •. ■ -.i • '• 


.’Jr ‘Jv - 


j 1 *."' ;4 .Vl' _r 


the child ill inside the mother. 
The baby .was bom weak. He 
couldn't move his limbs, he was 
' always lethargic. Then be died. 

‘We -lost another daughter like 
that, too. She was . three. Just 
imagine .... If I'd taken care 1 of 
their mother and watched out 1 
where she went. I’m- sure my 
children would still be alive. But 
what can you do, when it’s too 
late. / 

‘We had two more sons. The 
youngest is nine now, he v s just- 
starting primary school. When he 
was bom, we thought. “Maybe 
this one is going to die too.” I just 
-prayed for him ro live. We’re not 
nee, God sustains our life, so we 
left it to His wilL 

‘In the end, our youngest sur- 
vived, and the others were 
already growing. I said- to my 
wife. “That's it That’s our fami- 
ly.” And we decided hot to have 
any more kids, and just try to get 
those four through school. 

The thing is to have* 'some 
children, but not too many, hot 
too few. If we had no kids, who 
would keep us company, who 
would berp us? One tills the land,- 
one herds the cows, another 
looks after the sheep, another 
goes for water. 

‘I’m tired now, I'm getting on 
in years. No doubt my children 
will look after me, just as I've 
cared for them since they were- 
tiny. We aren’t bora working, are 
we? Someone has to bring us up. 
Our mother ‘carries us on her 
back, our father raises us till we 
are big. Isn’t that right? So now, I 
reckon, they're going to look 
after me. That’s my plan.' 

Dona Maria adds: ‘When I lost 
my children I wished I could die 
too. Td see other kids their age 
and think of. mine, how they 
would have been walking and 
taking, i-wanted to go far away, 
somewhere else, to forget. So we 
went to farm in the Yqngas val- 
leys. We stayed there for ten 
years, until -our daughter finished ' 
her schooling. . 

‘I cried and cried for my chil- 
dren, for three to four years. I'd 
still be crying, any time of day, tf 
rt weren’t for the stones.’ The 
stones?’ 'The stones i carry 
against my stomach so as riot to 
grieve.* — (UNFPA) 


By Simon Haydon 

Reurer 

■ 

CANNES, France — The por- 
nographic film industry has come 
out into- the open at the Cannes 
Film Festival, advertising itself as 
a multi-million dollar industry 
that is growing rapidly. 

The growth has been more 
pronounced in such parts of the 
world as western Europe, Asia 
and Latin America, pornographic 
film producers and agents say. 
They said that concern that por- 
nography corrupts seemed to 
have disappeared. 

“We. don’t even see the anti- 
pom movement any more. It's 
gone out of style.” said Dutch 
pom merchant Betty Geerts at 
her stand . at the film market 
which is held every year in con- 
junction with the film festival. 

Geert told Reuters in an inter- 
view that pornography was also 
becoming “harder” as limits of 
what is acceptable were relaxed. 

Geert is the only European 
pornography dealer represented 
at Cannes, with all -other produc- 
ers and distributors from the Un-. 
ited States. 

“About 80 per cent of the 
world’s porno films come from 
the U.S. these days,” said Mont- 
gomery Scott, of Los -Angeles- 
based Antigua Productions. 

The pornographic film industry 
.has changed radically in recent 
years with the widespread intro- 
duction of video cassettes.' 

Back-street - cinemas ' showing 
35 millimetre pornographic films, 
often -condemned as sordid busi- 
nesses linked with organised .crime, 
and prostitution, are closing' 
(town as pornography enters the 
home. 

“People want to watch these 
movies in the privacy of their own 
homes. It’s where sex should be, 
in' the bedroom, rather than in a 
cinema hall with 50 other -peo- 
ple,” said a spokesman for 
another U.S. film company, Cal- 
vista Films. 

“Twenty years ago all these 
films were made in 35mm, but 
video is cheaper and it’s what the 
customer- wants,” he added. 

A 35mm pornography film 
costs abour $75,000 to make, 
while videos are shot for as little' 
as $15,000, giving huge returns 
for distributors. 

In Western Europe, the biggest, 
market outside the U.S., Amer- 
ican producers said legislation 


varied greatly, and some coun- 
tries were still “no-no” areas for 
many films. 

“Britain is a big no-no for us, 
and Italy has suddenly cracked 
down, although Germany. 
France and Spain are all pretty 
easy-going,” said Scott. 

The pornography stands at the 
industry fair at Cannes appeared 
to be by far the busiest among 
more than 100 stalls, with trade 
histomers- queuing to order the 
latest titles. 

Amsterdam-based Geert. who 
said Dutch anti-pornography leg- 
islation was virtually non-exis- 
tent, said traditional definitions 
of “soft”' and "hard” pornogra- 
phy had changed radically. 

Most pornographic films today 
are filmed in “soft” and “bard” 
versions, but traditional soft .por- 
nography which involved simple 
nudiry had gone out of fashion, 
she added. 

“The new soft pom' is what 
used to be known as hard pom, 
with the full sexual, act being 
shown, and hard pom is now 
what we call ‘specialist’ subjects,” 
she sauL without elaborating. 

U.S. film makers' interviewed 
in Cannes said American legisla- 
tion was much tougher, and there 
were reports that it could be 
'made illegal to shoot “hard” por- 
nography. 

* American producers said por- 
nography remained socially un- 
acceptable in the U.S., although 
conditions in which the industry 
worked had changed. 

“The girls coming into the pom 
industry there days are beautiful 
and could be professional mod- 
els. This industry pays well,” said 
Scott, ' pointing to dozens of 
video-cassette covers portraying 
scantily-dad women. 

The American pornography 
' producers' said they had strict 
limits, and would not involve 
themselves in child pornography 
or bestiality. 

Geert raid European tastes 
were different, and child por- 
nography was the only remaining 
taboo. 

Pornography ' merchants at 
Cannes denied there was kny link 
' between dieir industry and orga- 
nised crime. 

“There's been a lot of talk 

■ 

about organised crime, and it 
may have been true a- few years 
ago. But as pom becomes more 
acceptable and mainstream, 
ordinary commercial people have 
taken over,” Geert added. 



superiority 



Redgrave- 

■ 

the artistry of Kate Nelllgan, 
Redgrave's technique can look 
raw. But for spontaneity and 
sheer emotional truth, for acting 
that enables audiences to make 
the ultimate leap and forget they 
are watching a performance, 
Redgrave has few if any rivals of 
either sex. 

While unstinting passion on- 
stage has earned her a glowing 
reputation, the same unstinting 
passion offstage has sharply li- 
mited her opportunities. A fervid 
member of a radical splinter 
group called the Marxist Party, 
she has poured much of her in- 
come into its causes and four 
times stood as a candidate for 
Parliament representing the 
Workers Revolutionary Party. 
Directors and producers seeking 
to engage her have learned that, 
no matter how enticing the role 
or how fat the fee, professional 
commitments must be firted 
around her political crusading. 
Coupled with a tendency, com- 
mon among actresses, to flirt with 
more projects than she commits 
to, plus what one director terms 
her reluctance to “get to the 
starting gate,” Redgrave's 
plethora of political commitments 


can give a producer a headache. 
But in London at least, the results 
are considered well worth the 
wait. And while the British press 
often lampoons and lambastes 
her. British audiences, even if 
sceptical of her views, seemingly 
admire the courage of her convic- 
tions. In any case, they are de- 
lighted to watch her work. 

In the U.S. story is different: 
Redgrave's support of the Palesti- 
nian cause has rendered her per- 
sona non grata in Hollywood, 
where she has not made a film 
since Yanks in 1979, and on 
Broadway, where she last 
appeared in 1977 in Isben’s “The 
Lady from the Sea. ” Other actors 
report that merely suggesting she 
be cast is enough to damage their 
own careers. On the rare occa- 
sions when she does land a U.S. 
job, there is almost always a fuss. 
Protest nearly cost' her the 
Emmy-winning lead role in the 
TV drama “Palying for Time." 

Fear of an outcry was allegedly 
cited by Broadway producers in 
ruling out a role for her in Hare's 
"Plenty” in 1982, according to a 
prominent producer, the same 
concern contributed to # decision 
by Jerome Minskoff, a co-pro- 
ducer of Redgrave's current 
“Orpheus” in London, to refuse 
to finance a proposed transfer to 
Broadway. The losers, even more 
than Redgrave, are audiences — 
not only in the U.S. but also, 
because of her exclusion from 
widely distributed big-budget stu- 
dio films, everywhere else in the 
world. 

In one of the most sharply 
drawn instances of the de facto 
boycott, threats led the Boston 
’ Symphony Orchestra to dump 
Redgrave from a 1982 series of 
performances narrating Stravins- 
ky’s " Oedipus Rex. ”Sihe brought 
a civil rights suit asking punitive 
damages for the harm to her 
reputation. “In a free society,” 
her attorneys argued on appeal to 


the U.S. Supreme Court, “peo- 
ple’s livelihoods should not de- 
pend upon their holding ‘correct' 
political views as define* 1 either 
by their government or by their 
employer.” To her dismay but 
not surprise, the Supreme Court 
declined to take the case and let 
stand a lower-court judgment 
withholding any punitive award. 
Redgrave was granted $39,500 to 
cover her actual lost employment 
— an amount considerably smal- 
ler than her legal fees. 

Redgrave's problems -in Holly- 
wood date io the night in 1978 
when she received her "Academy 
Award as Best Supporting Ac- 
tress for Julia. Militant Jewish 
groups picketed outside the 
theatre, protesting her involve- 
ment with a pro-Palestinian 
documentary film that she fi- 
nanced by selling her house in 
Britain. Redgrave injudiciously 
answered the picketers in an 
acceptance speech televised worl- 
dwide. Her words were apparent- 
ly meant to refer to the protest 
but were widely misunderstood to 
damn all Jews. Praising Academy 
voters, she said. “You have stood 
firm and refused to be intimi- 
dated by a small band of Zionist 
hoodlums who have insulted Jews 
all over the world in their straggle 
against fascism and Nazism.” 
Heard out of context, the phrase 
gave birth to an apparently inera- 
dicable belief that Redgrave re- 
garded all Jews as hoodlums, and 
from that arose the virtual ban on 
her employment. 

Even among those who com- 
prehend her position — that the 
Palestinians have a right to a 
homeland and that there must be 
accommodation by Israel — the 
common inclination is to pass her 
by for the sake of convenience. 
Some potential employers fear 
for the physical security of any 


facility at which her work is seen. 
Others are concerned that her 
unpopularity might rub off onto 
any project she joins. And for 
some, the issue is just as Red- 
grave describes it: a desire to 
punish her, or at least deprive her 
of a visible platform, for views 
regarded as objectionable. 

When the lights go back up, 
however, Vanessa Redgrave is 
Lady from the Sea. Audiences 
accustomed to that haunted Red- 
grave stare see it anew in this 
portrayal of 'a woman who has 
lived half a lifetime with memor- 
ies of her father's agonising death 
by fire, only to suffer the belated 
discovery that her husband led 
the band of killers. Yet there is 
nothing histrionic in Redgrave's 
inhabitation of the pan, no breast 
beating or teeth clenching. In- 
fatuation with a mysterious young 
newcomer makes her faintly 
schoolgjrlish. Pregnancy gives her 
an inner glow. A plan for revenge 
on her husband sets her eyes 
aglitter. But the shifts are subtle, 
the character's mood lightly iro- 
nic. Redgrave’s Lady creels even 
her own violent death with a 
Mona Lisa smile of sad amuse- 
ment and. as she crumples to the 
floor, a shrug. The play's climac- 
tic image is of her lover being 
carried, naked and screaming, to 
be murdered with a blowtorch. 
Yet what lingers in spectators’ 
minds is the last glimpse of Red- 
grave, all the more poignant for 
the utter alack of any plea for 
sympathy. That is the public fi- 
gure as much as the actress and 
the character: unapologetic. un- 
relenting and determined to the 
end to do things her way. For 
anyone else. Orpheus would be 
the performance of a career. For 
Redgrave, it is just another lumi- 
nous interlude in a life-time of 
incandescence — Reported by 
Anne Constable/London and 
Elaine Dutka/Los Angeles, Time. 


Nonstop means : 

This Door will open only in Frankfurt 





Now all Lufthansa flights to Frankfurt are 

Nonstop -Flights. 

■ 

So we reduced the travel time between 
Amman and Frankfurt-to 4 hours and 55 
minutes . Fly Lufthansa and feel the 
difference . 

■ 

■ 

Amman -frenkfun nonalop 

Moil /Till! LH65S 11:» 15:05 
Fri LH661 8-10 MM 

Franfcftifl-Aimngn nonstop > 

Sun/ Wad LH652 14:00 1M5 
Thu LH680 14:00 W-.25 


In June Lufthansa invites 10 of their 
Nonstop -Passengers to Nonstop -Dancing 
at “Dorian Gray" Frankfurt's hottest disco. 

Just book your nonstop flight and win. 


© Lufthansa 


For a comp tet a timetable cafl 001 744 . We wffl man It Immediately. 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 
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Td: 675571 


Madiha Kamel & Izzat Alalle 

in 

THE TEACI&R SAMAH 1 

(Arabic) 

6:30,800,10:30 
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Independent oil countries renew 

•.A 

to help OPEC on prices 



LONDON (R) — Ten oil nations outside OPEC have 
pledged continued cooperation with the group to 
buoy prices, but difficult decisions lie. ahead on how 
to achieve this. 


Officials of the non-OPEC 
group, which includes such 
heavyweights as the Soviet Union 
and Mexico, met in London 
Tuesday. 

They rejected market sugges- 
tions that they might not have 
fully implemented export curbs 
which they pledged for ApriJ- 
June to reinforce OPEC supply 
restraint and help boost prices. 

"The actual reduction in ex- 
ports in April was considerably in 
excess of tbe approximately 
300,000 barrels per day (b/d) to 
which they were committed...*' a 
communique said. 

It also said "continued coop- 
eration among all oil exporting 
nations is an essential element for 
oil market stability.*' 

But as market analysts ex- 
pected, there was no decision on 
the tricky issues of whether to 
extend the present export res- 
traint beyond Jnne and, if so, 
how modi oil to shut in. 

Hermann Franssen, economic 
adviser to Oman, said: “You 
cannot make decisions on output 
in advance of events.” 

A signal event will be an OPEC 
conference in Vienna on June 5 
which must set the group's own 
output ceiling for the second half 
of 1989, with several members 
anxious to raise it from the pre- 
sent 18.5 million b/d in line with 


stronger demand. 

Oil analysts say non-OPEC na- 
tions will be reluctant to let 
OPEC take all tins extra demand 
and delegates said the group is 

also concerned by industry re- 
ports that OPEC is exceeding its 
current ceiling. 

But it would be reluctant to 
signal to a jittery oD market that 
cooperation with OPEC is over. 

Oil prices are up sharply sines a 
glut last autumn, from around 
$13 a barrel to just above $20 for 
the benchmark U.S. crude. West 
Texas Intermediate. 

OPEC supply curbs, despite 
leakage on mandatory quotas, 
are chiefly responsible together 
with accidents that cut Alaskan 
and North Sea output.. But news 
in February that the non-OPEC 
group pledged to cat exports also 
helped the rally. 

Angola, China, Colombia, 
Egypt, Malaysia, Mexico, Nor- 
way, North Yemen, Oman and 
the Soviet Union form the non- 
OPEC group. 

Tbe Soviet Union, tbe biggest 
o3 producer and the biggest ex- 
porter outside OPEC, officially 
t ak es part as an observer, as do 
Colombia, Norway and North 
Yemen. 

But the Soviet Union pledged 
to cut exports in this quarter 
while Norway says it is restraining 


DELUXE FLAT TO LET 


In the Shemeisani area. 

Four bedrooms, three bathrooms, two large salons, with 
dining room. Three verandas and large kitchen with a 
store room. 

Central heating, separated entry and a garage for two 
cars. 

For mroe information call tel: 664218, Mr. Anas 
after 12:00 noon. 



international Jordanian Festival 
American Community School 

May 19, 1989 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

8th Circle - Wadi Sea- 

Family fun - tolkdancers - handicrafts - 

games - mini souk - food - drinks. 

BIG LOTTERY - MANY. PRIZES 
Entry JO Q.5QQ. Under 12 FREE 


Haya Cultural Centre 
In co-operation with 
The British Council 

present 

[A Charly Chaplin & 1920’s Costume Party) 

On Thursday 18th May 1989 at 430 p.m. at 

Haya Centre 

Prizes lor best costumes (Tickets: JD 1) 

Charly Chaplin Him Week (free) 

At Haya Centre at 4.30 and 8 30 p.m. 

Starting Thursday 18th May 1989 - Wednesday 24th May 1989 

For more informations call Haya Centre 665195/6 



H1SHAM HOTEL 

Announces the- opening of the summer 
terrace restaurant with nightly B.Q. 

Tel. 644028 


MAID WANTED 


A live-in maid wanted to work for a Jordanian family. 
Cooking experience is a must. 

Please write to P.O. Box 830486 Amman and 
mention telephone number if available. 


HISTORY 


IN 

THE 


MAKING 


i 




MAY 23 1989 

THE SUNSET CONCERT 
FIRST EVER CONCERT IN PETRA 

FROM 4:45 P.M., 6:30 P.M. 

Musical masterpieces performed by tbe renowned pianist 

$amm9G<3s 

PROCEEDS TO GO TO THE NATIONAL MUSIC 
CONSERVATORY & TO ESTABLISH A FUND FOR 
THE RESTORATION OF PETRA 

TICKETS ARE ON SALE AT-. 

International Traders, Amman,' Td: 661014 
Marriott Hotel, Sales Office, Td. 660100 
National Music Conservatory 
EnropCar Sales Office 


expansion of its output. 

The non-OPEC officials were 
joined by observers from Texas 
and Alaska and Canada's Alberta 
province. 

Britain, where they met, re- 
fuses to join. Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's Conserva- 
tive government says market 
forces must determine oil prices. 

As to the energy policies of the 
United States, the head of OPEC 
said earlier that OPEC is willing 
to guarantee an uninterrupted 
supply of oil to the United States 
but wants to see an end to con- 
frontational policies that jeopar- 
dise cooperation. 

“In truth, we have difficulty in 
understanding the confrontation- 
al attitudes of certain countries as 
expressed in such practices as 
trade barriers, oil taxes and oil 
import fees aimed at subsidising 
the high cost of oil,” OPEC 
General-Secretary Subroto said. 

Addressing a group of business 
leaders at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Subroto 
said, “a confrontational situation 
is to the advantage of neither 


group. 

While he refused to “point 
fingers” by naming the United 
States as one of the countries that 
have set policies opposed to the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), he 
noted that the United States con- 
sumes one-third of tbe world's oil 
produced outride the communist 
bloc. 

“This is the biggest oil market 
of all,'’ he said. “But while the 
U.S. consumption of o3 is in- 
creasing, its production is falling 
steadily. 

“This development has given 
rise to repeated calls for a federal 
energy policy, in the interests of 
national security," Subroto said. 

“OPEC is both wiling and able 
to meet U.S. ofl requirements, as 
we have done in the past," Sub- 
roto said in his first major address 
in the United Stares since becom- 
ing the OPEC general-secretary 
last July. 

He said (he United States and 
other major consumers of OPEC 
oil should trust the group because 
they have mutual interests in free 



Subroto 

trade. 

“It should not be forgotten that 
OPEC countries are major im- 
porters of most of the goods and 
services they require,'' Subroto 
said. 

i 

“Thus a large part of the re- 
venues they derive from their ofl, ■ 
the so-called petrodollars, are 
ploughed into the economies of 
the consulting countries through 
imports,” he said. 

“Just as OPEC countries have 
experienced drastic decreases in 
their oil revenues (as file price of 
oil has fallen), so too have the 
consuming countries felt the im- 
pact of reduced export orders 
from OPEC,” he said. 


ECONOMIC NEWS HI BRIEFS 


U.S. trade deficit 

surprises Wail Street 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. trade deficit narrowed 
to $8.86 trillion in March from a 
revised $9.83 billion in February, 
the Commerce 1 Department said 
Wednesday. 

Exports jumped 7.4 per cent to 
a record $30.78 billion in March, 
outpacing a three pere emit rise in 
imports to $39.64 billion, the 
department said.. 

Hie improvement in the March 
deficit surpassed Wall Street ex- 
pectations and was even more 
dramatic considering that the 
February shortfall was revised 
downward from the previously 
reported $10.50 billion. 

The dollar and bonds jumped 
on tbe news of (he better that 
expected trade figure. 

The March increase in exports, 
the first since December, was 
broadly based and included a 
surge in shipments of manufac- 
tured goods, while tbe import rise 
was made up mostly of industrial 
supplies and oil, the department 
said. 

Despite the latest deficit reduc- 
tion, most economists doubt that 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


the country can come dose this 
year to matching tbe dramatic 
1988 improvement in the trade 
balance when the deficit fell to 
$119.76 billion from a record 
$152.12 billion in 1987. 

In the first quarter of 1989 tbe 
deficit was a seasonally adjusted 
$27.36' billion compared with 
$32.75 billion in the same period 
of 1988, the government said. 

Until March, export growth 
had tapered off substantially be- 
ginning in tbe latter part of 1988 
as the value of the' dollar re- 
bounded over the past several 
months. That ended a three-year 
period of decline during which 
American goods became cheaper 
overseas. 

Also hindering trade-balance 
progress has been a steady climb 
in imports, despite signs that the 
U.S. economy has been slowing 
in recent months, which should 


reduce Americans' demand for 
foreign goods. 

A sharp jump in tbe price of o3 
has also slowed progress. Amer- 
ica’s oil bill rose more than $4% 
million to $3.74 trillion in March, 
reflecting a 7.3 per cent rise in the 
volume of imported oil and a 
jump in the average price to 
$15.97 a barrel from $15.08 in 
February and $13.10 in De- 
cember. 

Tire United States had a trade 
surplus with Western Europe in 
March of $397 million, the largest 
in six years. 

The deficit with Japan, 
Washington's biggest trade prob- 
lem, fell slightly to $4.22 billion in 
March from $4.65 billion in 
February, the department said. 

The deficit with the newly in- 
dustrialising nations of South 
East Asia also declined to $1.16 
billion from $L77 bilfion. 


Jordan impounds ‘unfit’ meat 

* 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian authorities have intercepted a 
consignment of meat destined for Iraq and stopped the shipment 
after discovering that its contents were unfit for human consump- 
tion. A report in A1 Dnstour daily said, that the consignment, 
weighing 1000 tonnes, bad been imported by a Jordanian merchant 
for Iraqi markets. Upon examination, the meat was found to be 
bad and could not be used for human consumption and tbe 
authorities had ordered the importer to either return the shipment 
or destroy it The papa 1 said that the order for checking the meat 
was given by Supply Minister Ibrahim Ayyoub who was quoted as 
saying that any contaminated or bad consignments of any sort of 
foodstuffs will not be allowed to be marketed in Jordan nor be 
passed on to an Arab country. The minister pointed ont that meat 
imported by Jordan from other countries through Jordanian 
merchants undergo laboratory tests to ensure that it is fit for 
consumption. 

Rumours spark Soviet ‘salt boom’ 

MOSCOW (R) — ; Rumours of shortages have sparked mass salt 
buying in Moscow since tbe May Day holidays, die trade union 
daily Trad has said. “The reasons for the ‘salt boom! m the capital 
are caused, undoubtedly, by rumours of its being in short supply." 
Trad said. “Judging objectively from the facts, traders themselves 
are ga in i n g from the rumours.” Traders had got rid of their salt 
stock and emptied warehouses, it added. The head of a Moscow 
food store, interviewed by Trad, said salt was always stacked in one* 
comer of his shop. “But when I came back from -the holiday I 
couldn’t believe my eyes: Tbe grocery section, which was always 
filled with packets of salt, had emptied,” he said. There have 
recently been shortages of toothpaste, soap and washing detergent 
and sugar is nowrationed in Moscow for the first time since tbe late 
1940s- 

Algeria begins contacts on gas 

KUWAIT (AP) — Algeria is establishing contacts with five 
European countries to supply them with Algerian gas through a 
projected 3 ,000- kilometre pipeline, Algerian OiJ Minister Sadeq 
Bousenua told the daily A1 Qabas. Tbe pipeline will also pass 
through Moroccan territory, said Bousenna in the interview. The 

project initially involves France, Spain and Britain, but might be 
expanded J “ - - 



, , - , growing tendency __ 

uepend on natural gas as a source of clean energy/ 1 be said. 

Bousenna said that international oil companies which boycotted 
Algena in the past few years “have now changed their mind and 
that four contracts were signed over (he past few months with 
ualian, French and Spanish companies for oil exploration in 
Algena. He added: “We are also establishing contacts with 

Algeria^”* C0 . ni P ai “ es to carr ^ out °il exploration activity in 

China lacks cash to buy grain 

BEUING (AP) — The Chinese government will not have enough 
money to pay tenners for their summer grain and oil-bearing crops, 
meaning that farmers may not have funds to plant the important 
fall crop, an official newspaper has said. The People’s Daily 
(Renmin Ribao) quoted officials from the ministry of commerce 
and agricultural bank as saying the government needs 20 billion 
yuan ($5.4 billion) to pay for summer grain and crops such as 
linseed, soybeans and peanuts, but only has half that amount.. It 
said fanners will not have funds for fall planting if they are forced 
to accept scrip or IOUS for their crop. Last year local agricultural 
banks, many suffering from bad management or excessive issuing 
of credit to rural enterprises, drew sharp protests from tenners 
I.T 'when' they :fftid' fjpr ! gjam : !Wth IOUS.:: 
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WPP buys Oglivy for $864m 


Jordan, Syria 

to examine 
joint industrial 
plans, budget 

next month 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe general 
assembly of tbe Syrian- Jordan 
Industry Company (SJIC) wifi 
hold its annual meeting in Am- 
man next month to discuss and 
endorse tbe 1988 general budget 
and the final accounts and to 
a number of other matters 
on its agenda. 

The announcement was made 
here Wednesday at the conclu- 
sion of a three-day meeting by the 
company's board of directors who 
reviewed the 1988 budget and 
prepared an agenda for next 
month’s meeting which will be 
co-chaired by the ministers of 
industry and trade in the coun- 
tries. 

According to the announce- 
ment, the board discussed 
amendments to a feasibility study 
on a pesticide project which will 
be set up in Syria through, joint 
efforts. 

The company started im- 
plementing the pesticide project 
in 1985. but amendments 
approved by the Higher Jorda- 
nian -Syrian Joint Committee had 
to be introduced to help speed up 
tbe work on the project, the 
announcement said. 

According to the announce- 
ment, tbe pesticide plant, which 
will benefit the Arab countries as 
a whole, was approved by the 
Arab Organisation for Industrial 
Development (AO ID). 

Last October, a general finan- 
ciers meeting was held in Amman 
to ruse funds for the project and 
to enlist support from various 
investment and financial orga- 
nisations. 

According to Ahmad Munir A1 
Hamash, SJTC board chairman, 
nearly 60 per cent of tbe plant’s 
total production will be marketed 
in Jordan and Syria and the rest 
will be marketed in neighbouring 
Arab countries. 

Hamash expected the pro- 
jected plant to produce some 
4,000 tonnes of pesticides annual- 
ly. He said that the pesticides can 
be of use mainly in agriculture 
but will be of benefit for public 
health in elennnating insects and 
hearing to safeguard public ’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — The head 
of Ogilyy Group Inc. said Tues- 
day he investigated every reason- 
able alternative but could not find 
anything to beat WPP Group 
PLC’s Tecord $864 million buyout 
offer for the advertising giant. 

Kenneth Roman, Ogilvy' s 
chairman, said be also was confi- 
dent there would, be few if any 
cheat defections in the wake of 
the buyout agreement reached 
late Monday, under which Ogil- 
vy ’s board unanimously approved 
WPP’s proposal for a $54 share 
tender offer for all of Ogilvy’s 
stock. 

Martin Sorrell, chief executive 
of London-based WPP. said at a 
news conference that be intended 
to keep Ogilvy and its manage- 


ment intact. As part of the deal, 
he signed an agreement that 
guarantees Ogilvy will be ran 
autonomously. 

Tbe deal, the largest takeover 
ever in the advertising business, 
conies less than two years after 
WPP broke onto the U.S. adver- 
tising scene with a hostile $566 
million buyout of the parent of 
another huge ad agency, J. Wal- 


Sorrell said Ogilvy fits his plan 
to buDd WPP into a group of 
quality name brands. “We are 
not the largest nor do. we want o 
be,” he said. 

Roman said Ogilvy, which was 
founded 41 years ago and has 
such Woe -chip clients as American 
Express Co., American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Co. and 


ter Thompson. The Thompson . Unilever NV, would have prefer- 
buyout had been the previous ad red t0 

remain independent. 



Wednesday, May 17, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


US. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcotscbemaii 


Bay 

538.0 542.0 
878.6 857.5 

276.0 279.2 


franc 308,2 

French franc 81.6 

Japanese yea (foe 100) 390.6 

Dutch guilder 245.0 

Swedish crown 81.8 

Italian lira (tor 100) 35.0 

Belgian franc (lor 10) 132.0 


311.9 

82.4 

394.8 

247.7 

82-6 

38.3 

133.4 


industry record. 

Tbe addition of Ogflvy, the' 
world's fifth-laigest advertising 
company, to die arsenal at WPP, 
the third-largest ad concern last 
year, creates tbe world’s second 
largest advertising and marketing 
services company. 


He said tbe company “pursued 
every reasonable course” to do so 
but found the WPP offer was “far 
and away the best” for Ogilvy 
clients, shareholders and em- 
ployees. Roman will remain 
chairman of Ogilvy. 


FOR SALE 

1988, Izusu Trooper, long wheel base (4 doors). 

Deluxe model. Duty UNPAID. 23,000 k.m. 

* • 

Tel: 810513 


FOR SALE 

B.M.W. 1981, model 316 - silver blue, A.C., si 
roof, 56,000 - one owner. 

Call 660997/8 Saturday onwards 9:00 

18:00 


THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, AMMAN 

Tel: 841070 

Applications are invited for the post of Part-Time 
FRENCH TEACHER beginning September 1989. 

The successful candidate will hold a formal teaching 
qualification and will speak French as his/her mother 
tongue. 

Please apply to The Headmaster with a C.V. and. 
references. 




For embassies’, regional offices and customs’, exempted 
institutions available in Free Zone Zarqa for immediate 
delivery limited quantity of (carrier) air conditioner’s of the 
split and consumer product type. 

For more Information contact 
The National -Trading Corporation 
(NTC) phone 625082 - 625032 
Jabal Amman El-Weibdeh - Amman 


CAR FOR SALE 


Foreigner: Sales Renault S GTCred 1982. In a very good 
condition - 60,000 kms. 

Duty paid. 

Pis contact: tei. 644428, Sweifieh res. 811891 


PENT HOUSE ROOF FOR RENT 

With or without furniture. 280m of luxury living in the best location, 3rd 
floor close lo 5th Circle. 4 LG BDR. ora master with walk-in closets, 
marble floors, 3 marble baths. 1 2x7 m living RM. dining RM, laundry and 
sewing rooms, lovely view 5x4 terrace. 8x6 family room open to 
American kitchen, wall to wail carpet, wall paper throughout. Ail 
appliance and furniture are American, TV, video, tel. A rare opportunity 
for a reasonable price. 

Call owner at tel. 67773S from 10-10 




FOR RENT 

2 bedroom apartment in one of the best residential areas, 
on 3rd Circle, near Goethe Institute with salon/sitting/ 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, central heating and nice 
garden overlooking Holiday Inn. 

For information pis. Call 641776, 62335 
N.B. Building occupied by diplomatic families. 


I 


I DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 sitting rooms, ^dining room, 3 baths, balconies 
and fully equipped kitchen with all brand new electricity ap- 
pliances, separate heating and telephone, very nicely furnished, 
- central antenna with great Middle East reception, great neigh- 
bourhood and neighbours in Shmeisani area within working 
distance from Shmeisani shopping centre. 

For further Information please contact telephone no. 
825622 Amman. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following axe the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.6358/63 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. (foliar 1.1905/15 

Canadian dollar 

1.9435/42 

Deutscbemarks 

2.1911/21 

Dutch guilders 

1.7400/10 

Swiss francs 

40.67/70 

Belgian francs 

6.5800/50 

French francs 

1415/1416 

Italian lire 

137.53/63 

Japanese yen 

6.5740/90 

Swedish crowns 

7.0250/0350 

Norwegian crowns 

7.5700/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 373.75/374.15 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

* 

SYDNEY — Shares railed as overseas buying returned due to the 
weakening Australian dollar. By 0515 GMT the All Ordinaries 
index was up 4.6 points at 1,561.9. 

TOKYO — Share prices dosed slightly firmer, turnover was light 
and trade narrow-based. The key 223-share Nikkei index finned 
66 points to 33,992.45. 

HONG KONG — Prices of blue chips fell on news of more 
demonstrations in China. The Hang Seng index 43.09 points to 
3,246.41. 

SINGAPORE— The market ended generally lower but the Straits 
Times industrial index rose 6.54 points to 1,310.02 on g>inc in 
some index component stocks. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell in poor trading after Tata Iron and 
Steel Company Ltd was shifted from th e forward trading list to 
the spot delivery section. 

FRANKFURT — Shares closed mostly higher in a market which 
gained momentum after a slow start The DAX index rose 5.S9 
points to 1,345.64. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed lower across the board and dealers said 
turnover was small on worries of possible interest rises. The 
all-share Swiss index fell 83 points to 1,003.9. 

PARIS — French shares slipped below their opening levels in 
quiet trade amid growing expectations of higher European 
interest rates. The 50-share price indicator was 0.81 per cent 
down.- 

LONDON — Shares rose oh news of a smaller than U.S. 

trade deficit but then fell By 1434 GMT fife FTSE index was 17.4 
points np at 2154-L • ' 
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NEW YORK — Second thoughts about tbe kraertfcan -expected , j 
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Craven unworried by boycott threats 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — . South African Rugby Union chief 
Dame Craven said Wednesday a threatened African boycott of 
sporting events involving Britain’ would not affect plans to invite 
an international side to the republic. Craven, president of the 
South African Rugby Board (SARB), said he was optimistic that 
sufficient foreign players would accept an invitation to take part in 
the Sarb centenary matches in August. The Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) said Tuesday its 51 members could boycott 
aD sporting events involving Britain after the English, Welsh and 
Scottish unions cleared the way for their players to accept 
individual invitations to join an international 

British adventurer plans next event 

RESOLUTE, Ncuthewest Territories (R) — Robert swan, the- 
British adventurer who led a team of ice-walkers to the North 
■Pble this week,, is at work on wfaat be expects to be bis next great 
feat — frying a balloon around the world. Swan, a charismatic 
idealist who wants to save the world for young people, is planning 
ip Sbafr around the globe in a voyage culminating, at the 1992 
.s uiyinjer -Olympics in Barcelona, Spain. , “The objective of the 
journey- is -to take young people and deliver a message to the 
/Wbfldj.” Swan said Tuesday in an exclusive interview on a jet over 
the . Canadian Arctic. He said he did not know how much the 
project would cost but was determined to see it through. “It will 
work^'he -said with characteristic confidence. Swan, with his 
team of seyen explorers, completed the 600-mile (965 km), 56-day 
Kat^^ddyiag ice walk to the pole Sunday. 



Fans opposed to identity card plan 

IJGNDON (AP) — Eighty per cent of soccer fans oppose the 
government ’s plan Co introduce identity cards to curb crowd 
vfol£Dce, a national opinion poll revealed Tticsday. But the poll, 
comttu&acmed by English first division dub Mill wall, also found 
tirai a majority, of the electorate — both fans and non-fans — 
supported the Football Spectators- Bill, which plans to restrict 
eatcy to soccer matches to registered supporters only. The poll, 
conducted ^on a random sample of 1,302 adults in England and 
Wales -earlier this month, showed that 52 per cent of male voters, 
sd^make up 90 per' cent of -soccer’s supporters, were against the 
membership project. However, 53. per cent of the whole 
(electorate supported the plan with 36 per cent against. Among 

women the figures were 61 in favour and 24 per cent against. 

% ■ 

— ■ 

Steffi Graf struggles to defeat 
94th-ranked opponent 

BERUN (AP) — Steffi Graf, ranked no. 1 in the world, fought 
baric, from early deficits In both sets against Tine Scheuer-Larsen 
of Denmark to win 7-5 and 6-4 Tuesday in the first round of the 
$300;000 Bedin women's tennis tournament. Graf took 128 
minutes to defeat, her opponent ranked 94th in women’s tennis, 
-and fed behind 1-2 at the start of both sets. “I was not so good out 
there today, " dre West German Tennis wonder conceded/ T have 
been traanmg-at' home in Bruehl lately and have pfeyed few 
matches. That' was really noticeable.” Graf, the 1988 women’s 
Olympic champion, is favoured to win the tournament that 
rofltmoes through Sunday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 




- BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
CIOT TlUmt tMta SMCN^inc. 


. ; WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

• ■ i A- - '• , \ ■ : * . • . .. 

Q.l-iAfc Snotfnr Yofacsabie, ... yoa > Pass 3 * Pas 

hold:- "■ ■ •• • ~y i t-jfrsrip : ■ f m p- 

*XQ5 VAJ52 GKlflS; *J73 ^^What do you bid now? 

- : Q*4-Both vulnerable, as Sooth you 

Sottt ■ west 'Harm Ett 'bold; 

J* ,Pass . 2 -p ^ ;2, # . . .- -±X9S. _<?AJ32 OKJ3 . *QJ5 

* ' ■ .. - . ■ ■ -Parmer opens the Iridifing with one 

What action do you take? . . no trump; What do you respond? 

Q^As Stiuih, vulnerable, you Qji— Both vulnerable, as South you 

bokU^ : ? — -■ ■ ■ • " |wjU- r • J 

*6 ■ oahss *6 

rbebid^n^ has Pwwded: Partner opens the bidding with one 

teg! East Sooth .West no triimp. What do you respond? 

" - Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 

What do you bid now? bold: ■ 

: ij. ■ : *Q1(M .9742 OJ732 +KQ3 

)3-As -South, vulnerable,' you The bidding has proceeded: 

10 “ : i ■ North East Sooth West 

*83 VKJ1052 0106 4AX104 2 9* 3* 1! 

rhe bidding has proceeded: *— strong • 

'loith T£s 0 . Sooth West Whai action do you take? 

10 . - F*ss_ I v Foss Look for answers on Monday. • 


The biAdxKg has proceeded: 

Sooth - West . North East 

1 *►. r Pass . 2.-0 ^ ;?,* .. 

^ • 

• . 1 . 

What action do you take? 

" ™ ■ m • ■ % • 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, yon 
hold:-:, J. ...... . - - 

*83 9KJ1052. 0106 4AK304 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth .West -- 

10 Pass -19 Pass- 

2 NT Pms 

What do you bid . now? 

■ 

Q3— As -.South,. Vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*83 9KJ1052 0106 4AX194 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East ' Sooth West 

1 0 - Past 19' Pass 



‘Springtime makes me .want to spend 
more time outdoors! I’m building 
myself a nest!" 


THAT SCflAMSLS) WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Las 


Uriscrarirafo these tour Jumbles, 
one kReirtooacKsquaie, to tom 
four ordinary worda 
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A WOMAN WITHOUT 
A HEART MIGHT 
MAKE A FOOt- OF A 
MAN WITHOUT THIS. 


Now arrange tne eketed tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

. Pitot answer here: n rrm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

jambtes; ROOBQ - LIVBN WORTHY BIBALM 

Answer: Ha oftared ta-hetp with the lawn 1 because he 
' " .■ . n66dfid-thJs~-' 

- . “MOWER MONEY", (more money) / 



Major League Ba 


standings 

NEW YORK (AF)- 

. Here are standings after Tuesday’s matches 


American League 




East Division 

■ 


■ 

W 

L 

PCT. 

GB 

New York 

18 

19 

.486 

— 

‘Boston 

17 

18 

.486 

— 

Cleveland 

17 

19 

.472 

Vi 

Baltimore 

15 

19 

.441 

1*4 

Milwaukee 

15 

21 

.417 

2V4 

Toronto 

14 

24 

.368 

4Vi 

Detroit 

13 

23 

.361 

4Vi 


West Division 

■ 


California 

25 

13 

.658 


Kansas City 

25 

13 

.658 

— 

Oakland 

25 

13 

.658 

— 

Texas 

20 

15 

.571 

3*4 

Seattle 

21 

18 

.538 

4*4 

Minnesota 

16 

20 

.444 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. MAY 18. 1989 


SS HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Those who gamble with fate and ig- 
nore the rules will lessen the chance 
tor success. Be objective, and use 
intuition and hunches wisely. There 
is a tendency to overindulge in 
pleasure? today. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Gallop through this, day with the 
greatest ease, Follow your desires, 
but beep your exuberance in line 
with attainable goals. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
The focus is on romance relation- 
ships and loving companions. You 
ora a human dynamo and are raring 
to go. Enjoy yoursdfl 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Accent is on work! You are not in 
the mood but have the ability to 
handle matLers. You get a second 
wind which energises your evening. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) In your haste you can rush 
off and leave something important 
behind. You feel great, humorous, 
centered and self-sufficient. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Y ou ha ve 
an untapped reservoir of good feel- 
ings. Update your fashion image so 
that it reflects your avant-garde 
spirit. 

VIRGO (Apg. 22 to Sept. 22) You 
may be challenged but prefer not to 
compete. Put your stamp of ap- 
proval on a new business con- 
sideration. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) 
Check market prices end financing, 
and do your homework before you 


make a major purchase decision. 
Excess time leads to sluggishness. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
You can ptay with a Full deck today 
and win at whatever you undertake. 
Explore heretofore unexploited 
entertainment turf. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A prophet of doom may attempt 
to talk you out of a creative 
business idea. A relationship inten- 
sifies, but love is elusive. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jen. 20) 
You do not like to bo the new kid 
on the block, but rather prefer an 
established reputation. A ejan- 
destine diversion may have a sting. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 191 
Make an important contact — - the 
one you have been putting off — 
and get positive results. Evening 
fan is successful. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be 
sure to whom you bear your secrets. 
Romance blossoms, but don't trade 
your soul for transient Affection. 

If Yow Child Is Born Today 

He or she will be aggressive and 
sometimes moody, with an intuitive 
sense that is almost prophetic. 
Your son or daughter will have a 
romantic nature. Your progeny will 
need to learn how to put numerous 
creative ideas to work and how to 

guard against jealousy. 

* • • 

“The Stars impel; they do not 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up to you! 

© 1989. McN aught Synd. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Some people may prefer to play 
Jmoiqrfromregular, £ou tinpa. There 
'is sui emphasis tin the amative arts 
and eccentric activities is a time of 
daydreaming and slap-happy exu- 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be 
aware of tbB image you present to 
others. Spruce 1 up ana be your 
radiant self. First impressions are 
important. Avoid a practical joker. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Focus ou social activities that in- 
volve co-workers. Interact, but be 
conscious of the dangers of combin- 
ing business and pleasure. 

GEMINI (May 21 U> June 21) 
Further analyze your desires to 
relocate. A fresh start can improve 
your situation if you play your 
cards right and plan carefully. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) You feel that you need more 
space to think end activate your 
creative yearnings. Pressure at the 
workplace can bring you down. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) You Gnd 
yourself in the role of peacekeeper, 
and you are also the voice of reason. 
Shop for staple items today. Stick 
to basics. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Fate 
is on your side as plans mature and 
projects get the "go aheeH” signal. 
The pace may be frantic, but you 
love iL 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Help 


given to a friend is genuinely 
touching and personally rewarding. 

. Your "jobperformance is nearly 
flawless — keep up the good work. 
__SCORFIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
Ignore a power-hungry individual 
with very little to oner. A comical 
turn of events, in the later day. 
changes the mood.. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Focus on your ability to leach 
others. Catch up on important cor- 
respondence. Double- check finan- 
cial figures, reconciliations, etc. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You worry over the outcome of a 
problem. Family members can be a 
comforting tranquilizer if you do 
not withdraw from them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Grab a chance to be in the 
spotlight You feel the only stumbl- 
ing block is a shortage of cash. Be 
prepared for pleasant changes. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Stellar influences can have you 
whistling while you work. You have 
the ability to be spontaneous and 
to make others fern important 
If Your Child Is Born Today 
He or she will be dynamic, 
restless, socially conscious and 
have a good sense of humor. Ajh 
pearance and the opinion of others 
-will be important to your child. 
Your progeny will exhibit intellec- 
tual curiosity, but will also tend to 
scatter his or her farces. 
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Italian Open: Wilander lives on his guts 


Mecir loses to Camporese 


ROME (AP) — Unseeded Italian Omar Camporese, a wild 
card entry, stunned fourth -seeded Mfloslav Metir of Czechos- 
lovakia with a 6-2, 7-5 Tuesday night upset in the Italian Open 
tennis championships. 


Meder was most significant 
-loss in a day filled with challenges 
to seeded playerc. Top-seeded 
Mats Wilander had to battle to 
overcome an unseeded challenger 
in his first match, while do. 2 
Andre Agassi and no. 5 Jimmy 
Connors of die United States 
scored routine straight-set vic- 
tories. 

Wilander, displaying the fight- 
ing spirit he hopes will help him 
break out of a slump, came to life 
to down Argentine Javier Prana 
6-7, 6-3. 6-2. 

Agassi survived a brief second- 
set lapse to beat fellow American 
Todd Witsken 6-1, 6-4. Connors 
rolled over French qualifer Ced- 
ric PioHne 6-4, 6-2. 

Other seeds advancing were 
no. 6 Emilio Sanchez of Spain, a 
6-1, 6-2 victor over Edoardo Ben- 
goechea of Argentina; no. 11 
Alberto Mandni of Argentina, 
who defeated Francisco Qavet of 


Liverpool 
stay on line 
for 
Cup double 


Spain 6-3, 6-2; and no. 13 Jaime 
Yzaga of Peru, who beat Marian 
Vajda of Czechoslovakia 7-5, 6-2. 

Two other seeded players were 
eliminated. Ronald Agenor of 
Haiti, the no. 9 seed who reached 
the semifinals here last year, was 
upset by Bruno Oresar of Yugos- 
lavia 7-6 (7-3), 3-6, 6-2. And no. 
12 Andres Gomez of Ecuador, 
winner of the Italian Open in 
1982 and 1984, was ousted by 
Spain’s Sergio Brnguera 2-6, 6-2, 
6 - 2 . 

Medr, who returned to action 
two weeks ago after a back injury 
suffered at a March tournament 
in Key Biscayne, Florida, looked 
confused and disinterested in his 
match against Camporese. 

The 21-year-old Italian, a dou- 
bles specialist who had beaten 
Mecir once before in Milan, 
scored often with strong first 
serves. He also played patiently 
from the baseline, letting Medr 


commit numerous unforced 
errors. 

Medr squandered three set 
points at 54 in the second set as 
Camporese fired three serves that 
the Czechoslovak couldn’t 
handle. 

Camporese then broke for 6-5 
as Medr double fruited once and 
committed three unforced back- 
hand errors. The Italian served 
out the match in the next game. 
On the second match point, 
Medr slapped a backhand into 
the net after a rally of more than 
30 shots. 

“I really had a lot of problems 
tonight,” Medr said." 1 didn't 
know where to go or where to hit. 
Every ball that came across the 
net was a new problem.” 

Wilander, who won the 
French, Australian and U.S. 
Opens last year but is without a 
tournament victory in eight 
months, looked in danger of 
another early exit Tuesday. 

The Swede, who has slipped 
from no. 1 to no. 3 in the world, 
appeared to be in slow motion in 
the first set against Frana, a 
22-year-old lefthander ranked 


100th on the ATP computer. 

Even in the tiebreaker, where 
he is usually unbeatable, Wilan- 
der lacked enthusiasm. He led 54 
but failed to capitalise, making 
two forehand errors that allowed 
Frana to take the tiebreaker 8-6. 

Alter felling behind 3-1 in the 
second set, Wuander came to life. 
Hustling around the court, hitting 
with authority ami cutting down 
on mistakes, he won five straight 
game for the set. He lost only five 
points during the run, winning 15 
of 17 points at one stretch. 

Wilander continued to domin- 
ate in the third set, scoring two 
service breaks along the way. 

Wilander said he has had trou- 
ble finding motivation after win- 
ning three Grand Siam tourna- 
ments last year and capturing the 
no. 1 ranking. 

“It was a matter of not wanting 
to train hard and of just enjoying 
the fact that I did so well last 
year,” he said. "It felt like I took 
a mental break for five month. 
It’s not that I don’t enjoy tennis 
any more. 1 just didn’t have the 
motivation to try to win every 
time.” 




LODNON (R) — Liverpool’s 
charge to a remarkable English 
League and Cup soccer double 
continued unchecked Tuesday 
when they beat Queen’s Park 
Rangers 2-0 before their Anfield 
devotees. 

A goal in each half by John 
Aldridge and captain Ronnie 
Whelan took them back to the 
top of ebamionship, one point 
ahead of Arsenal. 

But the London side can regain 
top place in the absorbing battle 
for supremacy against Wimble- 
don at home Wednesday. 

Uverpool’s next date is the 
F.A. Cop final against Everton 
on Saturday followed by a home 
clash against West Ham three 
days later. 

The finale to the season prom- 
ises to be a classic — Liverpool 
versus Arsenal, with the title 
most probably still in the balance, 
at Anfield on May 26! ' 

Rangers kept Liverpool at bay 
defiantly until two seconds before 
halftime when leading scorer 
Aldridge pounced for his 29th 
goal of the campaign. 

The Ireland striker seized on 
the hesitancy between England 
defender Paul Parker and goal- 
keeper Dave Seaman to lob the 
ball home over Seamen. 

Whelan fired home his goal 12 
minutes after the break with an 
unstoppable shot from the edge 
of the penalty area. 

Liverpool cruised to victory 
from that point on, obviously 
saving themsleves for their Satur- 
day date at Wembley. 

It was Liverpool’s 19th triumph 
of a 22-match unbeaten run in to 
what would be a remarkable 10th 
championship in the last 14 sea- 
sons. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Patrick 
Ewing snapped out of a slump 
with 32 points, including nine in 
the final 1:38, and the New York 
Knicks held on to beat the Chica- 
go Bulls 121-114 Tuesday night 
and stay alive in the NBA play- 
offs. 

In Phoenix, Dan Ma jerie 
scored nine of his 24 points in a 
pivotal third period and Tom 
Chambers had 13 of his 24 in the 
final 10 minutes as the Phoenix 
Suns beat the Golden State War- 
riors 116-104 Tuesday night to 
win their Western Conference 
semifinal playoff series in five 
games. 

Chicago still lead the best-of-7 
series 3-2 and will advance to the 
Eastern Conference finals against 
Detroit with a victory in Chicago 
Friday night or back at Madison 
Square Garden Sunday. 


Chicago is seeking to reach the 
conference finals for the thifd 
time in franchise history. The 
Bulls lost to Milwaukee in 1974 
and Golden State the following 
year. 

The Knicks, meanwhile, are 
trying to become the fifth team in 
national basketball Association- 
history to win a playoff series 
after trailing 3-1. 

Ewing, who made 56.7 per cent 
of his shots in the regular season 
while scoring 22.7 points per 
game, was averaging 17.9 on 45 
per cent shooting in the playoffs 
before Tuesday's game, during 
which he was 12-for-20 from the 
field. 

Rod Strickland gave the Knicks 
tbeir biggest lead, 96-77, to start 
the fourth period before Michael 
Jordan led a Chicago rally, scor- 


ing 17 of his 38 points in the 
quarter. 

Chicago closed the gap to 110- 
105 with 2:50 left, but Ewing 
responded with a baseline jumper 
for a seven-point lead with 1 :38 to 

go- 

After baskets by John Paxson 
and Jordan made it 112-109 , Ew- 
ing scored on a turnaround and a 
breakaway layup, making it 116- 
109 with 33 seconds left. 

Ewing made three free throws 
after that, offsetting another bas- 
ket by Jordan and a 3-pointer by 
Paxson. 

Phoenix, winning the last three 
games to take the best-of-7 series 
4-1. advanced to the conference 
finals against the two-time de- 
fending NBA champion Los 
Angeles Lakers. That best-of-7 
series starts Saturday. 


Small states games open 


CURIUM, Cyprus (AP) — A 
mini-Olympics for some of the 
world's smallest states got under- 
way Wednesday with a torch- 
lighting ceremony in the ruins of 
an ‘ancient Greek temple over- 
looking the Mediterranean Sea. 

Twenty-two gills, clad in white 
rianrical Greek robes, glided be- 
tween the pillars of the 2,700- 
year-old temple to the music of 
Bute and the beat of a drum in a 
repetition of the ritual that pre- 
ceded the original Olympics in 
ancient Greece. 

One of the maidens lit the 
Olympics-style torch from a 
flame burn ing a huge broken 
stone jar found in the sanctuary 
of the temple when it was exca- 
vated. 

She handed the torch to Cyp- 
riot athlete Petros Evripidou to 
carry to port dty of Limassol 10 
miles (lo kilometres) to the east. 

From there, relays of runners 
will take to torch to Nicosia, the 
island’s capital, where the Third 
Games of the Small States of 


Europe were scheduled to open 
later Wednesday. 

President George Vassiliou 
and other dignitaries watched the 
20-minute ceremony in the tem- 
ple nuns which stand on a bluff 
on the south coast overlooking 
the sea. 

During the ceremony, actor 
Fotos Fotiades, draped in a 
brown cloak, red verses recalling 
the arrival of the first Greek 
settlers to Cyprus more than 
3,000 years ago. They brought 
with them the concept of the 
Olympic games. 

The Curium stadium next 40 
the temple was used in classical 
times for similar games to the 
ones that will open in the Nico- 
sia’s Makarios Stadium. 

More than 900 athletes from 
eight of the world’s tiniest nations 
will take part in the games, which 
are designed to allow small coun- 
tries to compete on their own 
level without being overpowered 
by larger nations. 

They will compete in track and 


field, swimming, yachting, bas- 
ketball, volleyball, shooting, ten- 
nis, cycling and judo. 

More than 470 medals will be 
awarded during the four-day 
touniament. New Olympic-stan- 
dard facilities have been con- 
structed for swimming and shoot- 
ing especially for the games. 

The first small states contest 
was held in 1985 in San Marino. 
Iceland took medal honours with 
21 golds. Cyprus was second with 
15. 

Two years ago, the games were 
held in Monaco. Iceland again 
topped the medals list with 27 
golds. Luxembourg was second 
with 15. 

' The competing countries range 
in size from Iceland's 39,758 

S uare miles (103,000 sq. 

ometres) to Monaco’s tiny 481 
acres (195 hectares), and in 
population from Cyprus' 650,000 
to San Marino’s 22,418. 

The other competing countries 
are Andorra, Liechtenstein, Lux- 
embourg and Malta. 



I THINK IT'S BECAUSE 
WE NOT ONLY LIKE EACH 
OTHER, BUT WE RESPECT 
EACH OTHER.. 4 
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University students on a hunger-strike at Peking's T i a n a nm en Square. 


One million march 


Peking for democracy 


BEIJING (AP) — More than one million people 
demanding democracy and supporting student hun- 
ger strikers marched triumphantly through Beiing 
streets Wednesday in the biggest protest in commun- 
ist China’s 40-year history. 


The march began in Tianan- 
men Square to the peal of firec- 
rackers set off under the huge 
poster of Mao Tse-Tung above 
the entrance to the former Impe- 
rial Palace. Fifty taxis crammed 
with flag-waving passengers led 
an est-bound procession of work- 
ers. journalists, government em- 
ployees and even soldiers. 

Smaller marches headed north 
and west from the square, while 
more people streamed on bicycle 
and foot towards the square to 
join the marches. Most streets in 
the centre of this city of 1U million 
people were dogged. 

Police made no effort to inter- 
vene and few were seen on the 


streets. 

“Chinese aren't stupid,” said 
marching journalist Sben Ying- 
hua. “You can suppress us for a 
long time, but when we blow, we 
spit fire.” 

The demonstrtion came just 
hours after student leaders re- 
jected an appeal from Commun- 
ist Party chief Zhao Ziyang for an 
end to the fast in Tiananmen by 
more than 3.000 students, which 
has embarrased the government 
during the historic visit of Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

As pro-democracy protesters 
massed Wednesday morning in 
Tiananmen, the symbolic centre 
of power in China, Gorbachev 


met with academidans in the 
adjacent Great Hall of the Peo- 
ple. However, (be protests forced 
him to cancel a visit to the Impe- 
rial Palace, the latest in a series of 
schedule changes forced by the 
protests. 

“AH these rallies made us ner- 
vous,” Gorbachev said in an in- 
terview broadcast by China cen- 
tral television. But he said the 
work of his visit was going well. 

Similar demonstrations grew in 
size Wednesday in Shanghai, 
where Gorbachev is scheduled to 
fly Thursday. At least 70 student 
hunger-strikers lay in front of the 
Shanghai city hall, while about 
20,000 students and supporters 
gathered around to chant for the 
resignation of Shanghai Mayor 
Jiang Zemin. 

A U.S. witness said the Shan- 
ghai protest began Tuesday and 
grew throughout Wednesday. 
Police cordoned off the area and 


tried to keep out non-students, 
but thousands of workers man- 
aged to join them. 

The demonstrations Wednes- 
day in Beijing were dominated 
for the first time by workers 
rather than students, who laun- 
ched the pro-democracy, anti- 
corruption movement a month 
ago. 

Labourers marched with ban- 
ners naming their factories. At 
least 1,000 soldiers joined the 
protest, including some wearing 
ye llow-and- green camouflage 
hats. Their banners identified 
them as from the general staff 
office. logistics department and 
political department. 

Employees from at least five 
government ministries partici- 
pated. aS did 300 representatives 
from Capital Steel, marching 
under a banner that read: “Rer- 
turn os our freedom. 




Women hold key to population control 


LONDON (AP) — Unless 
women win more access to 
family planning, education 
and employment, the world's 
population could almost triple 
to 14 billion by the year 2100, a 
U.N. agency warned Tuesday. 

But too many women remain 
trapped because of fun- 
damentalist religions which 
“keep women in bondage" and 
cultural values that put men 
first, said Dr. Nafis Sadik, ex- 
ecutive director of the United 
Nations Population Fund, in 
launching die 1989 State of 
World Population Report. 

Appealing for a five-fokl in- 
crease in world spending on 
family planning, the report 
said: “the status of women 
wiB be crucial in determining 
future population growth 
rates." 

Half the world's women still 
have no access to family plan- 
ning services — mostiky women 
living in traditional male- 
dominated societies or areas 
remote from famil y pl anning 


services, Sadik said. 

“Yet, this is precisely the 
audience we must reach if we 
are to have further success in 
our mostly ” she said. 

She said world population, 
now 5.2 billion, “is at a critical 
juncture." likely to increase by 
over 90 million a year until the 
end of the century and stabilise 
at 10 billion about a century 
from now. 


To attain the desired drop in 
fertility, 58 per cent of women 
will have to be using family 
planning in 2000 and 71 per 
cent — the present level hi 
industrialised countries — by 
2025, it said. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, those using family plan- 
ning would have to increase 
ten-fold. 


4 61 


This optimistic projection 
assumes that fertility in the 
developing world win drop by 
one-third in the next 40 years, 
the report said. 

About 435 million women in 
the dev doping world, or 45 per 
cent, use contraceptives — 14 
per cent in Africa, 50 per cent 
In Asia, and 56 per cent in 
Latin America, the report said. 


But this will not happen 
imiaw more of the world's 
women are given more health 
care, family planning services, 
education, and employment 
opportunities," Sadik said. 


tnaDy no family planning facili- 
ties, the report said, and 37 of 
the poorest countries have cut 
health spending by 50 per cent 
and education by 25 per cent in 
the last four years. 

If the famil y planners faded, 
the world would have 14 bDfiou 
people 2100, which “would 
create enormous potential for 
violence and social upheaval, 


*9 


“We now have clear-cut, 
concrete evidence linkage be- 


lt said that without China's 
extensive birth control prog- 
ramme, the overall use of con- 
traceptives in the developing 
world would drop to about 30 
per cent. 


tween female education, fertil- 
ity and mortality, between 
gainful employment for women 
and patterns of family forma- 
tion, and between women's 
participation and tike success of 
population programmes and 
economic development,'* she 
said. 

Thirty-one countries in the 
developing world stiD have vir- 


The Pakistani physician cal- 
led on societies to end legal and 
social discrimination against 
women, increase their access to 
leadership positions, and teach 
at aD levels ‘that women and 
men are equal in value." 

Asked at a news conference 
whether religious fundamental- 
ism was hampering women and 
family planning, she replied: 
“AH these movements seem to 
be designed to somehow keep 
women in bondage." 

She accused regions leaders 
of being ou “a power-ego thing. 
...They're reinforcing their an- 




‘World spent $34 billion oil arms in 1 988* 


STOCKHOLM <R) — The glob- 
al trade in conventional weapons 
amounted to just under $34 bil- 
lion last year, down 5.5 billion 
from 79S7's record level, the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRr) said. 

SIPRI, the world authority on 
the international arms trade, said 
in its 1989 yearbook published 
Wednesday that it had recorded 
sales in 1988 of $33.97 billion. 
The 1988 total represented a drop 
from the record 1987 figure of 
$39.5 billion. 

It also showed a long-term de- 
cline in Third World arms im- 
ports from 68 per cent of all sales 
in 1984 to 61 per cent last year. 

“The overall size of the global 
arms trade market has remained 
stable in the 1980s but has stabil- 


ised at a high level,” the report 
said. 


Improvements in superpower 
relations did not appear to have 
had any effect on their arms trade 
policies with client states, it said. 

But SIPRI said the United 
States, North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and the 
Soviet Union had all cut their 
defence spending last year. 


“The world may be experienc- 
ing a technical and economic 
structural change that is forcing 
reductions in military budgets. 
But it is difficult to predict 
whether this will be a long-term 
trend.” 

SIPRI said the Soviet Union 
was the largest supplier of con- 
ventional weapons — accounting 


for 38 per cent of all arms sales. 
The United States is second at 28 
per cent. 

It said both superpowers were 
locked into stable relationships 
with a relatively small number of 
clients and maintained sales for 
political and strategic reasons 
rather than economic ones. 

China overtook France last 
ear to become the world’s third 
iggest arms exporter with 90 per 
cent of its exports going to Arab 
World and Pakistan. Britain re- 
mained in fifth place. 

Over 65 per cent of all arms 
exports over the past five years 
went to six countries — Egypt, 
India, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel 
and Syria — with Indian topping 
the list. 


K 


SIPRI said one key factor in- 
hibiting arms spending was the 
prohibitive cost of weapons de- 
velopment and tiie speed with 
which modem weapons became 
obsolete. 

But Japan’s military spending 
was growing and looked likely to 
increase further. “If tiie yen 
maintains its position, Japan may 
soon rank third in world in milit- 
ary spending in dollar terms,” the 
report said. 

SIPRI, which is funded by the 
Swedish government, says it runs 
the world’s most comprehensive 
independent computer data base 
on tiie international arms trade. 

It does not claim to record all 
arms sales since some are kept 
secret but says its figures provide 
a reliable guide to global trends. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Hie U.S. Senate, after an emo- 
tional debate, has cleared the way 
for the United States and Japan 
to jointly manufacture the E%X 
fighter jet, giving the White 
House a major foreign policy 
victory. 

The administration of Presi- 
dent George Bush lobbied hard 
for the deal but todays 52-47 vole 


asruns*. -i re 


L . J _ 


across party iir.ss. Negate votes 

would have been required in both 
the Senate and the U.S. House of 
Representatives to quasb the 
deal. 

Senate opponents vociferously 
argued the United States had to 
send a message to Tokyo that 
Washington would no longer 


tolerate restrictive trade practices 
and a $55 billion U.S- trade de- 
ficit with Japan. 

They insisted Japan should buy 
U.S. F-I6 jets instead of develop- 
ing its own fighter partly with 
F-16 technology. 

If Japan refused, they said, the 
United States should retaliate 
against Japanese goods. 

11 1 nere 5 a lot of anger out 
Senator Robert 
Byrd, a West Virginia Democrat. 

Tiie Senate followed up its vote 
by approving by 72-27 an amend- 
ment proposed by Byrd designed 
to protect U.S. technology, moni- 
tor implementation of the accord 
and state congress's belief that 
the United States should get at 
least a 40 per cent share of the 


way for Japan FSX deal 


plane’s production. 

Hie administration opposed 
the amendment. 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence S. Eagle burger made it 
known immediately before the 
vote that the administration re- 
gards the new directives as un- 
necessary and likely to trigger 
new and lengthy negotiations. 

Senate Republican leader Bob 
Dole of Kansas dubbed it a “kil- 
ler amendment” that would re- 
quire the reopening of negotia- 
tions with the Japanese govern- 
ment. * 

Byrd said the amendment “will 
not torpedo” the deal but will 
provide necessary protection for 
the United States. 

Roman Popadiuk, a Bush 


administration spokesman, noted 

the White House had made the 

senate aware of its objections to 

the- Byrd amendment in advance 

of the vote and said there would 

be no further comment until its 

■ 

language was carefully consi- 
dered. 

Eagleburger, in a letter circu- 
lated before the Senate action, 
said additional restrictions im- 
posed by congress would “inhibit 
rather than facilitate” the FSX 
programme. 

He said the terms of the 
arrangements with Japan were 
already consistent with the con- 
tent of the amendment and do 
protect U.S. “security, economic 
and technological strengths and 
interests.” 


White House seeks to blunt 


Gorbachev arms initiatives 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Striving to blunt Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's diplomatic offensive, 
the White House has expressed 
scepticism about Moscow’s assur- 
ances it will stop sending arms to 
Nicaragua, calling them tactics of 
a "drugstore cowboy.” 

“We don’t have any evidence 
that it (aims aid) has ceased and 
we have some evidence that it is 

still continuing,'' White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
Tuesday after confirming that the 
Kremlin had privately promised 
to end arms shipments to the 
leftist government in Managua. 

President George Bush and 
congressional leaders have 
agreed to end military aid to 
contra rebels and rely instead on 
diplomacy to achieve a political 
settlement in Nicaragua. 

While Washington has- long 
urged the Soviet Union to show 
similar restraint. Fitzwater said 
U.S. officials were “very leery” 
of its intentions in Nicaragua as 
well as its other recent arms 
proposals. 

Gorbachev, who last Friday 
announced plans to remove 500 
nuclear warheads from Wastern 
Europe, was “throwing out in a 
kind of drugstore cowboy fashion 
one arms control proposal after 
another.” Fitzwater said, using a 
colloquial American expression 
to describe a phoney. 

“Since military shipments can 
easily be delivered through third 
countries, in order to disguise 
their true origin, the true test of 
Soviet intentions will be whether 
any Soviet declines are compen- 


sated for with increased ship- 
ments from other countries such 
as Cuba,” he said. 

Senator Christopher Dodd, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Subcommittee on Latin 
American Affairs, said it would 
be “an extremely important 
breakthrough" if Gorbachev was 
in fact ending military aid to 
Nicaragua. 

“And that ought to be treated 

seriously and not treated as if it 
were humour,” Dodd said. 

House of Representatives 
Speaker Jim Wright, said, “it’s 
high time that the Soviet Union 
does stop supplying military sup- 
port to Nicaragua”. 

“It has to come.” Wright said 
as he left a White House meeting 
with Bush' on the budget “If 
we’re really to denufitanse tiie 
zone we really do need to get 
foreign interests out of there.” 

The promised cutoff in Soviet 
aid put new pressure on the Bush 
administration to counter a string 
of arms control proposals by Gor- 
bachev, the most recent of which 
calls for the removal of 500 sbort- 
range nuclear weapons in 
Europe. 

Soviet offers have irafiammed 
tensions within the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
over short-range nuclear weapons 
in Europe. Backed by other 
members of the Western alliance. 
West Germany has called for 
East-West negotiations soon on 
reducing the weapons. 

However, the United States, 
supported largely by Britain, has 
adamantly opposed such negotia- 


tions on grounds that nuclear 
weapons are needed to offset an 
advantage in conventional forces 
enjoyed by, the Soviet-led War- 
saw Pact. 

With the dispute threatening t 
mar the unity of a NATO summit 
May 29-30, Fitzwater said Bonn, 
and Washing ton have not been 

able to reach an agreement 



Parliament to go 
live on TV 


Soviet pullout 


Tanks and troops from one of 
the Soviet Union's best fighting 
units beaded for home Wednes- 
day under a programme of wide- 
ranging military cutbacks 
announced by Gorbachev. 

Some 100 young Soviet con- 
scripts whooped and waved as 
their train, loaded with 20 T-64 A 
tanks, made a ceremonial depar- 
ture from Jueterbog station south 
of Berlin and beaded for Kiev. 

General Boris Snetkov, head 
of the 380,000-strong group of 
Soviet forces in Germany 
(GSFG), was among top officers 
who watched the last renin ants of 
the 288th tank regiment head for 
Soviet soil. 


More troops and tanks were 
due to leave for the Soviet Union 
Thursday. 

The regiment, part of the elite 
32nd guards tank division, be- 
longed to one of the five tank 
armies in the GSFG, Moscow's 
largest military contingent abroad 
and considered by NATO to be 
the Warsaw Pact’s top fighting 
force. 



Mohammad All 


Ali testifies 


in trial 


of doctor 


Tokyo prosecutors 


question politicians 


GENEVA (AP) — Mohammad 
Ali, looking weak but saying he 
feels good, testified Tuesday on 
behalf of a doctor he credits with 
improving his life. 

The former heavyweight cham- 
pion has been diagnosed as suf- 
fering from Parkinson disease, & 
condition marked by slurred 
speech, weakeness and as stiff 
gait. At times, Ali could barely 
be heard as he testified int in the 
of Dr. Rajko Medenica, a Yugos- 
lav-born cancer specialist charged 
with fraud by Swiss authorities. 

“He unproved my physical 
condition,” Ali said of the doc- 
tor, crediting Medenica with 
stopping the trembling in his 
hands. 

Ali's third wife, Yolanda, 32, 
often spoke for him during their 
10-minute courtroom appearance 
where they said Medenica was 
the first to improve Ali's •condi- 
tion. 

“Mohammad had a low image 
of himself. After this treatment be 
was full of life,” the former fight- 
er's wife said. 

Ah was alert and in good spirits 
at a news conference, joking with 
reporters despite partly slurred 
speech and the stare associated 
with the condition. 

Asked bow he felt, be 
answeed: “Good. I never felt 
better.” 

“I talk when I feel like it,” be 
said, adding that his speech has 
improved in the past few years. 
But when a reporter recalled he 
was once considered “the 
greatest.” Ali said: “Used to be.” 

Despite the Parkinsons di gno- 
sis, Mrs. AJj said Medenica found 
evidence of pesticide poisoning 
and used a treatment which in- 
cludes the drug interferon, which 
he employs in his cancer therapy, 
and a regenerative process known 
as blood cleaning. 

Tbe Geneva trial, which 
opened April 17, is being held 
without Medenica after a United 
States district courr judge ruled 
that the doctor's American pa- 
tients depend on him and with- 
drew his passport. Medenica con- 
ducts a practice in Hilton Head 
island. South Carolina. 

Medenica, 49, is accused of 
writing $2.6 million in fake Mis . 
while treating patients, including 


TOKYO (AP) — Prosecutors 
Wednesday questioned elected 
officials for the first time on their 
roles in the Recruit influence- 
peddling scandal that has caused 
a rash of resignations and dam- 
aged public confidence in 
Japanese politics. 

The list of disgraced party lead- 
ers also grew Wednesday as the 
chairman of Komeito, the Dean 
Government Party, said he would 
resign. Junya Yano is the third 
party head to announce his res- 
ignation because of the scandal, 
following Prime Minister Norobu 
Takeshita as president of the rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) and Saburo Tsukamoto as 
head of the Democratic Socialist 
Party. 

Takeshita remains in office 
while the Liberal Democrats con- 
tinue a so far fruitless search for a 
new party leader and prime 
minister who would be both re- 
spected and free of the scandal 
links that have decimated the top 
ranks of politicians in Japan. 

Takako Doi, bead of the 
opposition Japan Socialist Party, 
said the disruption in Komeito 
was disappointing at a time when 
she is trying to hold together an 
opposition coalition to oust the 
Liberal Democrats. 

“I hope Komeito will go ahead 
and unite with the Socialists, 
overcoming the latest trials,” Doi 
said. 

Two membes of parliament. 


said they were- suspected of 
accepting bribes in return for 
helping the Recruit Company. In 
its business of employment in- 
formation. 

Takao Fujinami, 56, who 
served as chief cabinet secretary 
for three years under Nakasone, 
was ordered to one prosecutor's 


office, and Komeito legislator 

called to 


including a key deputy to former 

Yasuhiro Naka- 


{Prime Minister 
sone, were summoned Wednes- 
day for questioning. Prosecutors 


Katsuya Ekeda, 51, was 
another office. 

By Japanese legal custom, the 
summoning was equivalent to 
arrest, but since parliament is in' 
session, the prosecutors could not 
jail the two lawmakers without 
permission of the Parliament. 

Fujinami plans to resign his 
seat is the House of Representa- 
tives, Kyodo News Service re- 
ported. 

Ikeda announced Tuesday he 
would resign his Parliament seat 
to atone for “causing troubles” to 
his Buddhist-affiliated party, 
which is almost as deeply trou- 
bled by the Recruit scandal as 
LDP. 

Komeito leaders held an 
emergency meeting after the 
long-expected summoning of the 
two diet members. Komeito 
Chairman Yano later told repor- 
ters that he believed Ikeda’s 
statement that be was innocent of 
wrongdoing. 

But the Komeito chairman said 
public trust in the party had been 
impaired. 

“I apologise from my heart 
and, taking this situation serious- 
ly and realising my own responsi- 
bility, I resign the diairmanship,” 
Yanao said. 


many Yugoslavs, at a state hos- 


pital in Geneva in 1J73-81. 

In the same case, a Yugoslav 
court sentenced Medenica to 20 
years in prison in 1983 for de- 
frauding the state social security 
system. 

Medenica was released after 15 
months of Swiss investigative cus- 
tody in 1984 when former South 
Carolina Governor John West 
helped raise much of a $300,000 
bond. 


Belgrade to choose 
Suvar’s successor 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via's Communist Party leaders 
convened Wednesday to choose a 
successor to party chief Stipe 
Suvar and to discuss recent unrest 
in the ethnic Albanian-populated 
provicne of Kosovo. 

Party officials. said Suvar, a 
Croat who moved this week into 
Yugoslavia’s state presidency, 
would give up the leadership at the 
party Central Committee meeting 
m Belgrade because a politician 
must not simultaneously hold a 
party and state job. 

The party’s 23-man ruling 
Politburo was obliged to select 
one of two Macedonian members 
of the Politburo as the new leader 
under the principle by which the 
job rotates annually between 
Yugoslavia’s six republics and 
two provinces. 

The Macedonian candidates 
were Vasil Tupurkovski -and 
Milan Panceveski. Both sup- 
ported the Serbian republic’s suc- 
cessful drive to regain control of 
Kosovo, a province with an 
ethnic Albanian majority which 
previously enjoyed broad 
autonomy. 

the camp ai g n culminated in 
March in the deaths of 24 people 
in clahses between police and 
ethnic Albanians enraged at their 
loss of self-rule. It also disturbed 


stirring unrest despite the imposi- 
tion of emergency rule in 
Kosovo. 

“An organised attack took 
place in Kosovo in March aimed 
at provoking an armed conflict 
and bloodshed and at jeorpardis- 
ing the constitutional order of the 
country,” he said. “The possibil- 
ity of new organised demonstra- 
tions cannot be excluded.” 


The Macedonian leaders sup- 
ported Serbia mainly because 
their republic, which is wedged 
between Bulgaria and Albania, 
contains an Albanian minority 
which has also shown signs of 
restlessness. About 400,000 of 
Macedonia's two milli on people 
are Albanians. 

Serbia's campaign angered 
Yugoslavia’s two most developed 
republics, Slovenia and Croatia, 
which have accused Serbian lead- 
er Slobodan Milosevic of trying to 
disrupt the delicate power ba- 
lance between the country’s diffe- 
rent nationalities. 


some republics which fear that 
a plans to 

over aO Yugoslavia. 


Serbia 


impose its control 


A pro-Serbian Politburo mem- 
repi 

tenegro, Perko Vukotk, told the 


ber lom the republic of Mon- 


All Slovenian Central Commit- 
tee members voted again*? a Ser- 
bian-inspired move lak month to 
confer emergency status on a 
party congress next December. 
They fear Serbia will use the 
congress to prepare a crackdown 
on liberal trends in Slovenia. 
All top party posts will come 
i for re-election at the congress, 
e party’s most important 
meeting since 1986, m eaning that 


7, 


Central Committee dial Albanian 
naturalists were still capable of 


Macedonia may occupy the par- 
ty leadership for less man the one 


year 
be e 


it would normally 

entitled. 


LONDON (R) — Britons will 
soon be able to fit faces to the 
barnyard cacophony .emanating 
from parliament — ibe House of 
Commons is going live on tele vi- 
sion. An all-party committee of 
legislators urged Wednesday that 
television broadcasting should 
start in Novemebr to complement 
existing radio coverage. Their re- 
commendation was accepted by 
leader of the house John Wake- 
ham, the government's business 
manager in the Commons, with 
an appeal to members to behave 
themselves. “We are hoping that 
the boose will not be overcon- 
sdous of the cameras and will 
conduct its business in a proper 
fashion,” he said. . Legislators 
voted last year to set a timetable 
for experimental television cover- 
age after resisting the move for 
three decades. Critics feared 
some members of parliament 
(MPs) might be tempted to play 
to the cameras and sully the 
dignity of the proceedings. But 
the din beard on radio during 
confrontations between govern- 
ment and opposition already 
shocks many listeners. 


‘.Girls write better 
than boys’ 


ALBANY (AP) — Girls write 
bettre than boys, not because of 
any genetic differences but be- 
cause they get more encourage- 
ment to develop those skills, re- 
searchers say. Writing samples 
from 43.563 students on five con- 
tinents indicate girls are better at 
expressing their ideas on paper, 
said the International Association 
for the Evaluation of Educational 
Achievement, which analysed the 
writing. The association, based in 
Stockholm, is a network of re- 
search institutions in nearly 40 
countries. Th study was released 
Friday. Alan Purves, director of 
the New York State University at 
Albany's Centre for Writing and 
Literacy, said the differences in 
the five-year, 14-nation study 
have to do with bow the two sexes 
are taught. “Sexual stereotypes 
are very strong in tiie classroom,” 
Purves said. Girls in most 
societies get more encourage- 
ment to develop their writing, 
just as boys are more often en- 
couraged to excel in math and 
science, Purves said. “Girls are 
encouraged to do more literary 
things at home," he said. The 
study also noted that most high 
school language teachers are 
women, and Purves said youngs- 
ters are more likely to emulate a 
teacher of the same sex. 


Embassy is a 
family affair 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Ambassador McDdnald Ben- 
jamin’s pinstripe pants are wearing 
a little thin these days. He will 
miss his prime minister's arrival 
from Domiiuca this weekend be- 
cause he’ll be flying to Rome, 
where he doubles as ambassador 
to Italy. Not to worry, says Ben- 
jamin, puffing contentedly on his 
pipe. He will leave the welcoming 
ceremonies to the capable hands 
of his local embassy staff — his 
wife, Angela, and their 25- year- 
old son, McDonald Junior. Ben- 
jamin is the Washington diploma- 
tic representative of the 86,000 
people of Dominica, a moun- 
tainous, lushly forested island 
nestled between the French is- 
lands of Guadeloupe and Marti- 
nique in the eastern Caribbean. 
His embassy, the smallest in 
Washington, occupies the Ben- 
jamin's eighth-floor apartment in 
a high-rise condo minium over- 
looking suburban Alexandria, 
Virginia. The embassy's only offi- 
cial decoration is the Dominica 
national fla£, mounted on a two- 
metre pole m the foyer. Domini- 
ca is too poor to furnish Ben- 
jamin with a chauffeur-driven 
limousine, so he drives to his 
diplomatic appointments in the 
family’s 1987 Plymouth sedan. 
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